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The  Body  Pontic's 

highlights  of  what's 

happening  in  July 


TORONTO 


•  Dreamgirls.  The  Canadian  premiere  of 
the  hit  Broadway  musical.  A  "personalized 
history  of  the  black  music  movement  of  the  60s 
and  70s.' '  The  show  tells  the  story  of  three 
younggirls  from  Chicago  who  start  out  singing 
back-up  for  a  rhythm  and  blues  band  and  end  up 
as  superstars  with  their  own  group,  The 
Dreams.  The  Toronto  production  stars  Sharon 
Brown  as  Effie  who  sings  the  showstopper 
"And  I'm  Telling  You,  I'm  Not  Going,"  Alisa 
Lyse  as  Deena  the  lead  singer  who  has  it  all, 
including  the  heartbreak  of  success,  and 
LuecindaRamseuras  Michelle,  the  new  girl. 
Dreamgirls  plays  at  The  O'Keefe  Centre,  July 
1-13.  Performances  Tues-Sat  at  8pm,  Sun  at 
7:30pm  and  Thurs  and  Sat  matinees  at  2pm. 
Tickets  $22.50-537.50  from  BASSand  the 

0'  Keefe  Centre  box  office. 

•  E  vita.  Florence  Lacey  stars  as  Eva  Peron, 
the  girl  who  achieved  near-sainthood  as  the 
wife  of  Argentine  dictator  Juan  Peron.  The 
show  plays  the  0'  Keefe  Centre  one  more  time, 
July  22-27.  Performances  are  Tues-Sat  at  8pm, 
Sunday  at  7:30pm  and  Thurs  and  Sat  matinees  at 
2pm.  Tickets  $l9.50-$35.50  from  BASS  and  the 
0'  Keefe  Centre  box  office. 

•  Com  media.  A  new  work  by  Theatre 
Smith-Gilmour  based  on  the  commedia 
dell 'arte  style.  The  play  deals  with  the 
adventures  of  a  young  couple  who  must  prove 
their  love  for  each  other  when  the  woman  is 
transformed  into  a  man  and  the  man  becomes  a 
monster.  Runs  through  July  6  at  The  Theatre 
Centre.  296  Brunswick  Ave.  Call  927-8998  for 
showtimes  and  reservations. 

•  Hay  Fever.  A  comedy  by  Noel  Coward 
about  the  "beastly  Bliss  family"  and  their 
adventures  with  guests  at  their  country  home. 
Presented  by  the  York  Centennial  Theatre  at 
the  Alumnae  Theatre,  70  Berkeley  St.  Opens 
July  3.  Call  364  -41 70  for  tickets  and  show  times. 

•  Albertine  in  Five  Times.  A  revival 
of  the  Tarragon  Theatre  production  of  Michel 
Tremblay 's  play  that  shows  a  woman 
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simultaneously  at  five  points  in  her  life.  The 
Toronto  production  is  the  opening  of  a  tour 
that  will  take  the  cast  to  Europe  and  across 
Canada.  Previews  July  14,  opens  July  15  and 
runs  through  August  8.  At  Tarragon  Theatre, 
30  Bridgman  Ave.  Call  53l-l827for 
reservations. 

•  Hurricane  City  and  The 
Successful  Life  of  3.  These  two  one-act 
plays  are  the  first  presentation  of  Triangle 
Productions,  a  new  Toronto  theatre  company. 
Hurricane  City,  by  Toronto  playwright  Jeffrey 
Round,  is  a  psycho-comedy  about  six  odd 
characters  gathered  for  a  party  at  "The 
Lithium' ',  a  cafe  for  the  new  depression,  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Hurricane  Gloria.  The 
characters  include  the  three  young,  ultra- 
trendy  owners  of  the  restaurant,  the  parents  of 
one  of  them,  and  a  world-famous  opera  diva. 
The  Successful  Life  of  3  has  its  Canadian 
premiere  with  this  production.  It's  a 
combination  of  Theatre  of  the  Absurd  and 
Vaudeville  by  Maria  Irene  Fornes,  about  the 
trials  of  modern  life.  At  Joseph  Workman 
Auditorium,  1001  Queen  St  W,  until  June  29. 
Tickets  are  $6  regular  and  $5  for  students  and 
seniors.  Available  at  BASS,  Five  Star,  Glad  Day 
Books  and  This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library.  For 
more  information,  call  921-6835. 

•  I  Am  A  Camera.  A  play  based  on  the 
short  stories  of  Christopher  Isherwood,  later 
made  famous  in  the  film  Cabaret,  about  life  in 
Berlin  in  the  last  days  of  the  Weimar  Republic. 
A  presentation  of  York  Centennial  Theatre,  at 
the  Alumnae  Theatre,  70  Berkeley  St.  Opens 


July  23.  Tickets  are  $14,  students  and  seniors 
$7.  For  reservations,  call  364-4170. 

•  Still  Sane.  A  video  version  of  the  show  by 
Persimmon  Blackbridge  and  Sheila Gilhooly. 
The  original  work  is  a  combination  of  sculpture 
and  text  which  documents  the  three  years 
Gilhooly  spent  in  mental  hospitals  for  being  a 
lesbian.  The  screening  will  include  a  discussion 
with  Blackbridge.  At  A  Space's  new  location, 
183  Bathurst  St  (The  Orient  Building).  June  26, 
8pm.  Admission  $2  members/  $4  non- 
members.  For  more  information,  call 
364-3227. 

•  Roger  Steele  and  Ly  nette 
Molnar.  A  two-person  exhibition  at 
Harbourfront's  Photography  Gallery, 
presented  by  Toronto  Photographer's 
Workshop.  Steele' s  work  is  entitled  Setting 
An  Example  and  examines  the  images  of  men 
in  mass-media  advertising.  Molnar  indulges  in 
photographic  speculation  by  super-imposing  an 
image  of  herself  and  her  lover  kissing  where  the 
ubiquitous  heterosexual  couple  would 
otherwise  be  in  romantic  advertisements.  Her 
work  is  called  Familiar  Names  and  Not  So 
Familiar  Faces:  Blatant  Lesbianson 
Madison  Avenue.  Until  July  6  at  the 
Photography  Gallery,  York  Quay  Centre,  235 
Queen's  Quay  West. 

•  Film  at  Eleven.  A  special  series  of 
screenings  on  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  at 
llpm.  The  programme  is  still  to  be  announced. 
At  the  Water's  Edge  Cafe  at  Harbourfront. 
York  Quay  Centre,  235  Queen's  Quay  West. 
For  more  information,  call  364-5665. 


•  David  Sereda.  The  popular  singer 
appears  at  the  Stage  Door  Cafe,  322  King  St  W, 
July  1-5.  Call  597-8526  ror  reservations. 

•  Chinese  Characters.  Gay  Asians 
Toronto  presents  Richard  Fung's  new  video 
about  North  American  gay  maie  porn  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  Asian  men.  July  25  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  room  23, 
7pm. 

•  Toronto  Symphony.  The  summer 
music  series  at  Roy  Thompson  Hall.  July  10-11, 
8pm:  An  Evening  of  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber,  featuring  music  from  Cats,  Evita, 
Jesus  Christ  Superstar  and  Requiem.  July  14-15, 
8pm:  A  Gershwin  Celebration,  with 
selections  from  Rhapsody  in  Blue,  An  American 
in  Paris  and  Porgy  and  Bess.  At  the  Ontario 
Place  Forum,  July  7-8:  The  Mendelssohn  Choir 
with  the  Toronto  Symphony  presents  music  by 
Beethoven  and  Handel.  July  16:  Sarah  Vaughan 
joins  the  symphony  to  sing  some  of  hergreatest 
hits.  July  17:  Jean-Luc  Ponty.  July  21:  Ann 
Mortifee  is  the  guest  soloist.  July  28-29:  an  all- 
Tchaikovsky  programme  featuring  members  of 
the  Toronto  Youth  Symphony. 

•  Phoebe  Snow  Weekend.  The 
North  American  gay  rail  fan  association,  the 
Phoebe  Snow  Society,  is  gathering  in  Toronto 
July  4-6.  "Three  days  of  unique  rail,  transit  and 
social  activities.' '  The  programme  includes  a 
free  day  to  explore  the  city's  many  rail 
opportunities:  GO  trains,  the  TTC,  rebuilt 
trolley  cars,  and  the  new  Scarborough  Light 
Rapid  Transit  Line,  ending  with  a  barbeque  at  a 
member  s  house.  There  will  also  be  a  day  trip  to 
London,  Ontario  on  VIA  rail  with  a  picnic  on 
the  Thames  River,  and  a  special  ride  through 
Toronto  on  one  of  the  city's  last  intact "  PCC" 
streetcars,  with  a  Phoebe  Snow  Society 
member  at  the  controls.  Special  rates  for 
visitors  have  been  arranged  at  a  downtown 
hotel.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
Toronto  chapter  of  the  Phoebe  Snow  Society  at 
654-5639. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
going  on  in  Toronto,,  call  923-GAYS 
(923-4297),  or  pick  up  a  copy  of  Xtra, 
published  twice  a  month  by  the  people 
at  The  Body  Politic,  and  distributed 
free  in  bars,  clubs,  theatres  and 
restaurants  across  the  city. 


MONTREAL 

•  Gai  ecoute.  Montreal's  ADGQ  has 
started  a  phone  service  i  o  accomodate  more 
people  than  their  limited  office  hours  would 
allow.  For  information  call  843-5652  (every 
niph'   /-llpm)  or  wnti.-  to:  Gai  ecoute,  CP  36, 
SucuirsaleC,  Montreal  Quebec  H2L  4J7. 

•  Moving?  July  means  time  to  move  in 
MoT'-ea!andC-SAN  r  moving  to  a  new  office 
at  1212  St  Hubert.  Also  starting  soon,  a 
discussion  group  for  people  with  a  positive 
HTLV3  test.  Call  C-SAM  at  282-9888  forexact 
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•  AIDS:  Tropjeune  pour  mourir. 

The  French/German  film  about  a  young  Berlin 
man  who  contracts  AIDS  continues  to  play 
despite  its  sensational  story  and  less-than- 
favorable  reviews.  At  le  Parisien  Cinema,  480 
Ste  Catherine  ouest.  For  showtimes,  call 
866-3856. 

•  Shoah.  Claude  Lanzmann's  epic  film  about 
the  Holocaust  showcases  at  I 'autre  Cinema 
throughout  July.  French  and  English  versions. 
6430  Papineau.  Call  722-1451  fortimes. 

•  Birdy.  Alan  Parker's  stunning  film  about 
freedom,  war  and  what  two  boys  can  mean  to 
each  other.  July  4, 7pm  at  Cinema  Outremont, 
1248  Bernard  ouest.  Call  277-4145  for  more 
information. 

•  Festival  international  de  Jazz  de 
Montreal '86.  Untii  July  6.  Featuring  such 
renowned  performers  as  Wayne  Shorter  and 
Herbie  Hancock.  Alive,  the  feminist  quintet, 
will  appear  in  the  Jazz  Beat  series.  The  festival 
also  features  jam  sessions  with  Montreal  jazz 
musicians  and  a  selection  of  films  about  jazz. 
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Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 
correspondent  James  Vandervoort.  For 
the  most  up-to-date  information  on 
events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 
issue  of  Sortie,  Call  (514)286-7122  for 
locations. 


VANCOUVER 

•  Folk  Music  Festival.  The  ninth 
annual  Vancouver  Folk  Music  Festival  runs  July 
18-20  at  Jericho  Beach  park.  It's  a  three-day 
party  featuring  music,  dance  and  storytelling. 
Styles  range  from  feminist  and  labour  themes  to 
Bluegrass  and  jazz.  More  than  200  performers 


from  around  the  world  including  Heather 
Bishop,  Tracy  Riley,  Ladies  Against  Women, 
Nancy  White,  Cris  Williamson  and  the  On  To 
Ottawa  Trek,  1935-1985.  Weekend  tickets 
$42-55,  day  tickets  $l7-$25  and  fixed  income 
tickets  $35.  Call  (604)  879-2931  for  more 
information. 

•  Exploit  '86.  Performers  at  the  fair  during 
July  include  KD  Lang  (July  I),  Nancy  White  (July 
1-4),  Mitzi  Gaynor  (July  5)  and  Joan  Rivers  (July 
19). 

•  AM  ARC  2.  A  conference  on  community 
radio,  including  Vancouver's  CFRO  which  airs 
two  gay/lesbian  programmes  weekly, 
Montreal's  Radio  Centreville  and  alternative 
broadcasters  from  Senegal,  Bolivia,  Sweden 
and  El  Salvador.  Salvador's  Radio  Venceremos 
began  broadcasting  news  supressed  by  the  US  in 
1980.  The  conference  fee  is  $105.  AMARC  2 


runs  from  July  25-29  at  Britannia  Community 
Centre,  in  the  heart  of  Vancouver's  multi- 
cultural East  End.  For  more  details,  call  (604) 
253-0427. 

•  Vancouver  Lesbian 
Connection.  Drop  -in  every  Wednesday  at 
876  Commercial  Drive,  9-1  Ipm.  Call  875-6963 
for  more  information.  There  will  be  a  legal 
advice  drop-in,  July  26, 9am-l2  noon,  at  the 
centre. 

•  Community  Centre  Dance. 
Hosted  by  the  Vancouver  Gay/Lesbian 
Community  Centre  at  the  Edge,  1225  Homer 
St.  July  5.  Admission,  $5. 

•  English  Bay  Swim  Club.  Navigate 
the  waters  of  the  Aquatic  Centre,  1050  Beach 
Ave,  6:45-8pmeach  Tuesday.  Admission  $3. 

•  Gay  Bridge  Club.  Starts  dealing  at 
7:30pm  each  Thursday  at  the  Vancouver 
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Gay/Lesbian  Community  Centre,  4-1170  Bute 
St. 

•  Women  in  Vancouver.  The  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  at  the  corner  of  Burrard  and 
DunsmuirSts  is  the  location  of  an  eight- 
minute,  six-projector  audio-visual 
presentation,  tracing  women's  contributions 
to  Vancouver.  This  Centennial  Commission 
project  runs  until  December  31.  For  more 
information,  683-2531. 

•  Cafe  Lil.  The  lesbian  information  line 
coffee  house,  July  7, 7-IOpm.  At  the  Vancouver 
Lesbian  Centre,  876  Commercial  Drive. 
875-6963. 

•  God's  Not  Finished  With  Us 
Yet.  A  big,  boisterous  musical  theatre 
comedy  that  zeroes  in  on  the  nuclear  threat, 
the  women's  movement,  gay  rights,  famine  and 
terrorism.  Runs  until  July  5  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Playhouse,  649  Cambie  St.  Tickets  at 
all  UTC  outlets. 

•  Urban  Sax.  At  le  Palais  de  Versailles, 
Urban  Sax  arrived  by  fork-lift,  ambulance,  rope 
ladderand  parachute.  This  eccentric  crew  will 
haunt  Expo  on  July  7,  wearing  white  spacesuits 
and  playing  saxophone  music  that's  out  of  this 
world.  Plays  at  dusk  in  the  Plaza  of  Nations. 
Free  with  Expo  admission. 

•  Ballet.  The  Royal  Ballet  of  Britain 
performs  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Theatre,  649 
Cambie  St,  July  8-13.  The  programme  features 
Romeo  and  Juliet.  The  Royal  Thai  Ballet  will 
perform  The  Abduction  of  Sita  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Theatre,  July  22-24.  Tickets  are 
$15-35,  available  from  all  UTC  outlets. 

•  42nd  Street.  If  you're  in  the  mood  to 
go  down  42nd  Street  singing  Shuffle  Off  To 
Buffalo,  then  Broadway's  Tony  Award-winning 
musical  isforyou.  Time  magazine  described  it 
as  "the  classical  showbiz  tale  of  a  young 
ingenue  hot  on  the  trail  of  stardom. .  .a  musical 
made  in  heaven."  July  15-26  at  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Theatre,  649  Cambie  St.  Tickets 
$l5-$35,  available  at  all  UTC  outlets. 

•  The  Vancouver  Art  Gallery.  The 
Vatican  Splendour  highlighting  the  spirit  of 
17th  century  Rome;  Edvard  Munch,  the 
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"The  liberation 
of  homosexuals 
can  only  be 
the  work  of 
homosexuals 
themselves." 
•  Kurt  Hitler, 
1921 
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LADIES'  NIGHT 

with  host 
J.D.  ROBERTS 


XV 


THE  DIAMOND 

"ALL  DANCE' 

WEEKEND 

Music  by 

JASON  STEELE 

featuring 

THE  DIAMOND 

DANCERS 

Choreographed  by 

DOUG  HAMBURGH 


410  SHERB0URNE  ST.  (1  bl.  north  of  Carlton  St.)  927-9010 


djoots/l/Judi 

and 

present 
Their  first  annual  Euchre  Gala 

in   ^Jne  (^ourfuard 

(at  The  Selby  Hotel,  Toronto) 

J^aturaau,  Aulu  1 9 

Festivities  begin  with  cocktails  at  2pm 
and  then  move  along  to  the  buffet, 
entertainment,  and  awards  at  4pm. 

Tickets  $2  See  Steve  (Boots)  or  Sherry  (Chez) 


Hours: 

8  00  pm  to  1:00  am 

Monday  to  Saturday 


1586  Granville  Street 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
Tel    (902)  423  6814 


adtscaoftda 


for  members  and  their  guest 


Member  IGTA 


with  the 
rest... 

Now  sleep 
with 
the  best. 


JOIN  US!  IN  THE 
WEST  SIDE  STORY  WAY 

EXPLORE  OUR  FABULOUS  HOME-MADE 
FOOD,  SANDWICHES,  CAKES  AND 
ICES.  WE  ARE  OPEN  EARLY  AND 
CLOSED  LATE,  DON'T  FORGET  WE 
ARE  HERE  FOR  YOU.  JUST  FOR  YOU 
AND  ONLY  YOU.  TRY  US,  YOU'LL  LIKE 
US.  AT  THE  EAST  SIDE  CAFE,  EVERY  DAY 
FRESH  DAILY  SPECIALS  ONLY  FOR  YOU. 


EAST  SIDE  CAFE 

7  MAITLAND  STREET 

TORONTO  •  CANADA 

920-4821 

PATIO  NOW  OPEN 
FULLY  LICENSED 


It's  true.  Hemingway  lived  here. 
Double  Occupancy  from  $35 


Qratify yourself! 

We've  got  the  men 

and  Toronto's 

friendliest  bars. 


BUDS 


VAi 


Bop  til  you  drop 
Disco. 

Cmisy  video  bar 


with  games,  juke  box,  and 
summer  courfyard. 


592  Sherbourne  St,  Toronto  M4X  1L4- 

(just  below  Bloor  St.  E.) 

(416)921-3142 
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Norweigian  artist's  works,  including  his  most 
famous  and  controversial  painting  The  Shriek; 
and  Aspects  of  French  Art,  1966-1986,  all 
run  through  July  9  at  the  Vancouver  Art  Gallery, 
750  Hornby  St. 

•  Potluck  Supper.  Sponsored  by  the 
Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Centre,  July  26  at  7:30pm.  For  more 
information,  call  Mac  at  929-3966. 

•  Frontrunner.Thegay  and  lesbian 
running  and  jogginggroup  meets  every  Sunday 
at  Ham  at  Lord  Roberts  School,  corner  of 
ComoxandBidwellSts. 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  The 
Vancouver  Group  meets  each  Saturday,  from 
7-9pm  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Centre,  4-1170  Bute  St.  684-6869. 

•  Vancouver  Lesbian 
Connection.  Coffee  house  every  Friday  at 
876 Commercial  Drive.  7:30-llpm.  875-6963. 

Reported  from  Vancouver  by  TBP 

correspondents  Darren  Lowe  and  Ken 

Anderlini. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 

happening  in  Vancouver,  pick  up  the 

city's  leading  gay  paper,  Angles.  For 

outlets,  call  (604)  684-6869. 


KD  LANG* VANCOUVER 


VICTORIA 

•  Island  Gay  Society.  The  Victoria 
group  holds  a  coffee  house  each  Sunday  evening 
at  the  Janes  Bay  Community  Centre,  140 
Oswego  St.  9-llpm.  Admission  $2.  Call 
599-5480  for  more  information. 


KELOWNA 

•  Okanagan  Gay  sand  Lesbians. 

The  group  hosts  a  weekly  dance  on  Saturday 
nights.  Fortimes  and  places,  write  Box  711, 
Station  A,  Kelowna  BC  VIY  7P4. 


LANGLEY 

•  Fraser  Valley  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Support  Group.  Drop-in  every  Saturday 
night,  8pm-lam,  9500-208  St.  Bringyourown 
drinks  and  munchies.  Call  888-2189  for  more 
information. 


ST    JOHNS 

•  The  Fox.  Allan  Miller's  play  based  on  the 
novella  by  D  H  Lawrence.  A  handsome,  sensual 
soldier  on  leave  explosively  disrupts  the 
relationship  of  two  women  on  a  rural  farm.  July 
23-26  at  LSPU  Hall.  Victoria  St.  For 
reservations,  call  753-4531. 

•  Torch  Song  Trilogy.  TheStephenville 
Festival  presents  Maxim  Mazumdarin  Harvey 
Fierstein's  award-winning  play.  August  4-10  at 
LSPU  Hall,  Victoria  St.  For  reservations,  call 
753-4531. 


NEW    YORK 

•  M  ACT  Conference.  The  6th  annual 
conference  of  the  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  hosted  by  Men 
ofAII  Colors  Together,  New  York.  This  year's 
theme  is  "Acknowledging  Our  History/  Taking 
Responsibility  for  Our  Lives.' '  The  gathering 
will  be  held  June  28-July  5  in  New  York  City. 
Speakers  include  Bayard  Rustin,  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  1963  March  on  Washington; 
philosopher-activist  Barbara  Smith,  co- 
founder  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Colour 
Press;  Martin  Bauml  Duberman,  author  of 
In  White  America;  social  worker  Pat 
Robinson;  drug/alcohol  abuse  counsellors 
William  Deegan  and  Gilberto  Alvarez: 
co-founder  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
Joan  Nestle;  author,  activist ,  historian  and 
television  producer  Amber  Hollibaugh; 
John  S  Patterson  who  will  preview  his  new 
show  on  the  writing  of  Black  Americans;  and 
Richard  Fung  who  will  show  his  acclaimed 
documentary  Orientations.  The  conference 
will  kick  off  with  participation  in  New  York's 
Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day  parade  and 
will  feature  a  number  of  exciting  entertainment 
events  in  addition  to  workshops  and 
discussions.  To  register,  send  $75  to 
Convention  '86,  c/o  Charles  Black,  238  Adelphi 
St,  Brooklyn  NY  11205.  For  further 
information,  call  (201)  481-2876. 


TORONTO  •  SIMON  FANSHAWE  •  JULY  2-5 


•  The  National  Ballet  of  Canada. 

Appearing  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House, 
Lincoln  Centre,  New  York,  July  22-27.  The 
programme  includes  Glen  Tetley's  Alice, 
Constantin  Patsalas'  Angali,  and  Danny 
Grossman's  new  work  Hot  House:  Thriving 
On  A  Riff.  Performances  are  Wednesday 
through  Friday  at  8pm,  opening  night  at 
7:30pm,  Saturday  at  2  and  8pm  and  Sunday  at 
3pm.  Tickets  range  from  $9-$45.  For 
reservations,  call  (212)  362-6000. 


Simon  Fanshawe.  A  very  funny 
man!  Catch  this  British  stand-up 
comedian's  show  during  his  Cana- 
dian tour.  Simon  will  be  touring 
Yuk-Yuk's  Komedy  Kabarets 
across  the  country.  The  Uptown  in 
Toronto,  July  2-5  (Mulberry's  on  Ju- 
ly 3);  Ottawa,  July  12-14;  Montreal, 
at  The  Festival  July  1 5,  The  Com- 
edy Nest  July  16-20;  Edmonton,  Ju- 
ly 24-26;  and  Calgary,  July 
3 1 -August  2. 


WASHINGTON  CHICAGO 


•  AIDS  in  the  Black  Community. 

A  conference  in  Washington,  DC  July  18.  The 
day-long  event  is  sponsored  by  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  and  other 
civil  rights  and  social  service  organizations. 
Workshops  include  "The  Political  Implications 
of  the  AIDS  crisis;' '  issues  of  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse;  use  of  the  news  media  as  a  tool  for 
education;  women  and  AIDS;  prenatal  and 
pediatric  health  care;  HTLV3  testing;  AIDS  and 
correctional  institutions;  issues  of  insurance, 
finances  and  the  law;  and  risk  reduction.  In  the 
United  States,  25  percent  of  those  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  are  Black  men,  women  and  children. 
In  metropolitan  areas,  the  incidence  is  as  high 
as  50  percent.  To  register,  write  NCBLG,  Inc. 
930  F  Street  NW,  Suite  514,  Washington,  DC 
20004  or  call  (202)  737-5276. 


•  Midwest  Regional  Conference 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews. 

Congregation  OrChadash,  Chicago's 
synagogue  with  an  outreach  to  the  gay 
community,  will  host  the  conference  over  the 
July  4th  weekend  The  festivities  include 
religious  services,  guest  speakers  and 
workshops  on  topics  including:  Aging  as  Gays 
and  Lesbians,  Basic  Jewish  Ritual;  Parenting; 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews  by  Choice.  Aspects  of 
Relationships;  and  Gay  men  and  Lesbians 
Working  Together,  Forming  a  Support  System. 
Home  hospitality  is  available  to  those  attending 
from  out  of  town  For  more  information,  or  to 
register,  write:  Conference  Committee, 
Congregation  OrChadash.  656  West  Barry 
Avenue,  Chicago  IL  60657  USA  orcall  (312) 
248-9456  Registration  fee  is  $85. 
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117  DUNDAS    ST.    E.     365-9825 
TORONTO 


(Urtflmt 


trots 

Bitting  lounge 
Good  food...  friendly  atmosphere 

Don't  miss  our  Sunday  Brunch. 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (near  Church)  365-9825 


Bistro  422 

invites  you  to  celebrate 

Gay  &  Lesbian 
Pride  Day 


422  College  St.  just  east  of  Bathurst    963-9416 


RESERVE  NOW 


NEED  A  FLORIST?  CALL  ME 

FLOWERS  BY  JEAN-LOUIS 

FOR  PERSONALIZED  SERVICE 


FLOWERS  BY  JEAN-LOUIS 

549  PARLIAMENT  STREET 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  M4X  IP7 


IMMEDIATE 

CITY  &  WORLD-WIDE  DELIVERY 

(416)922-5518 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


A    4f 


CHAPS 

9  ISABELLA  ST,  TORONTO,  CANADA 
(416)960  1200 
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m  A  COUNTRY  JOURNAL® 
FOR  GAY  MEN  EVERYWHERE 


SPRING  SUMMER.  FALL.  &  WINTER 

$330  SAMPLE  COPY  LATEST  ISSUE 
1O.00REGULAP  SUBSCRIPTION  (IW 
_15.00WTH  FIRST  CLASS  MAILING 
*  Route  l,Baxrl27-E  ®  Batersvtlle,  NQ  *  28705® 


Choose  from  the  authentic,  the  exemplary,  the  uncommon. 
Daniel  Stroud,  Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  Posterity  Graphics 
Ltd.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vintage 


R?TcRs!  ** 


posterity  graphics 

265  queen  street  east  toronto  861-1851 


KEY  WEST 


...a  tropical  island  paradise 
and  America's  premier  gay 
resort  area. 

For  FREE  Key  West  information 
and  brochures  from  member 
guesthouses  write:  The  Kev  West 
Business  Guild,  P.O.  Box4640-K, 
Key  West,  FL  33041. 


Name 


Address . 


LEROYO     S     L     0 


•  Women's  Motorcycle  Festival. 

The  third  annual  women's  motorcycle  festival 
will  be  held  in  upstate  New  York,  August  21-24. 
Those  in  attendance  at  the  first  two  festivals, 
organized  by  Gin  Shear  and  Sue  Slate,  reported 
having  a  terrific  time.  Popularevents  such  as  the 
Slow  Race,  prizes  for  oldest  bike,  furthest 
travelled,  and  best  in  show  will  be  back  this  year. 
Courses  in  safety  and  group  riding  will  be 
offered  as  well  as  a  group  ride.  The  Leather 
And  Lace  All-Star  Revue  returns  as  well, 
emceed  by  Irene  Szabo.  To  register,  write  WMF 
'86, 7  Lent  Ave,  Le  Roy,  NY  l4482orcall  (7I6) 
768-6054. 


BOSTON 

•  Aliens  in  the  Promised  Land. 

This  is  the  theme  of  the  sixth  annual  conference 
of  the  United  Church  Coalition  for  Lesbian/Gay 
Concerns.  It  will  be  held  July  3-6  at  First 
Church  in  Cambridge  Congregational,  in  the 
Harvard  Square  area  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  The  group  is  an  officially 
recognized  special  interest  group  within  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  Keynote  speakerfor 
the  conference  will  be  Gary  Comstock  of  Gay 
Men's  Health  Crisis  and  the  gay  caucus  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City. 
The  conference  also  includes  a  concert  by  Susan 
Savell.  To  register,  write  Registrar,  UCCL/GC 
National  Gathering,  PO  Box  403,  Holden,  MA 
OI520orcall  M.  Suarez,  (617)524-4288. 


City 


State 


Zip 


DENVER 

•  Silent  Harvest.  The  independent 
Christian  network  will  hold  its  second 
international  conference  July  25-27.  July  will 
mark  the  fourth  anniversary  of  Silent  Harvest, 
which  began  in  1982  as  a  newsletter  for  sign 
language  interpreters  in  congregations  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Church.  As  the 
ministry  became  international,  Spanish  and 
French  ministries  evolved  and  ministry  to  the 
physically  disabled  became  a  primary  concern. 
Until  March  1986,  Silent  Harvest  was  part  of 
MCC's  commission  forspecialministries.lt 
then  became  independent  and  is  now 
interdenominational.  The  conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
of  the  Rockies,  at  the  corner  of  Clarkson  and 
Tenth  in  Denver.  Those  interested  in  attending 
should  contact  PD  Sterling  at  Box  19051 1 . 
Dallas  TX  75219-0511  or  call  (214)  821-5900. 


•  Pink  Youthquake.  The  third 
International  gay  youth  congress  will  be  held  in 
Oslo,  Norway  August  3-10.  The  gathering  is 
sponsored  by  the  Ungdomsgruppa  of  DNF-48 
(Oslo)  and  the  Internatinal  Gay  Youth 
Information  Pool.  Anyone  may  attend  as  an 
observer,  but  delegates  may  not  be  more  than 
26  years  old.  Groups  may  send  up  to  four 
delegates,  but  no  more  than  two  of  each 
gender.  Accomodation  will  be  in  an 
International  Youth  Hostel,  so  participants 
should  register  as  members  of  the  Youth  Hostel 
Association  prior  to  departure  for  Norway. 
Planned  workshops  include:  Having 
Children— Making  Families;  recruiting  women; 
religion;  education;  bisexuality;  sexual 
harassment— abuse  of  power; 
internationalism— where  do  we  go  from  here? 
Social  events  will  include  a  boat  trip  and 
barbeque  on  the  Oslo  Fjord,  sightseeing,  a  drag 
show  and  a  screening  of  The  Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show.  To  register  for  the  conference, 
write  to  the  International  Gay  Youth 
Information  Pool,  PO  Box  1305,  Vika,  N-0II2, 
Oslo  I.Norway. 


DENMARK 

•  International  Gay  Camp.  This 
year's  camp  will  be  held  on  the  Danish  island  of 
Aero,  July  12-19.  Roughing  it  in  the  company  of 
an  international  group  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
For  information,  write  O-lejrkontoret, 
Vendersgade8, 1363  Copenhagen  K,  Denmark 
or  phone  01-11  558I.OrwriteKresten 
Thomsen,  Arhusgade  66st,  2100  Copenhagen 
O,  Denmark.  PhoneOI- 386280  orOI-31  2295. 

•  IGA  Conference  '86.This  year's 
conference  will  be  held  in  Copenhagen  July 
7-12,  hosted  by  the  Danish  national 
organization  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
Lfandsforeningen  for  Bosserog  Lesbiske, 
Forbundet  af  1948.  The  conference  will  take 
place  on  the  grounds  of  a  200-year-old 
farmhouse  located  outside  Copenhagen. 
Proceedings  will  include  workshops  to  conduct 
the  business  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  and  to  discuss  common  concerns 
and  plot  political  action  for  the  coming  year. 
Observers  are  welcome,  and  all  IGA  member 
groups  are  encouraged  to  send  delegates.  For 
more  information,  write  to  the  F-48,  Box  1023, 
DK-1007  Copenhagen,  Denmark  or  telephone 
45  I  13  1948. 


Gotsomethingcoming?Getit 
into  Coming!  Send  information  and 
photos  to  Coming:  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X9. 
Deadline  for  August  events: 
Wednesday  July  9,  Spm. 
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Forward  Together 

Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Day,  Week,  Fortnight.  Every  year  during  the  summer, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  group  together  to  celebrate  being  gay.  All  over  the 
world  —  from  the  thriving  metropolises  to  the  small  country  communi- 
ties, queers  and  dykes  publicly  announce  who  they  are.  Men  who  have  sex 
with  men,  women  who  have  sex  with  women:  the  element  that  sets  us  apart 
from  the  rest  of  society,  and  bonds  us  together.  Pride  Day  celebrations  are 
the  times  to  be  proud  of  who  we  are  and  what  we  do. 

Look  around  you  when  you  are  out  celebrating.  You'll  see  men  and  women  of  all 
shapes,  sizes,  colours,  and  ethnic  backgrounds.  Everyone  is  different  somehow  but 
they're  all  out  there  for  the  same  reasons.  We've  decided  to  take  a  stand  against  soci- 
ety's proclaimation  of  "the  norm,"  and  we're  damn  proud  of  our  choice. 

But  every  year,  the  party  lasts  for  a  predetermined  amount  of  time,  and  then  it's  ov- 
er. Like  Christmas,  all  the  seasonal  objects  are  packed  away  until  same  time,  next 
year.  Good-bye  to  the  pink  flamingos,  triangles,  and  the  special-event,  summer 
clothes.  Back  into  the  closet  they  go  taking  their  special  significance  with  them,  as 
well  as  some  of  our  pride.  Our  regular  patterns  of  life  pick  up  from  where  we  left  them 
suspended  for  a  few  days;  back  to  our  normal  lifestyles.  And  as  we  begin  to  reassimi- 
late  characteristics  from  the  rest  of  society,  things  become  dangerously  normal. 

With  Bill  7  approaching  discussion  on  the  Legislature  floor,  Ontario  is  close  to  de- 
stroying the  threat  of  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  As  a  country, 
Canada  is  finally  coming  of  age.  Municipalities  across  the  country  are  creating  legis- 
lation to  stop  harassment  directed  toward  the  gay  community.  We  are  here  to  stay,  and 
are  finally  seen  as  legitimate  members  of  society.  We  are  one  step  closer  to  living  in  the 
type  of  Utopia  some  of  us  dream  about.  Yet  even  as  we  make  progress  with  govern- 
ment bodies,  we  can  still  find  things  to  change  in  our  own  communities,  and  in  the 
way  we  relate  to  each  other. 

If  women  are  allowed  in  gay  bars,  management  policy  can  make  it  very  difficult  un- 
less they  have  three  pieces  of  identification  or  are  wearing  a  dress.  Men  wearing  skirts 
are  usually  banned  from  gay  bars,  unless  it  is  part  of  obvious  drag.  Some  Pride  Day 
parades  even  go  so  far  as  to  segregate  the  men  from  the  women  for  the  march.  We 
seem  to  have  chosen  some  strongly  negative  items  from  heterosexual  society  to  use  as 
our  security  blankets. 

A  lot  of  us  are  attacked  from  both  sides  of  the  social  fence.  The  days  of  straights 
throwing  eggs  at  drag  queens  as  they  parade  out  of  bars  may  be  over,  but  queer-bash- 
ing still  goes  on  around  us.  The  battle  against  homophobia  from  the  straight  commu- 
nity requires  energy  and  commitment  from  all  of  us.  If  for  no  other  reason,  we  can't 
waste  time  with  internalized  discrimination.  Our  sexual  preference  may  not  be  as  im- 
portant to  some  of  us  as  to  others,  but  it  is  the  common  bond  among  us.  This  is  what 
we  celebrate. 

During  the  Pride  celebrations,  look  at  all  the  different  people.  Some  people  have 
never  had  any  problems  living  in  their  environment.  Others  have.  Each  one  of  us  is 
different  from  the  next  person  but  our  bond  ties  us  together  into  a  community.  A 
community  with  a  great  track  record  for  getting  things  done.  When  we  work  together, 
we  can  create  a  healthy  Utopia  for  all  of  us.  There's  room  for  everyone! 

This  year's  Pride  celebration  theme  is  —  Forward  Together.  It's  great  being  gay. 
Not  just  for  a  day  or  a  week,  but  for  a  lifetime! 

Thomas  A  ndrew  Keith  for  the  collective  • 


Furniture  Fact  M°  25:  Ever  dream  of  curling  up  in  sculptured  arms, 
sturdy  legs,  and  a  strong  back,  while  stroking  a  seat  shaped  just 
right?  Then  you'll  love  what  we  do  with  your  sofa.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  provide  a  lover,  and  if  his  seat  needs  recovering,  well...  that's 
your  project. 

•FREE  ESTIMATES  •  «%  CMV  WSCOUMT  • 


•  MEMBER  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSMESS  COUNCIL  • 


Patio  Open 
Open  For  Sunday  Brunch 

New  Menu     Fun  Drinks 


"A  clever  and 
imaginative  eatery 


// 


—  Globe  and  Mail  —Toronto  Star  —Toronto  Sun 

Lunch  12-3;  Dinner  (Mon-Thurs)  5:30-10, 
(Fri,Sat)  5:30-1 1 :  Sunday  Brunch  12-3 

For  Reservations  call  Jennie's  Restaurant  861-1461 
360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto 
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ChchIHe  Brilliance 
OfShmsStlverSeason. 


When  we  were  one  year  old  we  made  a  wish. 

It  all  came  true  this  year. 
Come  celebrate  our  25th  Anniversary  with: 

CAVALCADE  by  Noel  Coward,  sponsored  by  Factory  carpet 

ARMS  AND  THE  MAN  by  Bernard  Shaw,  sponsored  by  D  transcanada  Prunes 

BANANA  RIDGE  by  Ben  Travers,  sponsored  by  American  express 

GIRL  CRAZY  by  George  &  Ira  Gershwin,  sponsored  by  ®  standard  Bmadostmj: 

BLACK  COFFEE  by  Agatha  Christie,  sponsored  by  ^^ 

For  tickets  call  (416)  468-2172. 

Toll-free  from  Toronto  361-1544. 


Artistic  Director  Christopher  Newton    '  "G 


NIAGARAONTHELAKE 


86 

Come  Celebrate. 


Make  your  voice  stronger  in  86 
Support  your  community  centre 

We  provide  services  to  Gays  &  Lesbians  in  the  Lower  Mainland 
The  Vancouver  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community  Centre  provides: 

•  SEARCH  confidential  counselling 


•  "Out  on  the  Shelves"  Library 

•  Vancouver  Gay  Food  Bank 

•  Free  &  Confidential  Legal  Clinic 

•  Gay/Lesbian  Youth  Support  Group 


GAYBLEVISION,  cable  10 
1  Public  Affairs  &  Conferencing 
on  gay  issues 


Phone  684-6869  •  Box  2259,  Vancouver  V6E  126 
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Police  use  so-called  'public  sex'  to  harass  and  discredit 
gay  men,  but  legal  notions  of  public  and  private  are  little 
more  than  disguised  homophobia. 

Girls  on  video 

Anna  Marie  Smith,  Robyn  Lake  and  Gillian  Rodgerson 
discuss,  dissect  and  review  four  lesbian  sex  tapes  from 
Blush  Productions. 

A  self-portrait 

Bondage  and  discipline  by  Anna  Marie  Smith. 

Through  the  lens  of  truth 

David  Mclean  talks  to  Bill  Sherwood,  director  of  Parting 
Glances  —  a  film  that  presents  gay  life  with  no 
apologies,  no  explanations. 

Remembering  Cocteau 

Jerry  Rosco  in  conversation  with  American  novelist 
Glenway  Wescott. 

That  long-distance  feeling 

Living  far  away  from  your  parents  often  means  you  can 
avoid  coming  out.  But  not  forever.  The  Back  Page  by 
Andrew  Lesk. 

Regular  features 

Editorial:  Pride  in  diversity 

Letters:  Promiscuity  in? 

In  Canada:  Privacy  arguments  rejected 

Network:  Canada's  gay  community 

The  World:  Gay  Democrat  Gerry  Studds 

The  Third  Text:  Modern  love 

The  Classifieds:  With  hot  pix  by  Mark  Brickell 

The  cover:  Photo  by  David  Blair,  concept  by  Gillian  Rodgerson  and  Anna 
Marie  Smith.  Customs  officer's  uniform  by  Sheila  Pruden,  Thunder  Thighs 
Costumes.  Cover  design  by  Ian  King,  Robyn  Lake  and  Dale  Bolivar. 


Open  TOish  -  [Oish 


in  Vancouver, 
"I  Western  Canada's 
Gay  Bookstore 

Mail  Order  Catalogue  Available 
Write  or  phone  for  information 


1221  THURLOW  ST.,  VAN.  B.C.  V6E  1X4 


PHONE  669-1753 
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Promiscuity  in? 

Thanks  for  the  article  "The  quandary  of  advice" 
in  your  May  issue.  Unfortunately,  the  subsequent 
article,  "The  prophylactic  lover"  is  too  cute  for 
words.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  the  AIDS  virus, 
"use  condoms"  is  great  advice,  but  you  left  a  lot 
out: 

1)  You  haven't  considered  the  possibility  of  leak- 
age or  misuse  or  disuse  of  safes. 

2)  Many  of  us  do  not  believe  getting  ass-fucked 
with  a  safe  is  the  last  word  in  gay  sex  —  the  invet- 
erate cocksuckers.  rimmers,  kissers,  rough-and- 
tumble  set.  and  those  who  feel  transmission  of  se- 
men important  sexually,  are  all  left  out. 

3)  In  the  heat  of  the  moment,  how  can  anyone 
guarantee  confinement  of  sex  to  just  assfucking 
with  a  safe? 

Exactly  how  much  can  we  trust  the  HTLV-3  an- 
tibody test?  A  condom?  A  lover?  Long-term  mo- 
nogamy? The  lessons  gleaned  from  An  Early 
Frost"]  A  Dennis  Altman  disciple? 

So  now  promiscuity  is  "in"  again,  just  as  long 
as  you  use  a  safe  and  just  assfuck?  Oh  really  — 
what  are  the  odds?!  The  prophylactic  lover  is  as 
much  a  myth  as  any  other  safe-sex  technique  — 
the  issue  is  not  which  is  more  or  less  "politically 
correct,"  but  which  is  right  for  the  informed 
individual! 
JohnW 
Saskatoon 

Author  no  monster 

In  "Monstrous  Visions"  (June,  1986),  Gerald 
Hannon  says  of  Scott  Symons:  '"The  monster 
from  Toronto,'  as  the  Toronto  Star  headlined 
him..." 

That's  inaccurate.  The  headline  Hannon  cites 
appeared  over  my  review  of  Place  d'Armes.  The 
word  "monster,"  in  the  review  and  the  headline, 
was  used  to  describe  not  Symons  but  the  hero  of 
his  novel.  Perhaps  others  confused  the  character 
and  the  author.  I  never  did,  nor  did  the  Star. 

Hannon  also  says  that  after  Symons  brought 
out  his  novel,  "he  became  a  monster"  —in  the 
eyes  of  Toronto,  presumably.  I  don't  think  so.  At 
least,  I  never  heard  anyone  use  that  word  about 
him,  and  never  saw  it  applied  to  him  in  print. 

Robert  Fulford 
Editor,  Saturday  Night 
Toronto 

Monogamy  and  latex 

Rick  Bebout  raises  two  pertinent  questions  about 
our  individual  and  group  reactions  to  AIDS  in  his 
article  "The  Prophylactic  Love"  (May,  1986). 

I  have  noticed  the  reticence  of  many  gay  ac- 
quaintances to  think  of  their  actual  sexual  practi- 
ces as  having  a  potentially  fatal  outcome  for  them 
or  their  partners.  I  believe  this  refusal  to  consider 
the  eventuality  of  death  as  a  possible  result  of  a 
sexual  liaison  is  a  deliberate  mental  block.  This 
block  is  probably  a  response  to  the  early  AIDS 
prevention  advice,  which  emphasized  that  prom- 
iscuity was  bad.  To  limit  one's  encounters  was 
deemed  good.  As  a  model  for  AIDS  prevention, 


the  flaw  in  this  simplistic  article  of  faith  is,  as  Be- 
bout indicated,  the  failure  to  indicate  that  what 
you  did  with  a  partner  was  more  important  than 
how  many  of  them  there  were. 

The  second  issue  Bebout  raised  is  the  assump- 
tion that  monogamy  somehow  absolves  one  of 
any  need  to  practice  safe  sex.  The  sanctimonious 
pontifications  of  many  couples  I  know  about 
their  iron-clad  oaths  of  monogamy  are  indeed 
touching.  Monogamy  for  love  is  a  valid  choice. 
Many  of  these  couples,  however,  admit  to  dispen- 
sing with  the  formalities  of  latex.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  individual  believing  that  simply  by  limiting 
encounters  he  is  at  minimal  risk,  the  couples  may 
choose  to  dispose  of  their  respective  sexual  pasts 
in  their  new-found  monogamy. 

Frank  discussions  on  the  subject,  like  Rick  Be- 
bout's  article,  are  the  signs  of  dealing  with  AIDS 
after  the  initial  hysteria.  He  earns  my  praise  for 
speaking  out  in  an  objective  manner  on  a  subject 
of  importance  to  all  of  us  —  monogamous  or 
otherwise. 

Don  Teel 
Winnipeg 

God-damn  shame! 

Concerning  Kevin  Brown,  the  person  with  AIDS 
in  your  news  article,  "Life  and  love  after  AIDS" 
in  the  May  issue: 

God-damn  shame  if  no  one  has  noticed  Kevin 
since  the  above-named  article  was  printed! 

They  should  be  banging  his  door  down  by 


Brown:  Bang  down  that  door! 

now!  He  should  be  swamped  with  suitors....  You 
can  tell  him  I  said  all  of  this.  It  should  make  his 
day!! 

Brent  Dulitz 
New  Orleans 

Truth  in  advertising 

The  problem  in  the  pages  of  the  classifieds  is  this: 
truth-stretching  is  running  rampant. 

I  notice  in  the  June  issue  someone  took  um- 
brage over  the  art  exhibit  gracing  those  pages.  Al- 
though he'd  probably  do  better  to  join  an  anti- 
porno  league,  the  fact  is  that  he  missed  the  point 
that  hardly  a  word  said  there  is  accurate.  I 
wouldn't  go  so  far  as  to  say  they're  all  lying  be- 
cause I'm  sure  some  of  those  guys  are  real  ser- 
ious. But  for  those  of  us  all-round  swell  guys  who 
just  want  to  get  hitched,  the  "serious"  ads  are  a 
big  let-down. 

On  one  recent  occasion  in  response  to  a  plea 
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314  jarvis  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario 

^^jr]  M5B  2C5 

iataJ         (416)591-6763 


TRAVEL 


WANT  TO 
BLOW  YOUR 
FRIENDS 
...AWAY? 

COME  SAIL 
ON  ST.  ELMO'S  FIRE 


CHOOSE  A  CRUISE 

Early  Bird 

Business  Class  Lunch 

Gourmet  Dinner 

Sunset  Strip 

Saturday  Sailors 

Sunday  Brunch 

Night  Moves 

Great  Escape 

CLIMB 

ABOARD 

ST.  ELMO'S 

FIRE 

and  '  T~~ 

experience 
that  exclusive 
party  you've  been 

waiting  for.  You  and  your  guests  will  enjoy  a 
unique  dining  experience,  an  exhilarating  ride,  the  best 
summer  sun,  or  a  starey,  starey  night. 


RESERVE 

WHAT  YOU 

DESERVE 

(416)465-7682 


->3*  , 


ST  ELMO'S  FIRE 


SAIL  N  CRUISE 
CHARTERS 
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Victoria 


THE  ISLAND     GAY  SOCIETY 

GAY  6,  L  E5BIAN 


COmUNITY 
140  O5WEQ0 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  695,  STATION  E,  VICTORIA,  B.C.,  CANADA  V8W  2P9 


fitting  my  description  I  encountered  the  Vomit 
Monster  from  Poltergeist  II,  who  described  him- 
self as  attractive,  slim  and  serious.  Having  been 
scared  skinny  from  the  minute  the  door  opened,  I 
was  the  slimmest  one  there.  He  grinned  and  look- 
ed horny  and  the  expression  reminded  me  of  my 
cat  in  heat,  only  stupider. 

My  point  is  that  we  can  all  save  ourselves  a 
good  deal  of  time,  paper  and  mental  anguish,  not 
to  mention  postage  stamps,  if  we  just  told  the 
truth.  We're  not  all  dishes,  but  for  frig  sake  don't 
say  you're  attractive  when  you  know  full  well  on  a 
good  day  you're  just  short  of  obscene.  It's  not 
fair  to  those  of  us  who  take  you  on  your  word. 
A  Gamble 
Toronto 

Don't  ask — just  give 

I  would  like  to  make  a  personal  comment  about 
the  need  for  us  to  be  aware  of  the  financial  resour- 
ces of  friends  who  are  diagnosed  with  AIDS  or 
ARC.  During  April  and  May  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
interviewing  gay  men  with  the  disease. 

I  was  thunderstruck  by  their  courage  and  ener- 
gy. It  was  pure  joy  watching  them  organize  their 
PWA  Coalition  with  pride.  Sadly  though,  I  disco- 
vered our  government  is  not  providing  them  with 
sufficient  funds  to  sustain  their  good  health.  In 
BC,  many  PWAs  receive  just  $375  monthly  from 
the  Ministry  of  Human  Resources  to  cover  their 
rent,  food,  medications  and  clothing.  In  other 
provinces  they  are  given  even  less.  The  luckier 
ones  get  a  $536  Canada  Pension  every  month. 

Needless  to  point  out,  a  person  fighting  to  stay 
healthy  incurs  additional  expenses. 

En  route  to  one  interview,  I  met  an  ARC  pa- 
tient on  Granville  Street  who  had  been  forced  by 
his  social  worker  to  travel  all  over  town  in  the  rain 
to  obtain  three  different  quotes  on  the  price  of 
running  shoes.  Large  holes  made  his  only  foot- 
wear a  health  hazard.  The  Ministry  refused  to  is- 
sue him  this  emergency  benefit  until  he  provided 
proof  of  the  cheapest  deal  in  town.  After  six  trips 
to  this  social  worker's  office,  the  ARC  patient  re- 
ceived authorization  for  new  $49  runners. 

One  PWA,  now  dead,  was  denied  Canada  Pen- 
sion. He  filled  out  his  own  forms  and  encounter- 
ed people  in  the  decision-making  process  who  did 
not  understand  the  nature  of  his  illness. 

It  is  hard  enough  on  the  guys  to  deal  with  AIDS 
and  ARC.  Let's  get  behind  them  with  immediate 
cash  sharing  to  insure  they  enjoy  a  reasonable 
quality  of  life.  Don't  ask  them  if  they  need  help. 
They  have  too  much  pride  to  say  yes.  Just  invite 
them  for  a  restaurant  meal  or  stuff  $  50  or  $  100  in- 
to  their  pockets  and  refuse  to  discuss  it. 

Tell  them  you  would  want  the  same  from  them. 

Rob  Joyce 
Vancouver 


Mayor  Arthur  C  Eggleton 

City  Hall 

Toronto 

Last  June,  you  declined  a  request  to  designate 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week  on  the  basis  that  to 

do  so  would  be  to  glorify  sexual  orientation. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  understand  the  logic  which 
could  reach  such  a  position  while  staunchly  de- 
fending the  glorification  of  individuals,  groups 
and  objects  with  Gene  Kelly  Day,  Toy  and  Decor- 
ation Week,  Toronto  International  Auto  Show 


"Do  you  (Art  Eggleton) 

consider  it  appropriate 

to  designate  days  for 

the  family  or  children? 

Is  this  glorification  of 

heterosexuality?  I 

hardly  think  so.  Why 

then  is  the  designation 

of  Lesbian  and  Gay 

Pride  Week  the 

glorification  of 

homosexuality?  Are 

you  incapable  of 

seeing  prejudice  for 

what  it  is?? 

Week,  International  Auditors  Day  (!),  Jane  Mal- 
lett  Day,  Schizophrenia  Awareness  Week,  Foot 
Health  Day,  Postal  Employees  Week,  Interna- 
tional Rose  Week,  and  on  and  on.  Not  that  all 
these  days  and  weeks  and  months  and  years  don't 
have  perfectly  reasonable  objectives.  But  certain- 
ly there  is  as  much  legitimacy  in  declaring  Lesbi- 
an and  Gay  Pride  Week. 

Do  you  consider  it  appropriate  to  designate 
days  for  the  family  or  children?  Is  this  glorifica- 
tion of  heterosexuality?  I  hardly  think  so.  Why 
then  is  the  designation  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  the  glorification  of  homosexuality?  Are 
you  incapable  of  seeing  prejudice  for  what  it  is? 

I  urge  you  to  reconsider  your  position  and  de- 
clare Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week  this  year. 
Robert  A  Brosius 
Toronto 

• 
Dr  WGifford-Jones 
Toronto 

I  saw  your  advertisement  in  this  morning's  Globe 
and  Mail  requesting  support  for  the  W  Gifford- 
Jones  Foundation  and  quoting  a  letter  that  points 
to  the  refusal  of  doctors  to  relieve  the  pain  of  ter- 
minally ill  cancer  patients  by  prescribing  heroin  or 
even  adequate  amounts  of  morphine.  The  letter 
goes  on  to  ask,  "How  can  doctors  be  so  illogical 
and  cruel?" 

You  have  yet  to  answer  that  question  in  regard 
to  your  illogical  and  cruel  attacks  upon  homosex- 
uals. That  your  attacks  are  verbal  rather  than 
physical  hardly  excuses  them.  Opinions  such  as 
yours  surely  provide  a  potent  justification  for  the 
rest  of  society  to  turn  its  face  away  from  both  the 
symbolic  attack  and  from  the  real  violence  that 
members  of  the  gay  community  face  daily  in  this 
city  and  throughout  Canada.  This  violence  all 
too  often  results  in  death  for  its  victims  —  a  death 
that  comes  for  them  in  particularly  brutal,  cruel, 
and  humiliating  circumstances.  If  you  are  not 
aware  of  it,  you  should  examine  the  case  of  Kenn 
Zeller  who  one  night  last  June  was  attacked  by  a 
band  of  youths  —  all  from  "good  homes"  — 
who  had  gathered  with  little  else  in  mind  but  to  do 
some  "queer-bashing"  for  the  evening.  Mr  Zeller 
was  a  popular  and  respected  teacher  in  Toronto, 
but  these  youths  thought  he  was  a  homosexual  — 
one  of  the  irresponsible  moral  lepers  that  you 
write  about  in  your  columns  -  and  so  they  chased 
him,  dragged  him  from  his  locked  car.  set  upon 
him  with  clubs,  and  beat  him  to  death. 

continued  on  [hi»t  I? 
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continued  from  page  II 

On  the  same  night  that  Kenn  Zeller  died,  a  friend 
and  I  walked  from  a  private  home  on  Oxford  Street 
to  Spadina  Avenue  and  stood  there  for  a  few 
moments  to  hail  a  cab.  In  that  short  time,  we  were 
set  upon  by  a  group  —  five  men  and  a  woman  — 
who  spit  upon  us,  tore  our  clothing,  and  beat  us 
with  their  fists.  Only  the  intervention  of  a  cab  driver 
saved  us  from  greater  injury  than  we  suffered. 

If  you  and  your  Foundation  were  indeed  con- 
cerned to  alleviate  cruelty  and  illogicality  among 
doctors,  you  would  begin  to  examine  critically  your 
own  attitude  to  homosexuality  and  you  would  do 
something  to  alleviate  the  cruelty  which  you  and  all 
too  many  other  doctors  still  inflict  upon  homosex- 
uals. In  the  past,  I  have  contributed  to  the  work  of 
the  W  Gifford-Jones  Foundation,  but  you  will 
understand  that  I  will  now  seek  other  avenues  to  op- 
pose the  important  but  limited  medical  cruelty  and 
illogicality  that  it  recognizes. 
Thomas  B  Greenfield 
Toronto 

• 
Manager,  CHQT Broadcasting  Ltd 
Edmonton 

I  am  writing  to  protest  certain  comments  made 
by  Bob  Bradburn  on  the  Bob  Bradburn  Show 
April  23.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  here  is 
what  (his  guest)  Ed  Mason  said:  "I'm  wondering 
how  many  gay  people  are  listening  to  this  broad- 
cast and  what  they're  thinking.  Perhaps  we 
should  invite  them  to  phone  in  and  comment." 

To  which  Bob  Bradburn  replied:  "I  doubt  if 
any  of  them  are  strong  enough  to  lift  the  receiver 
to  make  the  call." 

First  of  all,  Bob  Bradburn's  remarks  were  of- 
fensive to  me  because  I  am  the  mother  of  a  gay 
son  who  is  anything  but  limp-wristed  —  this  be- 
ing just  one  of  the  untrue  and  unfair  myths  circul- 
ating about  gay  men. 

This  isn't  the  first  time  Bob  Bradburn  has 
made  derogatory  remarks  about  people  —  he 
seems  to  be  a  very  bigoted  and  prejudiced  person, 
which  doesn't  give  your  radio  station  a  very  good 
image. 

Please  take  the  necessary  steps  to  see  that  this 
sort  of  thing  doesn't  happen  again.  Removing 
Bob  Bradburn  from  broadcasting  would  be 
ideal,  but  I  realize  this  isn't  likely  to  happen. 
However,  I  am  asking  you  to  discipline  him  and 
require  a  public  apology. 
Jean  Dean 
Edmonton 

Dear  Ms  Dean: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  regarding  in- 
delicate and  injudicious  comments  made  by  Bob 
Bradburn  to  Ed  Mason  on  the  Bob  Bradburn 
show. 

We  appreciate  your  sending  us  your  comments 
with  regard  to  this  situation.  You  can  rest  assured 
that  Mr  Bradburn's  remarks  were  unauthorized 
and  do  not  in  any  way  represent  the  views  of 
CHQT  Broadcasting  Limited. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  ignorance  expressed  in 
his  remarks  and  are  very  disturbed  about  them. 
...  We  are  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  discuss 


this  with  Mr  Bradburn  and  also  to  issue  a  memo, 
again,  to  all  our  air  staff  about  any  derogatory  re- 
marks with  regard  to  minority  groups  of  all 
kinds. 

We  are  in  complete  sympathy  with  your  view- 
points and  ask  that  you  accept  our  apologies  for 
this  incident. 
Lewis  RRoskin 

President  and  General  Manager 
CHQT  1110  AM  Stereo 
Edmonton 

Information  request 

I  am  writing  a  book  that  will  discuss  the  laws  that 
specifically  relate  to  lesbian  women  and  gay  men. 
I  would  like  to  hear  from  persons  who  have  had 
experience  with  a  governmental  agency  or  court 
where  their  sexual  orientation  was  an  issue,  as  in 
child  custody  cases.  Please  contact  me  by  writing 
Charles  Phillips  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289, 
Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X9. 

Our  error 

In  our  June  issue,  Michael  Lynch' s  review  of 
Dennis  Altman's  AIDS  in  the  Mind  of  America 
was  marred  by  an  embarrassing  number  of  typ- 
ographical errors. 

In  his  third  paragraph,  Michael  noted  that 
Susan  Sontag's  Illness  as  Metaphor  "decon- 
structs metaphors  only,  "not  "the  metaphor  on- 
ly. ' '  Farther  along  he  said  that  "A  It  man  seeks  to 
deconstruct  the  way  the  'mind  of  America '  has 
conceptualized  AIDS...";  in  the  printed  version 
that  "the"  was  left  out. 

In  one  place  an  entire  line  of  type  was  skipped, 
making  hash  of  a  phrase  which  should  have  read: 
"what  if  the  condition  had  first  emerged  in  a 
swinging-singles  context  instead  of  a  gay  one? 
What  if  it  had  come  in  the  Fifties,  before  the  gay 
movement  had  persuaded  America  to  think  in 
termsofagay  'minority' and  gay  'identity'?" 

Finally,  the  sentence  on  page  35  which  began, 
in  print,  "This  is  more  bland:..."  should  have 
read: '  'This  is  more  than  bland;  it  is  blind  to  the 
potential  role  of  the  baths  in  developing  a  new 
safe-sex  culture." 

Michael,  who  pointed  out  some  of  these  er- 
rors to  me  as  his  not-too-watchful  editor,  said '  7 
may  speak  nonsense,  but  let  it  be  my  own,  not  a 
typesetter  's."To  the  first  part  of  that  assertion  I 
cannot  agree;  to  the  second  I  most  heartily  do, 
and  offer  Michael  my  apologies,  and  my  assur- 
ance of  a  more  careful  eye  in  the  future. 
RickBebout 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W 1X9. 

Letters  selected  for  publication  may  be 
edited  for  length. 
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Miscellaneous 

Productions, 

R.R.  #1,  Grand  Valley, 

Ontario  L0N1G0 

(519)925-5306 


ON  LOCATION  RESORT 
(416)894-1058 

Guestrooms  •  Cottages  •  Swimming  pool 

Private  grounds  •  Fabulous  Beach 

Heart  of  Niagara  Tourist  Area 

where  Canada  and  U.S.  meet 

WHERE  TORONTO  PARTIES 
IN  THE  SUMMER 
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GUEST  HOUSE 


1019,  rue  Saint-Hubert 
Montreal  (Quebec)  Canada 
H2L  3Y3    Tel.:  (514)  289-9297 


PRINSTERN 

ACRES 

GUESTHOUSE 
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MEADOW 
GUESTHOUSE 


For  more  information 

Call  (days)  868-1596 
or     822-4484 

Write  366  Adelaide  St.  East,  Suite  241 
Toronto,  Ont.  Canada  M4S  1N4 


We  are  both  located  in  the  village  of 
Bognor  near  Owen  Sound,  2  1/2  hours 
N.  of  Toronto.  Come  and  enjoy  hiking 
the  Bruce  Trail,  beaches,  sailing, 
horseback  riding,  swimming  pool,  flea 
markets,  home-cooked  meals. 
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Police  use  so-called  'public  sex9  to  harass  and  discredit 
gay  men,  but  legal  notions  of  public  and  private  are  little 
more  than  disguised  homophobia. 


Public  place,  private 


w 


hat's  wrong  with  this  picture? 

A  courtroom  in  Toronto's  Old  City  Hall.  On 
the  bench,  the  judge  is  listening  intently  and  tak- 
ing the  occasional  note.  As  the  court  reporter  rec- 
ords every  word,  the  police  officer  on  the  stand  is 
saying:  "The  defendant  stood  12  inches  back 
from  the  urinal  and  waved  his  erect  penis  at  (he 
names  an  undercover  officer)  for  ten  seconds."  A 
discussion  ensues  among  defence,  crown,  judge 
and  officer  regarding  the  length  of  time  the  man's 
penis  was  exposed,  whether  it  was  fully  erect, 
partially  erect  or  not  at  all  erect  and  whether  ten 
seconds  would  be  a  reasonable  length  of  time  for 
shaking  drops  of  urine  off  the  end  of  one's  penis. 
Throughout  the  discussion  the  defendant  looks 
at  the  floor,  deeply  ashamed.  At  a  table  nearby,  a 
newspaper  reporter  makes  a  note  of  the  man's 
name  and  determines  to  get  his  address. 

What  is  wrong  with  this  picture  is  that  the  fig- 
ures in  it  are  not  laughing.  This  picture  is  not  a 
still  from  a  Monty  Python  sketch.  These  men  are 
deadly  serious.  The  judge,  the  lawyers,  and  the 
police  officer  are  all  adults,  all  applying  years  of 
training  and  valuable  court  time  to  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion of  how  long  the  defendant  shook  his 
dick. 


What  is  wrong  with  this  picture  is  an  appalling 
lack  of  perspective. 

Such  courtroom  tragicomedies  frequently 
touch  on  the  public  setting  of  alleged  offences. 
The  courts  worry  that  unsuspecting  members  of 
the  public  will  stumble  upon  sexual  activity  in  a 
washroom.  One  imaginative  judge  was  concern- 
ed that  toddlers  would  wander  into  washrooms, 
look  under  cubicle  doors  and  find  men  going  at 
it.  In  the  minds  of  judges,  the  public  setting  of  the 
alleged  acts  helps  to  define  them  as  gross  indecen- 
cy. There  is  an  implicit  assumption  that  there  can 
be  no  privacy  in  a  public  place. 

Many  people,  including  many  gay  people, 
agree  with  the  courts.  But,  in  agreeing,  they  over- 
look the  homophobic  nature  of  washroom  and 
park  arrests  and  assume  definitions  of  "public" 
and  "private"  that  are  not  nearly  as  sensible  as 
their  widespread  currency  would  suggest. 

• 
The  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  defines  public 
place  as  "any  place  to  which  the  public  have  ac- 
cess as  of  right  or  by  invitation,  express  or  im- 
plied." By  this  broad  definition,  sex  at  midnight 
in  a  hidden  corner  of  a  park  and  sex  at  mid-day  at 
a  busy  city  intersection  are  both  sex  in  a  public 
place. 


George  Smith  is  a  former  Chairperson  of  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  a  gay  rights  organi- 
zation in  Toronto.  He  has  been  thinking  and  writ- 


Privacy  arguments  rejected 

Judge  rules  that  hidden  cameras  are  a  'reasonable'  invasion  of  washroom  privacy 


GUELPH,  ONT  —  A  provincial  court  judge  last 
February  21  rejected  defence  arguments  that  the 
use  of  video  surveillance  by  police  in  public  wash- 
rooms violates  Section  8  of  the  Canadian  Char- 
ter of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  which  protects  the 
individual's  right  to  privacy.  The  accused  was  con- 
victed March  24,  but  has  appealed  on  Charter 
grounds. 

Judge  Bruce  Payne  ruled  that  "police  had  rea- 
sonable and  probable  grounds  to  believe  that  an 
offence  under  the  Criminal  Code  was  taking 
place  from  time  to  time."  Payne  acknowledged 
that  "persons  using  the  washroom  legitimately 
may  have  had  their  right  to  privacy  invaded,  but  it 
was  brief,  reasonable  and  no  record  was  made." 

Payne  described  the  washroom  as  "a  club- 
house" frequented  by  "known  homosexuals, 
known  sex  offenders."  He  said:  "There's  no  indi- 
cation that  any  one  of  this  group  used  this  facility 
for  its  intended  purpose." 

At  the  preliminary  hearing  in  the  case,  Payne 
had  said  that  a  "public  washroom  is  a  very  limi- 
ted form  of  privacy."  He  questioned  whether 
"two  people  in  one  stall  are  entitled  to  privacy." 
Defence  lawyers  Douglas  Chapman  and  Hal 
Matson  had  argued  that  the  use  of  cameras 
should  be  a  final  step  undertaken  only  if  other 
means  of  discouraging  such  activity  fail.  They 
suggested  warning  signs  in  the  washroom  and  in- 
creased police  patrols.  They  also  said  police 
should  have  obtained  a  search  warrant  before  us- 
ing video  cameras.  The  lawyers  described  secret 


video  surveillance  is  the  "most  intrusive  invasion 
of  our  privacy."  All  citizens  using  the  men's 
washroom  in  Guelph's  Silvercwak  Park  on  May 
31  and  June  3  of  last  year  were  observed  while  oc- 
cupying washroom  cubicles.  The  defence  argued 
that  the  use  of  secret  video  cameras  is  generally 
unreasonable.  They  said  that  the  prosecution  has 
to  answer  the  questions:  What  makes  this  search 
reasonable? 

Chapman  claimed  that  the  police  "didn't  want 
to  stop  the  homosexual  activity  in  the  washroom. 
They  wanted  to  make  as  many  arrests  as  possible. 
They  could  have  done  many  things  before  resor- 
ting to  video  surveillance." 

In  the  Guelph  surveillance,  which  resulted  in 
18  men  being  charged,  the  police  first  tried  obser- 
ving the  cubicles  from  a  plumber's  closet  using  a 
convex  mirror  for  one  day.  This  was  not  success- 
ful, so  they  borrowed  a  video  camera  set-up  from 
Ontario  Provincial  Police  headquarters  in  Tor- 
onto. The  video  cameras  used  in  similar  surveil- 
lance in  other  Ontario  centres  —  Niagara  Falls, 
Kitchener  and  Welland  —  also  came  from  the 
OPP. 

The  court  heard  from  an  undercover  police  of- 
ficer, Constable  Ron  Larking,  that  he  and  a  ser- 
geant conducted  the  surveillance  from  the  wom- 
en's side  of  the  washroom.  They  constantly 
viewed  three  TV  recorders  when  they  suspected 
that  "peculiar"  behaviour  would  take  place. 
During  the  approximately  three  weeks  that  the 
equipment  was  in  place,  women  wishing  to  use 


washroom  facilities  were  directed  to  a  Johnny-on- 
the-spot  nearby. 

Those  videotaped  were  identified  by  their  au- 
tomobile licence  plates  or  by  an  officer  approach- 
ing them  for  identification.  They  were  not  arres- 
ted on  the  spot,  but  were  all  rounded  up  on  a 
single  day  several  weeks  later.  Police  had  decided 
that  the  investigation  would  be  "on-going"  and 
that  to  arrest  people  right  after  they  had  been  vid- 
eo-taped would  have  "jeopardized  the  investiga- 
tion." Defence  lawyers  suggested  that  arresting 
one  person  would  have  "made  an  example"  and 
stopped  the  activity. 

Asked  whether  the  police  had  considered  the 
devastating  effects  of  such  arrests  on  the  lives  of 
the  men  and  their  families,  Constable  David 
Johnson  replied  that  it  "did  not  have  an  effect  on 
the  decision  on  how  to  conduct  this  investiga- 
tion." Following  an  investigation  in  St  Cathar- 
ines, Ont,  last  year,  a  man  committed  suicide.  One 
of  the  Guelph  accused  attempted  suicide  last 
summer. 

Crown  attorney  Owen  Haw  said  that  the  inves- 
tigation was  justified  because  the  park  is  fre- 
quented by  school  children  who  would  be  finish- 
ing for  summer  vacation  within  a  few  weeks  of  the 
investigation. 

Under  cross-examination  by  the  defence,  the 
police  officers  said  there  had  been  no  complaints 
received  about  activity  in  the  washrooms  nor  any 
complaints  involving  children.        Ian  Kirkny  • 


ing  about  concepts  of  public  and  private  space  for 
a  number  of  years.  "Within  the  law,"  he  says, 
"there's  all  kinds  of  different  notions  of  public 
and  private."  A  cubicle  in  a  public  washroom  is 
private  as  far  as  defecating  is  concerned,  put  pub- 
lic when  it  comes  to  sexual  activity.  A  cinema  is 
neither  absolutely  private  nor  absolutely  public. 
Film  ratings  restrict  access.  Some  films  are  open 
to  all  the  public,  others  to  only  certain  sections  of 
the  public. 

"The  law's  understanding  of  public  and  private 
differs  across  legislation,"  says  Smith.  He  adds 
that  ordinary  people  also  have  flexible  concepts 
of  public  and  private,  so  that  "the  whole  area  is 
up  for  grabs  in  terms  of  how  the  state  defines  pub- 
lic and  private  and  how  individuals  define  public 
and  private." 

The  creation  of  privacy  in  public  places  is  a 
common  feature  of  everyday  life.  A  family  has  a 
private  picnic  on  a  public  beach;  private  conver- 
sations and  private  meetings  take  place  in  restau- 
rants; Sony  Walkmans  create  private  listening  in 
a  public  place;  and,  in  some  enlightened  jurisdic- 
tions, nudity  is  permitted  in  specified  sections  of 
public  beaches. 

A  gay  steambath  is  similar  to  a  nude  beach  in 
its  creation  of  a  collective  privacy  for  its  patrons 
and  the  measures  taken  (much  more  elaborate 
than  at  a  nude  beach)  to  prevent  (he  general  pub- 
lic from  wandering  in. 

Gay  institutions  like  steambaths,  bars,  restau- 
rants or  even  sections  of  beaches  expand  the  dis- 
cussion from  private  place  to  private  space,  the 
latter  having  psychological  as  well  as  physical  di- 
mensions. These  places  are  the  collective,  private 
"property"  of  the  gay  community  —  our  space, 
gay  space.  When  the  baths  in  Toronto  were  raided 
in  1981,  there  was  general  outrage  in  all  sections 

continued  on  page  14 
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continued  from  page  IS 

of  the  gay  community:  among  bath  patrons,  men 
who  rarely  or  never  went  to  the  baths,  and  wo- 
men. The  raids  were  seen  as  state  encroachment 
on  our  space.  It  was  as  if  the  police  were  saying  to 
us:  We  own  this  city,  not  you,  and  we  will  decide 
what  part  of  it,  if  any,  you  will  occupy. 

The  more  open  a  society,  the  more  creative  its 
people  in  establishing  various,  shifting  and  over- 
lapping areas  of  privacy  in  public  spaces. 

People  establish  privacy  at  individual  and  col- 
lective levels.  The  ideal  public  space  is  owned  by 
the  people  rather  than  the  state.  As  much  as  rea- 
sonably possible,  the  state  withdraws  from  that 
public  space,  allowing  a  kind  of  healthy  anarchy 
to  reign  within  it. 

In  the  area  of  sexual  behaviour  in  Canada  in 
1986,  however,  the  law  and  the  police  are  poised 
to  move  in  opposite  directions  —  tending  to  make 
public  what  ordinary  people  consider  private  and 
to  appropriate  for  state  observation  and  regula- 
tion more  and  more  public  space. 

A  recent  dramatic  example  of  the  desire  to  peer 
into  and  regulate  every  nook  and  cranny  of  public 
space  is  the  secret  video  surveillance  of  public 
washrooms  targetted  by  police  as  locales  of  ho- 
mosexual activity.  The  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
have  supplied  video  equipment  to  a  number  of 
police  forces  throughout  Southern  Ontario.  The 
local  forces  have  used  the  equipment  to  ensnare 
more  than  200  men.  This  intrusion  of  advanced 
technology  has  subtly,  but  radically,  altered  the 
idea  of  a  public  washroom.  The  hidden  camera 
makes  the  public  washroom  public  in  a  way  most 
people  find  disconcerting. 

The  police  have  never  been  noted  for  sensitivity 
to  ordinary  expectations  of  privacy  in  public 
washrooms.  Undercover  cops  pretend  to  cruise 
other  men;  cops  in  utility  closets  or  crawl  spaces 
peer  down  into  cubicles  on  people  who  have  every 
right  to  expect  that  they  are  totally  alone. 

The  advent  of  the  video  camera,  which  can  be 
in  operation  every  minute  the  washroom  is  open, 
magnifies  the  difference  between  popular  and  po- 
lice expectations  about  public  washrooms. 

Unlike  wiretapping,  which  requires  a  special 
warrant,  the  introduction  of  hidden  cameras  into 
more  and  more  public  washrooms  is  constrained 
by  no  legal  controls.  Washrooms  stand  to  be  re- 
moved from  regulation  by  the  public  to  surveil- 
lance and  regulation  by  the  police. 

If  alleged  homosexual  activity  is  the  rationale 
for  video  surveillance  of  washrooms,  the  same  ra- 
tionale could  be  used  for  video  surveillance  of 
public  parks.  The  use  of  cameras  capable  of 
functioning  at  night  is  not  inconceivable. 

People  have  traditionally  gone  to  parks  to  be 
alone  (or  together),  to  commune  with  nature  and 
to  make  love.  A  park  wired  for  sight  (if  not  sound) 
would  lose  a  good  deal  of  its  romance.  It  would, 
in  effect,  belong  to  the  police  rather  than  the 
public. 

• 
But  the  state  encroachment  on  public  places  and 
private  spaces  need  not  go  so  far.  The  current  vid- 
eo surveillance  if  selected  washrooms,  properly 
exposed,  could  rouse  a  public  outcry  against  this 
kind  of  spying.  People  may  with  equanimity  pick 
over  heads  of  lettuce  within  the  sweep  of  a  camera 
set  up  to  inhibit  shoplifting.  They  will  not  piss 
and  shit  on  video  with  the  same  aplomb. 

Even  an  obedient  and  homophobic  public 
should  not  be  easily  persuaded  that  video  surveil- 
lance of  public  washrooms  is  justified  by  the  need 
to  crack  down  on  queers  —  especially  since  the 


vast  majority  of  people  are  not  even  aware  of  the 
washroom  sex  that  so  exercises  the  police.  It  must 
be  asked  whether  Canadians  really  want  to  be 
subjected  to  a  suddenly  widened  range  of  state 
surveillance. 

Lawyer  Peter  Maloney,  who  is  defending  a 
number  of  men  arrested  in  connection  with  video 
surveillance  of  washrooms  in  Oakville,  Ontario 
argues  that  these  men  were  subjected  to  what  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  calls  unreason- 
able search  and  seizure.  "The  principal  defence 
area,"  he  says,  "is  an  attempt  to  have  evidence 
garnered  as  a  result  of  the  presence  of  video  cam- 
eras excluded  on  a  Charter  search-and-seizure 
argument.  Without  that  (exclusion  of  evidence), 
you're  pretty  much  lost." 

In  the  Oakville  cases,  the  men  took  elaborate 
precautions  to  protect  their  privacy  and  avoid 
giving  offence.  Two  men  would  have  sex  through 
the  opening  created  by  removing  a  loose  toilet  pa- 
per dispenser.  The  washroom  had  double  doors. 
The  outer  door  always  made  a  noise  whenever 
anyone  entered  the  washroom.  On  hearing  the 
outer  door  open,  the  men  always  immediately  re- 
sumed their  seats  within  their  separate  cubicles, 
so  that  no  one  else  had  even  the  slightest  suspi- 
cion of  their  sexual  activity.  "In  that  set  of  cir- 
cumstances," says  Maloney,  "while  you  might 
not  approve  of  the  conduct,  you  wonder  whether 
or  not  it's  captured  by  the  criminal  law  —  in  as 
much  as  so  many  precautions  have  been  taken  to 
avoid  giving  offence." 

The  use  of  a  hidden  camera  is  virtually  the  only 
way  such  sex  acts  can  be  discovered.  What  is  es- 
sentially a  private  act  is  made  not  private  by  the 
presence  of  the  camera.  The  camera  does  not 
simply  reveal  an  offence;  the  camera  creates  it. 

• 
What  is  essentially  private  and  what  the  Criminal 
Code  call  private,  however,  are  two  different 
things.  Peter  Maloney  points  to  the  special  way 
privacy  is  defined  in  Section  158,  which  says  that 


CGRO  softpedals 
gay  rights  bill 

Efforts  to  obtain  passage  of  a  bill  that  would  add 
sexual  orientation  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  are  being  kept  low-key  says  Tom  Warner  of 
the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO). 

Bill  7,  a  housekeeping  bill  to  bring  Ontario  leg- 
islation into  conformity  with  the  federal  Charter 
of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  was  amended  May  6  to 
change  the  human  rights  code  by  the  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Administration  of  Justice.  Op- 
position to  some  parts  of  the  bill  —  notably  the 
sexual  orientation  amendment  —  seems  likely  to 
emerge  as  the  bill  comes  to  final  reading  on  the 
floor  of  the  legislature. 

According  to  Warner,  there  is  a  "general  feel- 
ing that  people  (Liberals  and  PCs)  at  Queen's 


buggery  and  gross  indecency  (read  anal  and  oral 
intercourse)  will  not  be  prosecuted  if  they  occur 
in  private  between  consenting  adults:  "...  an  act 
shall  be  deemed  (emphasis  added)  not  to  have 
been  committed  in  private  if  it  is  committed  in  a 
public  place..." 

Why  does  the  Criminal  Code  insist  on  such 
rudimentary  notions  of  public  and  private  when 
dealing  with  sex?  Because,  says  George  Smith, 
definitions  in  law  are  not  academic  exercises. 
They  are  not,  for  the  most  part,  aimed  at  protec- 
ting the  rights  and  sensibilities  of  citizens,  but  at 
"controlling  and  regulating  people's  lives."  As 
far  as  homosexuality  is  concerned,  its  so-called 
legalization  means  only  that  the  law  will  not  pro- 
secute our  "buggery"  and  "gross  indecency"  so 
long  as  these  occur  under  extremely  restricted 
conditions. 

While  there  is  nothing  definitional  about  gross 
indecency  that  would  restrict  it  to  homosexuality, 
says  Peter  Maloney,  it  is  clear  that  the  relevant 


Lightsout.  With  one  final  blast,  Shades,  the  popular  Ottawa  gay  bar,  closed/or  the  last  time  May 
19  after  providing  a  welcome  and  welcoming  space  for  local  gays  for  two  and  a  half  years.  Owners  Less 
McAfee  and  Bill  McBurney  had  to  shut  down  because  the  buildingwas  sold  and  slated  for  demolition. 
The  new  structure  being  erected  on  the  site?  Why,  the  national  headquarters  of  the  Liberal  Party  of 
Canada. 


Park  would  like  to  do  the  whole  thing  quietly." 
Warner  pointed  out  that  CGRO's  efforts  have 
been  reduced  to  lobbying  MLAs  identified  as  be- 
ing "on  the  fence."  Although  CGRO  has  been 
urging  people  to  write  to  their  MLAs  to  encourage 
passage  of  the  bill,  CGRO  itself  has  taken  the  low- 
key  approach. 

If  there  was  an  organized  opposition  that  was 
coming  on  strongly  in  opposition  to  the  sexual 
orientation  amendment,  Warner  explained,  then 
CGRO  would  perhaps  reconsider  its  approach. 

When  questioned  as  to  the  possibility  of  a 
clause-by-clause  dissection  of  the  bill  on  the  floor 
of  the  house,  Warner  said  that  this  "seems  pretty 
definite."  However,  the  government  may  not,  as 
previously  expected,  address  the  bill  before  sum- 
mer recess,  especially  since  the  government's  en- 
ergies are  currently  focussed  on  a  proposal  to  ban 
extra-billing  by  Ontario  MDs .    A  ndrew  Lesk  • 


sections  of  the  Code  are  "aimed  at  capturing  ho- 
mosexual behaviour  and  are  used  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

In  fact,  homosexuality  has  never  been  really  le- 
galized in  Canada  at  all,  a  situation  that  gives  the 
state  enormous  control  over  our  social  space. 

Law  reform  therefore  remains  a  high  priority 
for  the  gay  community.  Says  Smith,  "The  law 
should  reflect  people's  own  organization  of  their 
lives.  Government  should  organize  notions  of 
public  and  private  to  allow  for  people's  sensibili- 
ties, rather  than  organizing  concepts  to  fit  a  gov- 
ernment view  of  how  people's  sexual  lives  should 
be  organized." 

As  an  example  of  how  sensibilities  could  be 
protected,  he  cites  the  conceivability  of  a  sign  in  a 
park:  "Gay  cruising  area  after  10  pm." 

If  people  were  sensitive  about  seeing  sex  in  the 
grass,  they  wouldn't  go  into  that  area  after  10  pm. 
Or  if  people  persisted  in  having  sex  there  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  or  at  12  noon,  they  could 
be  arrested,  not  because  they  were  indecent,  but 
because  they  were  not  abiding  by  the  rule  about 
protecting  people's  sensitivities."  This  would  be 
an  application  of  law  to  protect  people's  sensitivi- 
ties rather  than  a  prohibition  designed  to  control 
society. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC)  has 
been  at  the  centre  of  debate  about  public  space 
and  conditions  of  privacy  since  it  was  founded  in 
the  late  1970s  to  protect  gays  arrested  under  the 
bawdy-house  laws.  It  was  enormously  successful 
in  organizing  the  defence  of  over  300  gay  men  ar- 
rested in  the  notorious  1981  Toronto  bath  raids. 

The  RTPC  will  be  using  its  long  experience  in 
the  courts  and  its  many  contacts  with  lawyers  to 
put  homosexuality  and  heterosexuality  on  an 
equal  footing  in  the  Criminal  Code.  The  commit- 
tee plans  to  challenge  search  warrants,  to  exam- 
ine the  question  of  entrapment  and  to  use  the 
courts  to  restrict  the  ways  in  which  police  gather 
evidence.  All  these  endeavours  are  aimed  at  giv- 
ing greater  privacy  to  gay  people. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  tool  for  the 
RTPC  and  others  seeking  to  protect  gay  privacy 
and  establish  gay  space  is  Section  15  of  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms.  Legal  experts 
have  pointed  to  the  open-ended  character  of 
Section  15  and  predict  that  the  courts  will  not 
ultimately  allow  homosexuals  to  be  excluded 
from  the  phrase  "everyone  is  equal  without 
discrimination." 

The  achievement  of  a  healthy  interplay  be- 
tween public  and  private  will  depend  on  gay  peo- 
ple achieving  equality  under  the  law. 

Francis  Gillism 
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Gays  divided  on  Expo  86 

Feared  clean-up  hasn  7  happened,  but  fair still stirs  controversy 


VANCOUVER  —  If  you  are  trying  to  break  the  ice 
with  a  stranger  this  summer  in  Vancouver,  men- 
tion EXPO  '86.  Until  the  world  exposition  closes 
its  doors  in  October,  locals  will  probably  contin- 
ue a  passionate  debate  over  its  existence  and 
impact. 

Apart  from  the  outrage  at  the  callous  evictions 
in  the  downtown  Eastside,  where  long-term  el- 
derly residents  were  sent  packing  —  sometimes 
into  the  street  —  with  little  notice  from  greedy 
landlords,  there  is  little  agreement  about  the  fair. 

Fears  of  a  crack-down  on  bars,  baths  and  pop- 
ular cruising  spots  have  not  been  justified.  In 
fact,  most  commercial  gay  institutions  are 
thriving. 

In  one  instance  the  alarm  bells  turned  out  to 
indicate  nothing  more  than  a  renovation  of  Gran- 
ville Street  movie  houses.  The  week  prior  to 
EXPO's  opening,  several  sex-mag  shops  with 
backroom  porno  booths  abruptly  shut  their 
doors.  There  were  rumours  of  police  interven- 
tion. The  day  EXPO  opened  —  so  did  the  peep 
shows,  with  new  curtains,  a  fresh  coat  of  paint 
and  lighted  coin  drops  (previously  many  a  quar- 
ter fell  to  the  floor  as  a  viewer  struggled  in  the 
dark  to  find  the  coin  slot). 

The  fair  has  provided  work  for  many  gays,  al- 
beit at  low  wages.  "We  are  an  extraordinary 
bunch  of  talented  people,"  said  one  man  who 
works  behind  the  scenes  in  the  entertainment  di- 
vision. "There  are  a  lot  of  gays  and  lesbians 
among  us.  The  working  atmosphere  is  friendly,  if 

discreet;  and  God,  there  are  lots  of  beautiful 
men."  He  said  the  greatest  shame  is  that  their  tal- 
ent and  all  the  money  is  swallowed  up  in  the  So- 
cial Credit  re-election  show. 

Echoing  his  reservations  about  the  way  the  So- 
cred  government  handled  the  fair's  financing,  Bet 
Cecill  of  the  Vancouver  Lesbian  Centre  expects 
few  lesbians  will  have  the  money  for  either  admis- 
sion or  travel  to  EXPO.  She  concedes,  however, 
that  "it's  nice  to  have  lots  of  new  women  to 
cruise." 

Political  journalist  Stan  Persky  takes  the  local 
fascination  with  EXPO  visitors  one  step  further. 
"Most  civilized  folk  are  filled  with  xenophobia  (a 
fear  of  strangers),"  he  said.  "Gays  are  devoted  to 
strangers  and  are  by  definition  xenophiles."  His 
favorite  activity  at  the  fair  is  watching  the  hordes 
of  tanned  teenagers  in  their  cutoffs. 

Persky,  covering  EXPO  as  a  CBC  commentator 
and  restaurant  reviewer,  finds  that  the  fair's  pre- 
occupation with  the  future  makes  us  forget  the 
present.  "Since  we've  already  created  a  society 
that  has  little  notion  of  the  past,  and  less  idea  of 
how  the  past  connects  to  or  produces  the  present, 
what  you're  left  with  is  this  clean,  untroubled 
portrait  of  the  future  as  a  kind  of  collective  mind- 
lessness."  Nonetheless,  he  has  a  "working  class 
populist  response"  to  it.  "People  like  it  and  want 
to  go." 

EXPO  is  a  party  and  day-to-day  problems  get 
swept  up  in  the  drama  says  lesbian  feminist  writer 
Cy-Thea  Sand.  The  Hospital  Employees  Union, 
which  she  works  for,  and  almost  every  trade 
union  in  BC  has  been  "hit  with  a  sledge-hammer 
and  silenced"  for  the  moment.  "It's  hard  to 
stand  your  ground  with  the  excitement  generated 
by  a  world's  fair,' '  she  said.  For  Sand  the  real  stuff 
will  happen  offsite,  where  gays  and  lesbians 
from  all  over  the  world  will  meet  making  Vancou- 
ver a  more  international  city. 


Vancouver  Parks  Commissioner  Sue  Harris 
refuses  to  set  foot  on  EXPO  turf,  stating  the 
"whole  circus"  makes  her  feel  "physically  nau- 
seous and  sick."  She  objects  to  EXPO's  low 
wages,  rigid  dress  codes  for  staff,  the  mistreat- 
ment of  the  poor  and  the  change  in  liquor  laws 
permitting  Sunday  drinking,  which  she  says 
wreaks  havoc  in  the  downtown  core. 

Trade  unionist  David  Carrell  disagrees.  He 
welcomes  Sunday  openings,  especially  for  gays 
wanting  to  socialize,  and  feels  on  balance  EXPO 
is  good  for  the  city.  "It's  quite  a  marvel  if  you 
knew  what  False  Creek  (the  fair  site)  was  before 
—  an  industrial  toilet." 

For  visitors  looking  to  fulfil  EXPO's  theme, 
"World  in  Motion  —  World  in  Touch,"  Harry 
-Grunsky  of  Gay  Rights  Union  offers  a  tip. 
"Spend  some  time  at  the  bars  and  baths  which 
are  more  in  keeping  with  the  theme  than  the  pavil- 
ions.  People  have  to  place  their  energies  into  good 
time  alternatives  rather  than  feed  into  the  anxiety 
of  cynicism." 

It  appears  that  gay  men  have  had  an  easy  time 
coming  to  terms  with  the  fair's  contradictions. 
Ivan  Waye,  coordinator  for  the  Vancouver  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Community  Centre,  reports  that  in- 
quiries have  tripled,  with  about  five  long  distance 
calls  per  day.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  calls 
to  the  Vancouver  Lesbian  Centre. 

One  gay  institution  even  participated  in  the  of- 
ficial ceremonies.  The  Vancouver  Men's  Chorus 
sang  for  England's  future  king  and  queen  at 
EXPO's  opening  May  2. 

Several  housing  registries  have  developed  to  ac- 
commodate gay  travellers.  The  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  and  the  Men's  Chorus  are 
sponsoring  associate  members  from  around  the 
globe,  and  Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86  acts  as  a 
booking  agent  for  others. 

Some  end  up  for  a  few  nights  at  the  baths. 
Randy  Notte,  a  steam  bath  attendant  for  the 
Richard  Street  Service  Club,  reports  a  dramatic 


increase  in  the  numbers  of  visitors,  many  from 
other  countries. 

There  are  line-ups  at  all  gay  establishments.  To 
own  such  a  business  for  the  next  five  months  is 
like  having  a  licence  to  print  money  —  although 
most  have  resisted  the  urge  to  raise  prices. 

Two  bars  have  become  embroiled  in  the  evic- 
tions issue.  The  Ambassador  Hotel,  which  has 
reluctantly  hosted  a  large  gay  tavern  for  more 
than  30  years,  threw  out  its  long-time  tenants  to 
make  garish  renovations.  A  week  later,  two  of  the 
older  ex-residents  died. 

The  Lotus  Hotel  is  the  perfect  example  of  how 
nothing  about  EXPO  is  black  and  white.  Gossip 
persistently  indicated  that  the  hotel,  which  caters 
to  lesbians  downstairs  and  EXPO  staff  in  its 
lounge  on  the  main  floor,  had  adopted  the  slum- 
lords' tactics.  The  Vancouver  Lesbian  Centre 
convened  a  special  meeting  to  discuss  the  issue 


and  later  met  with  manager  and  part  owner 
Charles  Dyer.  Centre  representative  Bet  Cecill 
said  the  meeting  concluded  there  should  be  no 
boycott.  "It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  the  Lotus 
Hotel  to  take  the  full  brunt  of  social  housing.  It's 
not  up  to  them  alone." 

If  EXPO  '86  has  accomplished  nothing  else,  it 
has  forced  Canadians  to  look  at  how  it  houses  its 
single,  unfamilied,  poor,  retired  citizens  —  many 
of  whom  are  gay  and  lesbian.         RobJoycem 


For  gay  EXPO  accomodation: 

Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86:  Gay  and  Lesbian  B&B 

Registry,  745  Clark  St,  Vancouver  BC  V5L  3J3. 

(604)  251-9713. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  5178,  MPO, 

Vancouver  BC  V6B  3B2.  (604)  681-3525. 

Vancouver  Men's  Chorus,  1270  Chestnut  St,  Vancouver 

BCV6J4R9. 


Trick  or  treat?  Some  say  EXPO  makes  them  sick,  others  welcome  the  influx  of  strangers. 


Eye  contact  brings  ban 

Man  threatened  with  prosecution  after  glaring  at  an  undercover  guard 


Making  eye  contact  with  an  undercover  security 
personnel  in  a  Brampton,  Ontario,  mall  landed  a 
gay  man  in  the  mall  security  office  where  he  was 
subjected  to  intimidation  and  threats  of  public 
disclosure,  and  barred  from  using  the  mall. 

According  to  Rick  Jones  (a  pseudonym),  he 
was  walking  by  a  men's  washroom  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Bramalea  City  Centre  May  13  and 
made  eye  contact  with  a  man. 

"Anything  going  on  in  the  washroom?"  the  man 
man  asked. 

"I  don't  know,"  said  Jones,  and  added,  "Live 
in  the  neighborhood?" 

"Yes.  Security.  You  talked  to  the  wrong  per- 
son. Come  with  me,"  the  man  said. 

In  the  mall  security  office,  the  man  identified 
himself  as  Pat  Copenger,  undercover  security  per- 
sonnel and  said,  "Do  you  want  us  to  call  the  cops 
and  expose  you?"  After  further  intimidation  and 
taunts  Jones  was  given  a  letter  which  stated,  "...if 
Rick  Jones  is  caught  on  the  premises  again,  he  will 
be  charged  with  trespassing  under  the  Ontario 
Statute  Trespass  to  Property  Act."  When  Jones 


was  led  from  the  security  office  a  man  said,  "We 
don't  want  your  kind  around  here." 

But  Jones  has  since  used  the  mall  and  not  been 
bothered.  "Intercon  Security  were  advised  by  my 
lawyer,"  Jones  told  TBP. 

Copenger  and  his  supervisor,  Karin  Corlies, 
regional  manager  of  the  Bramalea  City  Centre, 
refused  to  comment  on  the  incident.  But  Corlies 
said,  "In  general  trespass  notices  are  only  issued 
for  behaviour  that  disrupts  the  peace  of  the  mall. 
In  most  instances  verbal  warnings  are  given  to  vi- 
olators; very  rarely  are  police  required."  She  add- 
ed, "We  do  not  ask  people  to  leave  arbitrarily." 

This  may  not  be  an  isolated  incident.  Earlier 
this  year  an  anonymous  Intercon  Security  em- 
ployee told  TBP  that  Intercon  had  entrapped  a  gay 
man  outside  a  washroom  at  College  Park  mall. 

Gay  Equality  Mississauga  (GEM)  placed  an  ad 
in  the  Brampton  Guardian  on  June  11  soliciting 
responses  from  people  who  had  suffered  similar 
treatment  from  Intercon  Security.  "We  intend  to 
document  these  incidents  and  to  challenge  the 
mall  management  and  the  security  company  as  to 


the  legality  of  their  methods  of  enforcement," 
said  GEM  president  Richard  Forster. 

People  who  have  any  information  are  urged  to 
contact  GEM,  Box  62,  Brampton,  Ont  L6T  2K7. 

Ric  Tavlore 


ONCE  UPON  ATIME 


Five  years  ago: 

June  20,  1981:  In  Toronto,  gay  demonstrations 
protesting  bath  raids  four  nights  earlier  result  in 
altercations  with  queerbashers  and  police. 
June  20-28,  1981:  The  third  annual  Gay  Pride 
Week  in  Montreal  draws  nearly  15,000  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

July  3, 1981:  A  federal  NDP  convention  in  Vancou- 
ver calls  for  amendment  of  the  bawdyhouse  section 
of  the  Criminal  Code. 
Ten  years  ago: 

June  17. 1976:  In  Toronto,  theCoalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  presents  a  brief  to  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission. 
June  19,  1976:  The  largest  gay  demonstration  to 
date  is  organized  in  Montreal;  300  protest  raids  on 
ga\  baths  and  ban.  Michael  Jbtzh  • 
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Network  is  The  Body  Politic's  listing  of  community  groups  and  services  of  interest  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men  throughout  Canada.  It  can  help  you  get  in  touch  with  what's  going  on  where  you  live — 
and  you  can  help  us  keep  it  up-to-date  by  letting  us  know  about  activities  in  your  area. 
To  get  your  group  listed,  or  to  update  any  of  the  information  provided  here,  write:  Network,  The  Body 
Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  OKM5WIX9. 


NATIONAL 
BINATIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL 

THEPHnM  AKI  ICODESVAN 

Alcoholics  Anonymous,  In- 
ternational Advisory  Coun- 
cil for  Homosexual  Men 
and  Women,  Box  492,  Vil- 
lage Sin.  New  York  NA 
10014. 

Archives  for  the  Protection 
of  Gay  History  and  Liter- 
ature, Box  6368.  Stn  A, 
Saini  John  NB  E2L  4R8. 
Atlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association/Association  des 
Lesbiennes  et  des  gaies  de 
I'Atlantique,  contact  GAE 
(Halifax),  FLAG  (Freder- 
icton)  or  Northern  Lambda 
Nord  (Western  NB). 
Brethren  Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC), 
Box  24060.  Washington,  DC 
20024.  (202)  462-2595. 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box 
639.  Stn  A.  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1G2.  (416)  364-2759. 
Dignity/Canada/Dignite, 
Box  1912,  Winnipeg  MB 
R3C  3R2.  (204)  772-4322 
Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals,  Box  291, 
Stn  A.  Hamilton  ON 
L8N  K  8.  (416)  529-7884.  SW 
Ontario:  Ms  R  M  Schwartzen- 
truber.  21  Cherry  St.  Kit- 
chener ON  N2G  2C5.  (519) 
576-5248. 

Gay  Interest  Group,  Canadi- 
an Library  Association,  Box 
1912,  Winnipeg  MB  R3C  3R2. 
Gay  Men's  Across  Canada 
Meet  and  Mate  Association. 
c/oS  O'Reilly,  Box  482,  Sta- 
tion C.  Kitchener,  ON, 
N2G  4A2. 

Gay  Mensa,  c/o  TBP,  Drawer 
C622.  Box  7289.  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON.  M5W  1X9. 
International  Gay  Associa- 
tion, International  Secre- 
tariat, cio  RFSL,  Box  350, 
S-101  24  Stockholm.  Sweden, 
ph:  46-8-848050,  or  845576. 
Action  Secretariat,  c/o 
NVIH/COC.  Rozenstraat  I, 
1016  NX  Amsterdam,  The 
Netherlands,  ph:  31-20- 
2345%.  Women's  Secretariat, 
c  0  SHRG.  58A  Broughton 
St.  Edinburgh.  Scotland 
EH1  3SA 

International  Gay  Youth 
Information  Pool  (IGYIP). 
Box  1305.  Vika.  N-0II2. 
Oslo  1. 

International  Lesbian 
Information  Service  ( t LIS). 
cio  Centre  Femme,  5 
Boulevard  St  Georges.  Geneve 
CH  1025.  Switzerland. 
Lesbians  Across  Canada 
Meet  and  Mate  Association, 
do  S  O'Reilly.  Box  482.  Sta- 
tion C.Kiichen,  ON. 
N2G  4A2. Personalized  con- 
tact and  correspondence  ser- 
vice for  women. 
Lifo  de  Samseksamaj 
Geesperantistoj,  gay  Esper- 
anto organization,  100  Crerar 
Ave,  Ottawa  ON  K1Z  7P2. 
New  Democratic  Party  Gay 
Caucus,  Box  792.  Sin  F, 
Toronto  ON  M4Y2N7. 
North  American 
TraiKvestite-Tramsexual 
Contact  Service,  Box  3, 
Athens.  Ohio  45701,  USA. 
(206)  624-8266. 
Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues  in  Psychology,  do 
Canadian  Psychological  As- 
sociation, 558  King  Edward 
Ave,  Ottawa  ON  KIN  7N6. 
Seventh-day  Adventist  Kin- 
ship Canada,  Box  408.  Stn 
C,  Toronto  ON  M6J  3P5. 
(416)  533-5896. 


Seventh-day  Adventist  Kin- 
ship International,  Inc.  Box 
3840.  Los  Angeles  CA 
90078-3840  USA.  (213) 
876-2076. 

Super  60  for  Elderly  Men 
Men  60  or  over  seeking  mates 
of  similar  age  for  caring, 
sharing  life,  hobbies,  travel, 
etc.  Local,  national,  monthly 
listing.  Free  service.  Send 
long  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope.  Box  103,  606  W 
Barn,  Chicago,  1L  60657. 
Women's  Archives,  Box  928, 
Stn  Q.  Toronto  ON 
NUT  2PI. 


THE       YUKON 

TELEPHONE  ARFA  CODE    (03 

Whitehorse 

Lesbian  support  group,  c/o 

Yukon  Status  of  Women,  302 
SteelesSt,YlA2C5. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

THEPHOM    XRI  A  CODI     604 

Provincial 

AHirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  the  United  Church  in 
BC,  Box  46586,  Stn  G.  Van- 
couver V6R  4G8.  738-7557. 
Support  group  and  educa- 
tional resources. 
West  Coast  &  Across 
Canada  Lesbian  Cor- 
respondence Club.  Write:  S 
O'Reilly.  General  Delivery. 
Fort  St  John,  V1J  4H5. 

Campbell  River 

Island  Gay  Society.  Box  71, 
Campbell  River,  V9W  4Z9. 

Com  ox  Valley 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Comox  Valley.  Box  3073, 
Courtenay.  V9N  5N3, 
338-9479.  Lay  and  peer-group 
counselling,  social  contacts 
and  get-togethers,  etc. 

Coombs 

Emily's  Place.  For  lesbians. 
Box  220.  N"  4,  Virginia  Rd. 
248-5410. 

Duncan 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Cowichan  Valley  Branch. 
Duncan.  Box  407.  V9L  3X1. 
748-7924. 

Fraser  Valley 

Fraser  Valley  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Support  Group.  Box 
3413,  Langley,  V3A  4R7. 
530-9028  or  Ron:  888-2189. 
Three  of  Cups.  Lesbian  sup- 
port group.  826-5538  (Tues 
7-9pm). 

Fort  St  John 

Fort  St  John  Lesbians. 
Wendy:  785-1242. 

Kamloops 

Thompson  Area  Gay  Group. 

Box  3343,  V2C  6B9.  Wel- 
comes women  and  men  to 
regular  meetings,  discussions, 
social  events.  Info,  newsletter, 
peer  support,  friendship. 


Kelowna 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
Support  Group  only.  Call 
James:  762-0422,  page  470. 
Okanagan  Gay  Organiza- 
tion. Box  711,  Stn  A, 
VIY  7P4.  Mutual  support 
and  social  events.  Contact 
through  Kelowna  Crisis  Line: 
763-9191. 

Nanaimo 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Nanaimo,  Box  127, 
V9R  5K4.  754-8027.  Holds 
monthly  socials. 

Port  Alberni 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Port  Alberni,  Box  158, 
V9Y  1R1.  724-4914. 

Port  Hardy 

North  Island  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Support  and  Informa- 
tion Group.  Box  1404, 
VON  2P0. 

Prince  George 

Gay  Crisis  Counselling. 
Prince  George  Crisis  Line: 
563-1214. 

Progressive  People  of  Cen- 
tral Interior.  Box  1942.  Stn 
A.  V2L  5E3. 

Prince  Rupert 

Gay  People  of  Prince 
Rupert.  Box  881,  V8J  3Y1. 
627-8900  (eve). 
Kaien  Island  Women's 
Group.  624-9847,  1603  W 
2nd  Ave,  V8J  IJ5. 

Revelstoke 

Lothlorien,  Box  8557,  Sub  1, 
VOE  3G0.  Info,  friendship, 
hospitality. 

Terrace 

Gay  Connection.  638-1632 
Northern  Lesbians,  RR  2, 
Box  50,  Usk  Store,  V8G  3Z9. 

Vancouver 

Adult  Children  of  Alco- 
holics. Contact  Louise: 
876-9392. 

AIDS  Vancouver,  Box  4991, 
MPO.  V6B  4A6.  687-AIDS. 
Alcoholics  Anonymous 
(Gay).  684-8960  (men), 
929-2585  (women). 
Alliance  for  the  Safety  of 
Prostitutes.  Sally  de 
Quadros:  873-9996  or  Marie 
Arrington:  875-1050.  Box 
2233,  V6B  3W5. 
Alternate  Image  Camera 
Club.  688-2021. 
Archives  Collective,  Box 
3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 
669-5978. 

Boots.  Contact  club  for  men 
into  boots,  uniforms,  motor- 
cycles, etc.  Jeff:  Box  48577, 
595  Burrard  St,  V7X  1A3. 
Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio), 
c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  Thurs  at  7:30  pm, 
102.7  MHz  FM. 
Daughters  Unlimited,  1887 
Verables  Si,  V5L  2H6. 
251-6090.  (Plans  to  open  a 
women's  club.) 
Dignity/Vancouver,  Box 
3016.  V6B  3X5.  430-1466. 
Dogwood  Monarchist  Socie- 
ty, 303-1150  Bumaby  St, 
V6E  IP2. 

English  Bay  Swim  Club. 
Ken  433-8000.  Meets  Thurs 
6:45-8pm  at  Aquatic  Centre, 
1050  Beach  Ave. 
Frontrunners  (running/jogg- 
ing). Call  Bob  669-7589  or 
Tom  874-1070. 
Gay  Asians  of  Vancouver, 
Box  4463,  V6B  3Z8. 
324-8957. 

Gayblevision,  TV  show  by 
gay  people  about  gay  life, 
culture  &  art.  Regular  mon- 
thly and  special  programmes. 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2. 
689-5661  or  684-6869. 


Gay  Fathers  of  Vancouver. 
Box  3785,  V6B  3ZI. 
688-6590. 

Gay  Food  Bank.  Fridays 
5:30-7pm.  See  Vancouver 
Gay/Lesbian  Community 
Centre. 

Gay  Leisure  Link  (GLL), 
Box  4662,  V6B  4A1. 
Gay/Lesbian  Education 
Research  Group.  New 
research  and  action  concern- 
ing homophobia  existing  in 
the  public  school  system.  Don 
Larventz:  681-1570. 
Gay  Library,  1170  Bute 
St.  No.4  V6B  3W2.  684-6869 
or  688-1006.  (VGCC) 
Gay  Pride  Festival  Ass.  Box 
111,  1221  Thurlow  St, 
V6E  1X4. 

Gay  Rights  Union,  Box 
3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6.  Call 
Rob  685-5650  or  Don 
681-1570. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC, 
Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 
U  of  British  Columbia, 
V6T  1W5.  228-4638.  Meets 
Thurs  at  12:30  pm  (see  The 
Ubyssey  for  room). 
Gays  of  Simon  Fraser 
University.  Tom:  685-1597. 
Gazebo  Connection  (bus- 
iness &  professional  women's 
group),  382-810  W  Broadway, 
V5Z  4C9.  984-8744. 
Greater  Vancouver  Business 
Association,  Box  107,  1221 
Thurlow  St,  V6E  1X4. 
669-1753. 

Hominum.  684-6869.  Offers 
support  and  fellowship 
primarily  to  gay  men  who 
have  previously  been  in  a 
heterosexual  relationship. 
Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans 
and  their  friends,  Box  34161, 
Stn  D,  V6B  4B2.  873-2925. 
Knights  of  Malta,  Dogwood 
Chapter  Society,  Box  336-810 
West  Broadway,  V5Z  1J8. 
Legal  Advice  Clinic,  1170 
Bute  St.  No.  4  (VGCC). 
Mon,  7:30  pm.  Free  advice 
and  referrals. 

Lesbian  Action  Committee, 
Box  24867,  Stn  C,  VST  4E2. 
Lesbian  and  Feminist 
Mothers'  Political  Action 
Group  (and  Lesbian 
Mothers'  Defense  Fund), 
Box  65804,  Stn  F,  V5N  5L3. 
Lee  251-6090. 

Lesbian  Information  Line, 
400A  W  5th  Ave,  V5Y  IJ8. 
Phone  workers  7-10pm  Thur 
and  Sun,  answering  machine 
other  times.  875-6963. 
Lesbian  Feminist  Power  and 
Trust  Association.  Feminist 
S/M  support  group.  Box 
69591,  Stn  F,  V5W  5L4. 
The  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op 
Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM, 
Thurs,  8:30  pm.  684-8494. 
Lesbians  Autonomous.  Drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  support 
group.  875-6963. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Box  5178,  V6B  4B2. 
681-8525.  Services  Sun,  7:30 
pm,  at  1811  W  16th  Ave  (at 
Burrard). 

Metropolitan  Vancouver 
Athletic  and  Arts  Associa- 
tion, 2632  Hemlock  St, 
V6H  2V5.  736-4017. 
Native  Cultural  Society 
(gay  native  social  group). 
2-1244  Robson  St,  V6E  ICI. 
Out  on  the  Shelves.  Gay/les- 
bian library.  4-1170  Bute  St, 
V6B  3W2,  SEARCH: 
684-6869. 

Over  40s  Group.  Mac: 
929-3961,  Bob:  689-5319. 
Pacific  Rim  Rockettes. 
Curling  league.  685-4778  or 
521-8208.  706-1720  Barclay 
St,  V6G  IK4. 
Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  926-1044. 

Quaker  Lesbian  and  Gay 
People  and  Supporters, 

208-1242  Robson  St,  Van- 
couver, V6E  ICI.  Every  4th 
Thurs  at  7  pm;  call  Rob  at 
683-4176  for  location. 


Rights  of  Lesbians.  Box 
24687,  Stn  C,  V5T  4E6. 
Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense 
Fund,  c/o  Gay  Rights  Union. 
SEARCH.  Phone  workers 
give  info  and  counselling. 
Sun-Thur:  7-10pm;  Fri: 
6-midnight;  Sat:  2pm- 
midnight;  answering  machine 
other  times.  684-6869.  Box 
2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2. 
Sha'ar  Hayam,  Box  4603. 
MPO,  V6B  4A1. 
Spokes.  Gay  cyclists.  Box 
2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2.  Call 
Brent  687-5069  or  Michael 
879-6623. 

Square  Across  the  Border. 
Gay  square  dancing  club.  Box 
312,  1755  Robson  St, 
V6B  1C9.  685-4836  or 
688-5797. 

Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M 
(VASM),  call  George 
594-3632.  An  educational 
organization  with  a  monthly 
newsletter.  Write  Box  2204, 
New  Westminster,  V3L  5A5. 
Vancouver  Crisis  Centre. 
733-4111,  24  hours/day;  youth 
line:  733-3433,  3:3O-ll:30pm. 
Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Centre,  1170 
Bute  St,  N°  4;  Box  2259, 
MPO,  V6B  3W2.  684-6869. 
Services,  programmes, 
magazine. 

Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Summer  Games,  c/o  Met- 
ropolitan Vancouver  Athletic 
and  Arts  Association. 
Vancouver  Gay  Athletic 
Association,  c/o  1018  Burna- 
by  St.  681-2424. 
Vancouver  Gay  Community 
Theatre.  502-455  Abbott  St, 
V6B  2L2.  688-7084  or 
876-4834. 

Vancouver  Gay/Lesbian 
Community  Centre  Out- 
doors Club.  Lindsay: 
684-2813,  SEARCH: 
684-6869. 

Vancouver  Gay  Volleyball 
Ass.  Roy:  669-6696.  2632 
Hemlock  St,  V6H  2V5. 
Vancouver  Lesbian  Centre. 
876  Commercial  Dr. 
254-8458. 

Vancouver  Lesbian  Connec- 
tion. Fundraising  for  lesbian 
building,  coming  out  groups, 
lesbian  rights.  Box  65951,  Stn 
F,  V5W  5L4. 
Vancouver  Lesbian/Gay 
Youth  Group.  Meets  Sat 
7-9pm.  684-6869. 
Vancouver  Men's  Chorus, 
1270  Chestnut  St,  V6J  4R9. 
Rehearsals  every  Wed,  7:30 
pm,  at  the  Vancouver 
Academy  of  Music.  For  infor- 
mation call  Dennis  Jones: 
669-S1NG. 

Vancouver  Pacific  Rim 
Yacht  Club.  For  gays  and  les- 
bians. 732-3080  or  669-2752. 
Vancouver  Rape  Relief  and 
Woman's  Shelter.  872-8212. 
77  E  20th  Ave,  V5N  5P3. 
Vancouver  VD  Clinic,  Rm 
100,  828  W  10th  Ave  (near 
Gen  Hosp).  Appointments: 
660-2421. 

Weaver  Institute.  Gay 
workshops.  101-3309  Dunbar 
St,  V6S  2B9.  222-1318. 
West  End  Softball  Associa- 
tion, 299-1755  Robson  St, 
V6G  IC9.  Call  Frank  Hamper 
255-4410. 

West  End  Volleyball. 
222-1500  Pendrell  St. 
669-6696. 

Women  in  Focus,  204-456  W 
Broadway,  V5Y  IR3. 
872-2250. 

Women's  Fastball.  433-6413. 
2674  (basement)  E  19th  Ave, 
V5M  2F5. 

Women's  Health  Collective. 
682-1633.  888  Burrard  St, 
V6Z  2G7. 

Zodiac  Fraternal  Society. 
Leather  club.  Box  48144, 
V7X  IN8. 

Vernon 

Rural  Lesbian  Association 
and  Library,  c/o  Box  1242, 
VIT  6N6. 

Vernon  Alternative 
Lifestyle,  400732nd  St, 
VIT  5P1. 


Victoria 

AIDS  Vancouver  Island.  Box 

845,  Stn  E,  V8W  2R9. 
384-4554  (7-10pm  weekdays). 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay 
and  lesbian).  Art:  381-0524; 
Linda:  389-0198. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Organiza- 
tion of  the  University  of 
Victoria  (GLO),  SUB,  U  of 
Victoria,  Box  1700, 
V8W  2Y2. 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Victoria,  Box  695,  Stn  E, 
V8W  2P9.  383-9124.  Operates 
The  1GS  Cafe  at  James  Bay 
Community  Centre,  140 
Oswego  St,  Sundays, 
8:30-11  pm,  with  coffee  or  tea 
all  night  for  C2  cover  charge. 
Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line). 
386-6323,  24  hrs.  Some  gay 
info  available. 
Womyn's  Coffee  House, 
1923  Fernwood.  Every  Wed 
evening. 

West  Kootenay 
region 

West  Kootenay  Gays  and 
Lesbians,  Box  642,  Nelson 
V1L  4K5.  Offering  friendship, 
a  newsletter,  info  and  social 
events.  Potluck  third  Sunday 
of  month,  3-7  pm;  contact 
Nelson  Community  Services 
Centre  352-3504  (24  hrs). 


ALBERTA 

TELEPHONE  ARt-A  CODE:  40) 

Provincial 

Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  Box  1852,  Edmon- 
ton T5J  2P2. 

Alberta  TV  and  TS  Contact 
Club,  Box  4667,  Calgary 
T2T  5P1.  Transvestive  and 
transsexual  contact  service. 

Calgary 

AIDS  Calgary.  Box  2388,  Stn 
M,  T2P  3C1.  228-A1DS. 
Apollo  —  Friends  in 
Sports,  Box  6481,  Stn  D, 
T2P  2E1.  Provides  recrea- 
tional activities  to  the  gay 
community,  including 
volleyball,  slowpitch,  curling, 
bowling,  dances,  car  rallies 
and  skiing.  Hosts  annual 
Western  Cup  Volleyball 
Tournament.  Open  to  men 
and  women.  Info:  Gay  Lines, 
234-8973 

Camp  181  Association,  Box 
702,  Stn  M,  T2P  2J3. 
Dances,  theme  parties,  camp- 
outs,  sports  and  other  activi- 
ties for  lesbians  and  gays. 
Gay  Lines,  234-8973. 
Community  information. 
Gay  Students  Association, 
c/o  U  of  Calgary  Students 
Clubs,  Rm  209,  MacEwan 
Hall,  2500  University  Dr  NW, 
T2N  IN4. 

Gay  Youth  Calgary.  Peer 
counselling,  information, 
social  activities  for  gay  and 
lesbian  youth  15-21. 
234-8973. 

Frontrunners,  Contact  Gay 
Lines  or  Calgary  Central  Of- 
fice: 233-2111.  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  for  gay  men  and 
women. 

Imperial  Court  of  the 
Chinook  Arch,  282-6393. 
Entertainments  and  social 
events. 

Lesbian  Information  Lines 
(LIL),  265-9458,  Tues,  Wed, 
Thu  evenings,  8-10  pm,  with 
24  hr  answering  service. 
314-223  12  Ave  SW.  Operated 
by  Womyn's  Collective. 
Lesbian  Mothers,  Lynn  at 
264-6328  or  275-8362,  or  call 
LIL.  Potluck  first  Sun  of  each 
month. 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  204-16  Ave,  NW, 
T2M  0H4.  277-4004.  Services 
Sun  11:30  am  and  7  pm  at 
above  address. 


New  Horizons  (physically 
disabled  gays).  A7I2,  3130-66 
Ave  SW,  T3E  5K8.  Or  phone 
Gay  Lines,  234-8973. 
Womyn's  Collective. 
265-9458.  Dances,  library, 
lesbian  drop-ins  every  Tues. 
Operates  LIL. 

Edmonton 

AIDS  Network,  424-8361. 

Personal  support  and  public 
information. 

Canadian  Federation  of  Gay 
businesses  and  Organiza- 
tions, 10330-104  St,  T5J  ICI. 
428-9444,  425-8783. 
Dignity  Edmonton  Dignite, 
Box  53,  T5B  2B7.  469-4286. 
Edmonton  Roughnecks 
Recreation  Association,  c/o 
GATE.  Volleyball,  softball, 
gymnastics. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Awareness 
(GALA).  Box  53,  T5B  2B7. 
Gays  and  Lesbians  on  Cam- 
pus (GALOC).  Rm  620, 
Students'  Union  Bldg.  Mail- 
ing address:  Box  75, 
Students'  Union  Bldg,  U  of  A 
Campus. 

Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 
Office:  10173-104  St. 
424-8361.  Info  and  coun- 
selling, Mon-Sat,  7-10  pm, 
Sun  2-5  pm.  Also  coffee- 
houses, socials,  newsletter,  re- 
source library. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Group.  Support  and  social 
group  for  youths  16-19.  Meets 
Saturdays,  7-9  pm.  For  infor- 
mation please  call  424-8361. 
Gay  Fathers  &  Lesbian 
Mothers.  For  info  call 
424-8361. 

Inter/Ed,  Box  12G,  9820-104 
St,  T5K  0Z1.  421-7629  (Jim). 
Mandate:  Sober,  an  AA 
group  for  men  and  women. 
Unitarian  Church,  12530-110 
Ave,  Saturdays,  8  pm.  Closed 
discussion;  last  Saturday  of 
the  month  is  open.  AA  Cen- 
tral office:  482-6783. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Edmonton, 
11143-70  Ave,  T6H  2T9. 
438-5168.  Sunday  worship  at 
7:30pm,  126  Street-110  Ave. 
Privacy  Defence  Commit- 
tee, c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 
Royalist  Social  Society  of 
Northern  Alberta  (Imperial 
Court  of  the  Wild  Rose), 
10820-38  Av  NW,  T6E  2E6. 
The  Vocal  Minority,  "to 
educate  the  general  popula- 
tion about  the  multiplicity 
and  richness  of  our  lives 
through  public  musical 
performan- 
ces." 426-1516  or  426-1246. 
Womonspace,  a  social  and 
recreational  group  for  les- 
bians, c/o  Everywomon's 
Place,  9926-112  St.  Phone 
Jeanne,  433-3559  or  Liz, 
986-0263. 

Grande  Prairie 

The  Peace  Gay  Association, 

Box  1492,  T8V  4Z3.  Social 
and  support  group  for  NW 
Alberta. 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  of  Red 
Deer,  Box  356,  T4N  5E9. 
The  Robins  Nest.  4926  Ross 
St.  347-5444. 

Lethbridge 

Dignity  Lethbridge,  Box 

2262,  TIJ  4K7.  Phoneline 
381-6905,  7-9  pm. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:   J06 

Provincial 

Affirm/Saskatchewan,  les- 
bians and  gays  in  the  United 
Church.  422  Smallwood  Cres, 
Saskatoon  S7L  4S4. 
Gay  Rights  Subcommittee, 
Saskatchewan  Association 
for  Human  Rights,  305-116 
3rd  Ave  S,  Saskatoon 
S7K  1L5.  244-1933. 
Lesbian  Association  of 
Southern  Saskatchewan, 
Box  4033,  Regina  S4P  3R9. 
522-4522  or  352-8397. 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre  (The  Zodiac 
Club),  Box  1893,  S6V  6J9. 
1-24  10th  St,  E.  922-4650. 
Phone  line  Wed-Thurs,  8-10 
pm,  social  evenings  Fri-Sat, 
10  pm-2  am. 


Regina 


AIDS  Regina.  Box  3414, 
S4P  3J8.  522-4522,  AIDS 
Information  Line  (Mon  and 
Wed,  8-IOpm). 
Dignity  Regina  (gay 
Catholics  and  friends),  Box 
3181,  S4P  3G7. 
Gay  Athletic  Guild.  Box 
3414,  S4P  3J8. 
Gay  Community  of  Regina 
(gay  community  council),  Box 
3414,  S4P  3J8. 
Gay  Information  Services. 
Box  3414,  S4P  3J8.  522-5422, 
Sun  &  Mon,  8-10  pm;  24-hr 
recorded  message  at  other 
times. 

Gay  Parents,  Box  3414, 
S4P  3J8. 

Gay  Religious  Group,  Box 
3414,  S4P  3J8. 
Gay  Women's  Phone  Line, 
352-1041,  Wed,  8-10  pm.  Box 
4033,  S4P  3A2. 
Rumours  (gay  community 
centre),  1422  Scarth  St. 
522-7343. 

Regina  Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Gays,  Box 
3414,  S4P  3J8. 

Regina  Women's  Communi- 
ty and  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 
219-1810  Smith  St,  S4P  2N3. 
522-2777,  352-7688. 

Saskatoon 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Support  Ser- 
vices (GLSS),  217-116  3rd  Ave 
S.  Operates  Gayline.  Mailing 
address:  Box  8581,  S7K  6K7. 
Gay  History  Group,  c/o 
GLSS. 

Gay/Lesbian  Community 
Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 
Phone  Gayline  for  info  on 
dance  and  special  event  loca- 
tions and  dates. 
Gayline,  665-9129,  Sun 
Thurs,  8-11  pm.  Community 
information. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan 
(GLUS),  Box  124,  S7K  3K1. 
Open  to  staff  and  students  of 
the  Saskatoon  campus;  holds 
social  and  educational  events. 
Live  and  let  Live,  c/o  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Support  Services. 
Meets  Fri,  8  pm  at  GLSS. 
Metamorphosis  I98S,  Box 
113,  S7K  3K1.  955-1270. 
Plans  annual  Thanksgiving 
weekend  celebration. 
Southern  Prairie  Athletic 
Association,  Box  8581, 
S7K  6K7. 
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Change  for  the  better 

Alberta  election  creates  new  possibilities/or  gay  politics 


EDMONTON  —  In  the  election  of  May  8,  Alberta 
voters  for  the  first  time  since  1971  returned  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  opposition  MLAs  to  the  pro- 
vincial legislature.  The  breaking  of  the  virtual 
Progressive  Conservative  monopoly  on  legislat- 
ive seats  has  created  new  opportunities  for  the 
province's  gay  movement. 

Those  of  us  who  supported  opposition  candi- 
dates in  the  campaign  has  been  steeling  our- 
selves for  another  massive  PC  majority.  Who 
would  be  foolish  enough  to  predict  the  formation 
of  a  sizeable  opposition?  After  all,  similar  hopes 
had  been  dashed  in  the  past  three  elections. 

In  1975,  the  Tories  overwhelmed  the  opposi- 
tion by  taking  75  of  79  seats.  Many  predicted  that 
the  1979  election  would  see  the  resurgence  of  the 
opposition,  but  again  the  Conservatives  crushed 
their  opponents,  leaving  them  just  four  seats.  In 
1982,  not  even  the  beginning  of  a  recession  reduc- 
ed the  number  of  Tory  seats.  The  NDP,  with  just 
two  MLAs,  became  the  official  opposition. 

At  7:50  pm  on  election  day  I  found  myself  sit- 
ting in  a  stranger's  apartment,  baby-sitting  a 
wailing  three-year-old  so  that  his  mother  could 
vote.  After  four  weeks  of  knocking  on  doors 
searching  for  committed  NDP  voters,  I  couldn't 
let  this  woman  simply  retreat  to  her  living  room 
without  casting  a  ballot.  Our  effort  turned  out  to 
be  in  vain:  the  poll  had  closed  before  she  arrived. 

Early  returns  showed  the  Tories  leading  com- 
fortably in  all  southern  ridings.  I  trudged  over  to 
the  campaign  office,  hoping  I  might  take  solace  in 
a  victory  for  my  local  candidate.  By  the  time  I  got 
there,  the  election  picture  had  changed  drastical- 
ly. At  one  end  of  the  room,  on-lookers  cheered 
the  poll-by-poll  results  as  NDP  candidate  Gor- 
don Wright  took  every  poll  handily.  I  ran  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room  when  a  crowd  gathered 
around  a  television  set  burst  into  cheers.  The 
NDP  was  elected  or  leading  in  20  ridings! 

When  the  tallies  were  confirmed  the  next  day, 
the  NDP  had  jumped  from  two  to  16  seats,  the 
Liberals  had  gone  from  zero  to  four  and  the  Rep- 
resentative Party  had  retained  its  two.  The  bulk  of 
the  changes  had  come  in  Edmonton,  where  six 
cabinet  ministers  and  the  speaker  were  dethron- 
ed. Of  the  city's  19  seats,  the  Tories  were  able  to 
hang  on  to  just  five. 

The  political  changes  could  be  significant  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  here.  For  the  first 
time,  gay  and  lesbian  voters  actively  and  openly 
campaigned  for  the  opposition.  In  Edmonton 
Centre,  where  the  community  is  most  prominent, 
Mary  LeMessurier,  the  former  Conservative  cul- 
ture minister,  was  turfed  out.  LeMessurier's  pre- 
election assurances  that  some  of  her  best  friends 
were  homosexuals  were  apparently  unconvinc- 
ing. Many  recalled  that  she  had  promised  to  back 
a  proposal  to  include  sexual  orientation  in  the 
province's  human  rights  code,  but  didn't  show  up 
at  the  caucus  meeting  which  dealt  with  the 
matter. 

LeMessuirer  lost  her  seat  by  only  99  votes  to 
William  Roberts,  an  Anglican  minister  who  ac- 
tively courted  gay  and  lesbian  votes  by  campaign- 
ing at  the  clubs  and  attending  community  events. 
A  number  of  gay  and  lesbian  constituents  worked 


on  Robert's  campaign  and  the  slim  margin  of  his 
victory  underlines  the  importance  of  this  support 
in  his  election.  By  simply  acknowledging  the  con- 
cerns of  gay  and  lesbian  voters,  Roberts  possibly 
won  over  a  significant  block  of  voters.  Never  be- 
fore has  a  candidate  for  public  office  appealed  to 
the  community  for  support.  Many  were  buoyed 
by  the  subsequent  selection  of  Roberts  as  the 
NDP  critic  for  human  rights. 

Ed  Ewasiuk,  the  only  Edmonton  city  alder- 
man to  support  the  declaration  of  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Awareness  Day  at  City  Hall  the  past  two 
years,  ran  and  was  elected  for  the  NDP  in  Ed- 
monton Beverly.  Virtually  all  of  Edmonton's 
newly  elected  opposition  members  indicated  in  a 
pre-election  survey  that  they  would  favour  am- 
ending the  human  rights  code  to  include  protec- 
tion on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  The 
chances  of  altering  the  legislation  are  slim,  how- 
ever, as  the  government  would  have  to  do  an 
about-face  on  the  issue.  The  intractable  Les 
Young,  the  former  labour  minister  who  stolidly 
opposed  such  an  amendment,  has  taken  up  a  dif- 
ferent cabinet  posting.  But  it  would  be  surprising 
if  his  successor,  Ian  Reid,  proved  to  have  a  more 
enlightened  stance  on  the  issue. 

The  new  political  climate  produced  by  opposi- 
tion victories  here  gives  cause  for  optimism.  The 
gay  and  lesbian  community  is  probably  not  the 
only  constituency  inspired  by  the  turn  of  events  to 
work  with  the  expanded  opposition.  Time  will 
tell  whether  the  government  will  in  turn  seek  to 
conform  to  a  populace  which  perhaps  has  only 
begun  to  signal  its  disapproval.  JeffWinkelaarm 


Customs  confirms 
lesbian  porn  tapes 
are  inadmissible 

The  Body  Politick  first  appeal  of  the  seizure  of 
Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows  was  turned 
down  May  28  by  Dominion  Customs  Appraiser 
G  van  der  Valk.  (See  TBP,  June  1986.) 

In  a  letter  to  TBP,  van  der  Valk  stated  that  the 
appraisers'  office  felt  that  the  seized  videotape 
did  fall  under  Customs  tariff  item  9902-1.  This 
item  deals  with  sexually  explicit,  violent  and 
treasonable  material.  The  measures  contained  in 
the  tariff  item  are  due  to  expire  June  30, 1986. 

Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows  are  distribut- 
ed by  Blush  Productions,  and  affiliate  of  On  Our 
Backs,  a  lesbian  sex  magazine  published  in  San 
Francisco.  The  tapes  were  ordered  by  TBP  for  re- 
view. (See  reviews  on  page  25  of  this  issue.) 

The  next  step  in  the  process  of  appeal  is  re-ap- 
praisal by  the  office  of  the  Deputy  Minister  of 
National  Revenue.  TBP  filed  this  appeal  June  5. 
Gillian  Rodgersonm 


QUOTE  OF  THE  MONTH 


"We  believe  in  ideas  and  exchanging  them  and 
books  should  go  back  and  forth  freely."  —  NDP 
MP  Lynn  McDonald,  a  leading  pro-censorship  an- 
ti-porn campaigner,  criticizing  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  imposing  a  10  percent  tariff  on  imported 
books.  • 


TOrfed  out:  TBP  correspondent  Jeff  Winkelaar  talks  to  minister  Mary  LeMessurier,  who  first  lost 
her  memory  and  then  her  seat. 


Bishop  celebrates 
mass  with  Dignity 

MONTREAL  —  For  the  first  time  a  bishop  has 
celebrated  mass  at  a  national  conference  of  Dig- 
nity, the  gay  and  lesbian  Catholic  caucus. 

The  historic  moment  occurred  as  about  140 
registered  participants  from  across  Canada  and 
some  from  the  United  States  gathered  in  Mon- 
treal May  16-19  for  Dignity's  Canadian  national 
conference.  The  Toronto  chapter  of  Integrity,  the 
organization  of  gays  in  the  Anglican  Church  was 
present. 

The  bishop's  announced  participation  drew 
favorable  advance  publicity  from  The  Gazette, 
Montreal's  English-language  daily.  As  it  pro- 
ceeded, the  conference  had  daily  coverage  on  lo- 
cal television  and  radio. 

On  Saturday,  May  17  and  Sunday,  May  18, 
conference  participants  heard,  among  others:  Dr 
Norbert  Gilmorcof  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  AIDS;  Guy  Menard,  who  conducted  a 


workshop  on  the  theology  of  gay  liberation;  Nor- 
man Varieur  and  Ron  Schulte,  both  of  Dignity's 
Task  Force  on  Sexual  Ethics;  and  Anne  Shore,  an 
active  lay  person  in  Montreal's  English-speaking 
Catholic  community,  who  spoke  on  women  in  the 
church. 

Celebrating  mass  Sunday  afternoon.  Bishop 
Leonard  J  Crowley,  auxiliary  of  Montreal,  ac- 
knowledged with  sympathy  that  gay  people  have 
been  misunderstood  by  the  church  and  society 
and  that  many  have  been  hurt  and  suffered  dis- 
crimination. The  Bishop  praised  Dignity's  work 
and  urged  the  group  to  reach  out  to  French- 
speaking  gay  Catholics.  Dignity  is  almost  entire- 
ly an  English-speaking  organization.  English- 
speaking  Catholics  are  more  liberal  than  their 
French-speaking  counterparts.  French-speaking 
Catholics  tend  to  leave  the  church  because  of  its 
very  anti-homosexual  teachings. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  conference,  MP  Svend 
Robinson  spoke  about  ga\s  and  the  Charter  of 
Rights.  lYtohisonm 
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T      W      O       R      K 


MANITOBA 

TElEPH(i\t    \K!  x  CODE    204 

Provincial 

Brethren/Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC) 
Manitoba.  Bo\  2846,  Win- 
nipeg R3C  4B4, 

Brandon 

Gay  Friends  of  Brandon. 
7271685.  Wed  7-10  pm;  Sat 
1-4  pm. 

Portage- 
la-Prairie 

Bi-Women's  Support  Group. 
Box  820,  R1N  3C3.  857-5295. 
For  bisexual  women. 

Thompson 

Gay  Friends  of  Thompson. 
Box  157,  R8N  IN2. 

Winnipeg 

Affirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  the  United  Church. 
453-3984  (Eric)  or  452-2853 
(Dave). 

A  Little  Bit  of  Magic,  Inc. 
A  non-profit  introduction  ser- 
vice for  eav  men  and  lesbians. 
775-4838. ' 

Council  on  Homosexuality 
and  Religion.  Box  1912. 
R3C  3R2.  452-1813  or 
786-3976.  Worship,  coun- 
selling, library 
Dignity/Winnipeg.  Bo\ 
1912.  R3C  3R2. 
Gaie  Livraison.  Box  1912. 
R3C  3R2.  Pamphlets  and 
booklets  on  homosexuality. 
Gay  AA  New  Freedom 
Group.  Box  2481.  or  contact 
through  Manitoba  Central 
Office.  233-3508. 
Gay  AlAnon  Group.  Info: 
Gays  for  F.quahty. 
Gay  Community  Centre. 
2"  Sherbrooke  St.  786-1236. 
Incorporating  Giovanni's 
Room,  a  cafe  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Open  exery  day  ex- 
cept Sunday  at  5:30  pm.  Ful- 
ly licenced. 

Gay  Fathers  Winnipeg.  Box 
2221.  R3C  3R5.  786-3976 
(Thurs  eves,  7:30  pm-10  pm). 
Gay  Outdoors  Group,  do 
Gays  for  Equality. 
Gay  Parents,  do  Gays  for 
Equality. 

Gays  for  Equality  (GFE). 
Box  27,  UMSU,  U  of  Man- 
itoba, R3T  2N2.  786-3976. 
Office:  Suite  2,  Gay 
Community  Centre.  277  Sher- 
brook  St.  Counselling,  info, 
rap  sessions,  public  education 
and  law  reform.  Lesbian 
counsellors  on  Tues  evenings. 
Lesbian  Line.  786-3976,  Tues 
evenings 

Ms  Purdy's  226  Main  St. 
942-8212.  Women's  bar. 
Mutual  Friendship  Society, 
Inc.  Box  427,  R3C  2H6. 
774-3576.  Social  and  edu- 
cational programmes.  Oper- 
ates Happenings  Social  Club, 
272  Sherbrook  St. 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  So- 
ciety. Box  2221,  R3C  3R5 
Variety  of  social,  cultural  and 
educational  activities 
Project  Lambda,  Inc.  Box 
3911.  Stn  B.  R2W  5H9 
772-1421.  Lesbian/gay 
community  service  organiza- 
tion. Publishes  Out  I 
About,  gay  community  li- 
brary, community  fund-rais- 
ing for  medical,  library,  edu- 
cational and  counselling 
services. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Community 
Health  Centre.  Box  3175. 
R3C  4E6  774-4846  Phone 
line,  counselling,  information 
on  AIDS  and  other  lesbian/ 
gay  health  issues. 


Winnipeg  Gay  Media  Col- 
lective. Box  27.  UMSU,  U  of 
Manitoba.  R3T  2V 
786-3976.  Produces  "Coming 
Out."  weekly  half-hour  cable 
broadcast. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o 
GFE. 

University  of  Winnipeg  Gay 
Students  Association.  Info: 
786-3976. 

Yourself.  Box  2790, 
R3C  3R5.  For  bisexual  men 
and  women. 


ON 


ONTARIO 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODES  VAR1 

Provincial 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario.  Box  822,  Stn  A, 
Toronto  M5W  1G3.  (416) 
533-6824. 

Brethren/Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC) 
Ontario,  Box  2621,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  ON  N2H  6N2. 

Guelph 

Area  code:  519 

Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Box 
773,  NIH  6L8.  Gayline: 
83M550,  24  hrs. 
Gays  Out  of  Doors 
(GOOD).  See 
Kitchener-Waterloo. 

Goderich 

Area  code:  519 
Parents  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  c/o  Anne  Rutledge,  52 
Essex  Si.  N7A  2H4. 
524-4879. 

Hamilton 

Area  code:  416 

Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT 
Niagara).  Box  291.  Stn  A. 
L8N  3C8.  529-7884. 
Hamilton  United  Gay 
Societies.  Includes  all  of  the 
following: 

AIDS  Committee  of 
Hamilton.  Call  Gayline 
Hamilton. 

Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton. 
Support,  advice.  Meets  twice 
a  month.  Call  Gayline  for 
info. 

Gayline  Hamilton   Info  on 
all  groups  and  activities,  peer 
counselling.  523-7055  Wed- 
Fri,  7-10  pm. 

Gay  Women's  Collective. 
c/o  Gayline.  Meets  2nd  Mon 
of  month. 

Hamilton-Wentworth  Gay 
Archives,  lnoking  for 
photos,  clippings,  personal 
accounts  of  gay  life  and  liber- 
ation in  Hamilton,  especially 
pre-1979.  Hamilton:  Box  44, 
Stn  B,  L8L  7T5,  528-0156. 
Toronto:  644  Adelaide  W, 
M6J  IA9,  364-0877  (Mike 
Dorman). 

HUGS  Support  Group,  .  a 
meeting  of  men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  with  discus- 
sions. Meets  every  Tue,  Gay 
Community  Centre,  Suite 
303,  41  King  William  St.  7:30 
pm  Call  Gayline  for  further 
info. 

Mailing  address  for  all 
Hamilton  groups  listed 
above:  Box  44.  Stn  B, 
L8L7T5. 

Live  and  Let  Live  (Gay  AA), 
Open  meetings  with  speakers, 
last  Sat  of  every  month,  8 
pm  All  Saints  Church  Parish 
"Hall.  15  Queen  St  (side 
entrance). 

Kingston 

Area  code:  613 

Queen's  Homophile 
Association.  51  Queen's 
Crescent.  Queen's  University. 
K7L2S7.  547-5841.  (24-hr 
recorded  message,  staffed 
Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm.  Drop-in 
Thurs  evenings;  biweekly 
dances. 


Kitchener- 
Waterloo 

Area  code:  519 

Gay  Career  Women.  Meet 
monthly  for  dinner,  dancing, 
outings.  Ruth  Bateman: 
743-3529. 

Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo, 
c  o  Federation  of  Students,  U 
of  Waterloo.  Waterloo 
N2L  3G1.  884-GLOW.  Coffee- 
house every  Wed  at  S:30  pm. 
Campus  Ctr,  Rm  110. 
Gay  News  and  Views,  radio 
programme.  Tues,  6-8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 
MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable. 
200  University  Ave  W,  Wat- 
erloo N2L  3GI.  886-CKMS. 
Gays  of  Wilfrid  Laurier 
University,  c/o  WLUSU,  Wil- 
frid Laurier  University,  75 
University  Ave  W,  Waterloo. 
Gays  Out  of  Doors 
(GOOD).  Box  2751,  Kit- 
chener N2H  6N3.  Outdoor 
activities  and  social  club 
(camping,  skiing,  canoeing, 
cycling,  picnics,  potluck  sup- 
pers and  parties). 
Half  and  Half  Club.  A  non- 
profit social  club  that  spon- 
sors a  bar  and  disco  at  223 
1/2  King  St  W,  Kitchener  (use 
Halls  Lane  entrance). 
749-9084.  Mon-Sat.  8  pm-1 
am.  Cover  Thurs-Sat. 
International  Women's  Day 
Committee.  Box  1491,  Stn 
C,  Kitchener,  N2G  4P2. 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay 
Media  Collective.  Box  2741, 
Stn  B.  Kitchener.  N2H  6N3. 
579-3325. 

London 

Area  code:  519 

Gay  Youth  London,  c/o 
HALO.  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm, 
2nd  fi,  649  Colbornc  St. 
433-3762. 

Gayline.  433-3551.  Recorded 
message  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs. 
7-10  pro. 

Homophile  Association  of 
London,  Ontario  (HALO). 
649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2. 
433-3762.  Coffee  House: 
Mon,  7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar: 
Wed,  Fri  and  Sat,  9  pm- 
1:30  am.  Gay  AA  meeting, 
Wed,  7  pm. 

FFLAG  (parents  and  friends 
of  lesbians  and  gays).  48  Gar 
field  Ave,  N6C  2B5.  432-4581 
Nitty  Gritty  Gay  Discussior 
Group.  649  Colborne  St  (up- 
per). 473-4738. 

Mississauga 
Brampton 

Area  code:  416 
GEM:  Gay  Community 
Outreach.  Box  62,  Bramptor 
L6V  2K7.  Phoneline: 
278-6010. 

Parents  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  c/o  Mary  Jones,  35 
Willis  Drive,  Brampton  ON 
L6W  IB2.  457-4570. 


Gai  Campus.  Centre  Univer- 
sitaire,  local  206,  Universite 
d'Ottawa. 

GaylinefTelegai.  238-1717. 
Info  and  peer  counselling  for 
lesbians  and  gav  men.  Mon- 
Fri  7:30-10:30pm. 
Gay  People  at  Carleton.  c  o 
CUSA,  Carleton  University. 
For  more  info,  call  238-1717. 
Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de 
I'Outaouais.  Box  2919, 
Stn  D.  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre, 
318  Lisgar  St,  2nd  Floor: 
open  7:30-10:30  pm  Mon- 
Thurs.  Sun:  AA  Live  &  Let 
Live  group.  8  pm.  Office: 
233-0152. 

Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/ 
Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ottawa/ 
Hull.  For  info  call  or  write 
Gays  of  Ottawa.  Meeting/ 
drop-in,  Wed  8  pm,  318 
Lisgar  St.  2nd  Floor. 
GO  Centre.  Open  every 
weeknight  from  7:30-10:30. 
318  Lisgar  St. 
Groupe  de  Peres  Gais. 
238-1717. 

Groupe  des  lesbiennes 
feministes  juives.  238-1717. 
Dignity/Ottawi/Dignite, 
Box  2102,  Stn  D,  KIP  5W3. 
Integrity/Ottawa,  (gay 
Anglicans  and  their  friends) 
c/o  St  George's  Anglican 
Church,  152  Metcalfe  St, 
K2P  IN9.  235-2516,  9-5, 
Mon-Fri.  Meets  2nd  and  4th 
Weds  at  7:30  pm,  at  St 
George's. 

Lambda  Professional  and 
Business  Association  of  Ot- 
tawa. Networking  and 
socializing  among  profes- 
sionals and  businesspersons. 
233-8212. 

Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  cam- 
pus/Lesbians and  Gays  on 
Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue 
Hastey  Street,  KIN  6N5. 
Live  and  Let  Live  Group  for 
gay  alcoholics.  Contact  GO. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Box  2979,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W9.  232-0241. 
Parents  des  gais.  CP  9094, 
K1G  3T8. 

Parents  of  Gays,  Box  3043, 
Station  D,  KIP  6H6. 
Pas  nes  d'hier,  gais  et  les- 
biennes ages.  238-1717. 
Pink  Triangle  Services,  Box 
3043,  Station  D,  KIP  6H6.  A 
gay  /lesbian  social  service  and 
public  education  group  (non- 
profit registered  charity).  PTS 
runs  a  gay/lesbian  peer 
counselling  and  community 
information  line:  238:1717, 
Monday-Friday,  7:30-10:30 
pm.  PTS  also  runs  a 
speaker's  bureau  and  an 
educational  service.  Call 
business  office:  563-4818. 

Owen  Sound 

Area  code:  519 

Gays  of  Owen  Sound  and 
Area.  A  support  group  for 
gays  and  lesbians  in  the 
Grey/Bruce  aiea.  Box  1104. 

Peterborough 


Niagara  Region       Area  code:  70S 
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Area  code:  416 

Forward  Lambda,  Box  603, 
Niagara  Falls  ON  L2E  6V5 
Gays  at  Brock  University 
(GAB)  Contact  GO  Niagara. 
Gay  Outreach  Niagara  (GO 
Niagara).  An  organization 
for  gay  men  and  women  in 
the  Niagara  Region.  Box  61, 
St  Catharines  ON  L2R  6R4. 
684-0683. 

Niagara  College  Gays 
(NCG)  <  omact  GO  Niagara 

North  Bay 

Area  code:  705 

Gay  Fellowship  of  North 
Bay.  Box  665,  Callendar,  ON 
P0H  I  HO.  Meetings  Tues 
evenings.  Call  the  phoneline, 
(705)  476-3761  for  details. 
The  phoneline  is  staffed 
Thurs  evenings  from  7-9pm, 
but  you  can  leave  a  message 
on  the  tape  at  other  times. 

Ottawa 

Area  code:  613 

AIDS  Committee  of  Ot- 
tawa, co  the  Gayline. 
238-1717,  Mon-Fri, 
7:30-10:30. 


Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent 
and  Peterborough.  For  in- 
formation, contact  the  Trent 
University  Women's  Centre, 
K9J  7B8. 

Stratford 

Area  code:  519 

Festival  Horizons.  Info  on 
theatre,  restaurants  and  lodg- 
ings. Box  432,  N5A  6T3. 

Sudbury 

Area  code:  705 
Sudbury  AM  Gay  Alliance, 
Box  1092,  Stn  B,  Sudbury, 
ON  P3E  4S6.  Phoneline: 
674-3002,  Tues,  7  pm-10  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

Area  code:  807 

Gays  of  Thunder  Bay,  Suite 
7,  214  Red  River  Rd., 
P7B1A6.  345-8011,  Wed  and 
Fri  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording 
other  times.  Meets  1st  and 
3rd  Sun.  Dances  held 
monthly. 

Northern  Women's  Centre. 
69  Court  St  N.  P7A  4T7. 
345-7802. 


Toronto 

Area  code:  416 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toron- 
to, Box  55.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 
926-1626,  Mon-Fri,  9  am- 
5  pm.  Educates  public  about 
the  syndrome,  especially 
AIDS-affected  communities, 
and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS  and 
PLS,  including  separate 
discussion  groups  for  people 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  and 
PLS. 

Affirmation,  a  support 
group  for  gay  and  lesbian 
Mormons  and  their  friends. 
For  information,  write  Drawer 
E622,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Les- 
bian/gay fellowships. 
964-3962. 

Association  of  Gay  Social 
Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella 
St,  M4Y  1M8.  Social  work 
students  also  welcome. 
AWARE,  a  support  group  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
Christian  Reformed  Churches, 
and  their  friends.  Write  c/o 
MCCT,  2029  Gerrard  St  E, 
M4E  2B3.  Call  928-0510. 
Cabbagetown  Group  Soft- 
ball League,  Box  1113,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2T8. 

Branching  Out,  Lesbian 
culture  resource  centre.  Box 
141,  2  BloorSt  W,  Ste  100-99, 
M4W  3E2. 
Canadian  Unitarian 
Universalists  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Concerns 
(CUULGC),  A  support  group 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
within  Unitarian  Universalist 
churches,  c/o  Canadian 
Unitarian  Council,  175  St 
Clair  Ave  W,  M4V  IP7. 
Christos  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  Box 
1193,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8. 
968-7423.  Christian  church 
with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in 
association  with  Gaycare 
Toronto. 

Chutzpah,  Box  334,  Stn  Q, 
Toronto  M4T  2M5.  489-4662. 
Group  for  Jewish  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien,  291  Ontario  St,  Apt 
6,  M5A  2V8.  925-6729. 
Couples  Growth  Group, 
MCC.  Open  to  gay  and  les- 
bian couples  in  a  committed 
relationship.  Every'other  Fri 
at  8pm.  536-2848. 
Dignity/Toronto,  Box  6922, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1X6.  960-3997. 
Group  for  gay  and  lesbian 
Catholics  and  friends. 
Federation  of  American  and 
Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT)  -  Toronto,  Box  882, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  598-0433. 
40  Plus  GP.  Group  for  older 
gays.  Meeting  at  the  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre 
second  and  fourth  Mondays 
of  each  month  (except 
holidays)  at  7:30  pm. 
Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o 
CYSF,  105  Central  Sq,  York 
University,  4700  Keele  St, 
Downsview,  ON  M3J  IP3. 
663-4792. 

Gay  Asians  Toronto,  Box 
752,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 
Gay  Association  of  Mari- 
timers  in  Toronto,  2029  Ger- 
rard St  E,  (MCC).  Support 
group  for  Maritimers  moving 
to  Toronto. 

Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519 
Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, M4Y  2C9.  Phoneline: 
243-5494,  7-10  pm,  seven  days 
a  week .  Free  face-to-face 
counselling  service,  Thursdays 
7-10  pm. 

Gay  Christian  Counselling 
Service.  Professional  coun- 
selling, individual  and  couple, 
for  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
families  of  gays.  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Tor- 
onto. For  appt:  536-2848. 
Gay  Community  Appeal  of 
Toronto,  Box  2212,  Stn  P, 
M5S  2T2.  869-3036. 
Fund-raising  for  gay  and  les- 
bian community  projects. 


Gay  Community  Calendar. 

Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297). 
Box  8,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  24-hour  recorded 
message  of  weekly  events.  To 
get  info  listed  call  656-0372 
between  7-10  pm  Mondays. 
Gay  Community  Dance 
Committee  (GCDC),  Box 
5794,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P2. 
Organizes  community  fund- 
raising  dances. 

Gay  Courtwatch,  Room  337, 
Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and 
Bay).  362-6928.  Monitors 
gay-related  cases  and  provides 
legal  assistance. 
Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  Box 
187,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L5. 
Phoneline:  364-4164,  Mon- 
Fri,  7-10  pm. 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the 
Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7. 

Gay  Self-Defence  Group, 
215  Danforth  Ave,  N°  4, 
M4K  1N2.  466-6020. 
Organizes  courses  in  self- 
defence  in  and  out  of 
Toronto. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of 
T,  c/o  SAC  Office,  12  Hart 
House  Circle,  University  of 
Toronto,  M5S  1A1.  Info: 
Chris  (964-0701)  or  Eldon 
(927-8866). 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Health 
Care,  Box  6973,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X7.  920-GLHC.  Gay 
men  and  lesbians  working 
and  training  in  health-care 
delivery  and  research. 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  598A 
Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
M4Y  IZ3.  961-4161.  Mon 
10-8;  Tue-Wed  10-6:  Thurs-Fri 
10-9;  Sat  10-6;  Sun  12-6. 
Glad  Day  Defence  Fund, 
598 A  Yonge  St,  2nd  fl, 
M5Y  2A6.  961-4161. 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men, 
556  Church  St,  2nd  fl, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0603.  VD  in- 
fo, testing  and  treatment. 
Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm; 
Tues,  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm; 
Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  10  am-2 
pm.  Bath  clinics  every  Wed 
evening  at  The  Club  and 
Roman's. 

Hassle-Free  Clinic  — 
Women,  556  Church  St,  2nd 
fi,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free 
medical  clinic.  Birth  control 
and  gynecological  info.  VD 
and  pregnancy  testing,  abor- 
tion counselling  and  referrals. 
Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10 
am-3  pm;  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead. 
Integrity/Toronto,  Box  873, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  A  ministry 
for  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans 
and  their  friends. 
International  Gay  Associa- 
tion (Toronto),  c/o  Toronto 
Gay  Community  Council  (see 
below). 

International  Women's  Day 
Committee,  Box  70,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2L4.  789-4541.  Indepen- 
dent socialist-feminist 
organization. 
Judy  Garland  Memorial 
Bowling  League.  Info:  bul- 
letin boards  in  bars,  or  write 
c/o  the  Toronto  Sports 
Alliance  (see  below).  Sept- 
May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings);  also  summer 
league. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  History 
Group  of  Toronto,  Box  639, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1G2.  961-7338. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
Committee.  Box  1215,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2V8.  Organizes  annual 
summer  celebration. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 
Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre, 
M4Y  2C9. 


Lesbian  Incest  Survivors 
Support  Group,  Info: 
964-7477  (Rape  Crisis 
Centre). 

Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund,  Box  38,  Stn  E, 
M6H  4E1.  465-6822. 
Lesbian  Phoneline,  Box  70. 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  960-3249. 
Tues  7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times.  Speakers 
available. 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 
Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Info:  Michelle  at  789-4541  or 
Debbie  at  964-7477.  Speakers 
for  myth-shattering  seminars 
and  workshops  about 
lesbians. 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right, 
Box  6579,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Lesbian-feminist  political 
action  group. 
Lesbians  of  Colour,  Pol- 
itical/social group.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o 
Edward  Schlauch,  980  Broad- 
view Ave,  Apt  2309, 
M4K3YI.  Support  and 
fellowship  for  gay  and  lesbian 
Lutherans  and  their  friends. 
Meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  of 
month. 

Metamorphosis,  Box  5963, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1P4.  Trans- 
sexual counselling  and 
services. 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Toronto,  2029 
Gerrard  St  E  (at  Woodbine). 
690-2133.  An  ecumenical 
Christian  church  for  all 
people  with  a  special  ministry 
to  gay  community. 
New  Democratic  Party  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Caucus,  Box 
792,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N7. 
964-1049. 

Notso  Amazon  Softball 
League.  All-lesbian  recreation 
league.  Info:  967-7440  or 
466-934. 

Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian 
Caucus,  York  University, 
4700  Keele  St,  Downsview, 
M3J  2R5.  532-2443  (Peter). 
Out  and  Out  Club,  Box  331, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L7.  927-0970. 
Outdoor  activities  for  gay 
people. 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Les- 
bians and  Gays  Toronto,  52 
Roxaline  St,  Weston  ON 
M9T  2Y9.  Info:  Pauline  Mar- 
tin at  244-2105. 
Pink  Turf  Soccer  League,  c/o 
Drawer  F9,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9. 

Pool  Bar  League.  Info  at 
most  bars,  or  write  c/o  Tor- 
onto Sports  Alliance  (below). 
Queen  of  Hearts.  Organizing 
group  for  gay  Filipino  beauty 
pageant.  Dario,  759-3788,  or 
Alfredo,  461-2800. 
Right  to  Privacy  Commit- 
tee (RTPC),  428  Dundas  E. 
MSA  2A8.  Defence  commit- 
tee for  gays  arrested  under 
bawdyhouse  laws.  Cheques  or 
charges  payable  to:  Harriet 
Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC. 
Info:  961-8046  or  362-2877. 
Also  runs  Courtwatch 
(362-6928). 

Riverdale  Curling  League. 
Write  c/o  Toronto  Sports  Al- 
liance (below). 
Riverdale  Volleyball 
League.  Sept-April  season. 
Info  at  Buddy's  bar,  or  write 
c/o  Toronto  Sports  Alliance 
(below). 

Rotators  Curling  League. 
Write  c/o  Toronto  Sports  Al- 
liance (below). 
Ryenon  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.  For  meeting  dates  call 
923-GAYS. 

Salukis.  All-lesbian  softball 
team.  Box  6597,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X4.  964-7477. 
Sexual  Compulsives 
Anonymous  (SCA).  Box 
1110,  Stn  F,  50  Charles  St  E, 
M4Y  1TI. 

The  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence,  Drawer  OPI, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 


Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson 
Women's  Centre,  SURPI,  380 
Victoria  St,  M5B  IW7.  Ryer- 
son women's  radio  show 
collective.  Lesbian  and  femin- 
ist music,  interviews  and 
announcements.  Sundays  at 
noon.  CKLN-FM  88.1.  To 
place  announcements,  call 
598-9838. 

Spouses  of  Gays,  206  St 
Clair  Ave  W,  M4V  1R2. 
920-5546  (Caryn  Miller). 
Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG), 
Box  6706.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5. 
964-6600.  Free  peer  counsell- 
ing and  info  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Mon-Fri,  7  pm- 
10  pm. 

Toronto  Counselling  Centre 
for  Lesbians  and  Gays,  105 
Carlton  St,  4th  fl,  M5B  IM2. 
977-2153.  Tues,  Wed,  Thurs, 
6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or 
drop  in. 

Toronto  Entertainment 
Network  (TEN).  An  alter- 
native to  the  bar  scene.  Box 
452,  Stn  U,  M8Z  5Y8. 
767-2578. 

Toronto  Gay  Community 
Council,  105  Carlton  St.  4th 
fl,  M5B  1M2.  Umbrella 
organization  of  lesbian  and 
gay  groups.  Forum  for  shar- 
ing information  and  discuss- 
ing political  strategies. 
Toronto  Historical  Bowling 
Society.  Sept-May  season; 
Tues,  Wed,  Fri  and  Sat  even- 
ings, and  Sun  afternoon.  Also 
summer  league.  Info: 
423-5955,  or  write  100-2 
Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2. 
Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance 
of  the  Deaf,  Box  671,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2N6. 

Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre, 
Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080. 
Business  line:  964-7477.  Info, 
self-defence  courses. 
Toronto  Sports  Alliance, 
Box  1113,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8. 
Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore.  73  Harbord  St, 
M5S  IG4.  922-8744. 
Tri  Aid  Charitable  Founda- 
tion, 8  Irwin  Ave,  M4Y  1K9. 
Gay  youth,  streetwork, 
parkwatch,  public  education, 
agency  consultations. 
University  of  Toronto  Sex 
Ed  Centre,  c/o  Office  of 
Admissions,  315  Bloor  St  W, 
Rm  107,  M5S  1A3.  Devon- 
shire &  Bloor,  behind  Admis- 
sions Bldg.  978-3977.  Sex 
counselling  for  U  of  T  cam- 
pus. Sponsors  gay  men's  dis- 
cussion groups.  Gay  counsel- 
lors available  Tuesdays  on 
request. 

Women's  Independent 
Thoughtz  (WITZ).  Group 
for  exchange  of  ideas  and 
creative  endeavours.  768-9496 
or  536-3162. 

Women's  Media  Alliance, 
c/o  940  Queen  St  E, 
M4M  U7.  Phyllis  Waugh, 
466-8840. 

Womyn  Out  Doors 
(WOODS).  Women-identified 
women  sharing  outdoor  skills 
and  experiences.  Outings, 
workshops  and  trips.  Box 
462,  Stn  P,  M5S  2S9. 
Zami.  Sup- 
port/political/social group  for 
black  and  West  Indian  les- 
bians and  gay  men,  meeting 
every  Thurs,  8  pm,  at  519 
Church  St.  Info:  c/o  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 


I     D 


Seeingstars.  Starring  Act,  a  gala  thai 'featured dozens  offamous faces,  raised  $40,000  June  8  in 
Toronto  for  the  city 's first  hospice  for  people  with  AIDS.  On  hand  for  thepink-and-silver  evening  that 
included  a  five-course  dinner  with  the  stars  were:  actors  Helen  (Desert  Hearts)  Shaver  (offering  an 
autograph  above),  John  (American  Cousin)  Wildman  and  Janet-Laine  (Seeing  Things)  Greene; 
SCTValumni  Martin  Short,  A  ndrea  Martin  and  Catherine  0  'Hara;  singers  Carole  Pope,  Lorraine 
Sega  to  and  Liberty  Silver;  and  writers  June  Callwood  and  Scott  Symons. 


A  manner  of  speaking 

Quebec  AIDS  conference  marred  by  loose  language,  medical  meddling 


MONTREAL  —  About  a  thousand  doctors, 
health  care  workers  and  social  workers  from  all 
parts  of  Quebec  gathered  May  9  at  the  University 
of  Montreal  for  a  conference  on  AIDS. 

Conference  organizers  did  well  to  package  the 
latest  AIDS  information  according  to  the  inter- 
ests of  most  of  the  participants:  AIDS  and  medi- 
cine; AIDS  and  health  care  facilities;  AIDS  and 
community  health  care.  But  several  points  rele- 
vant to  the  gay  community  invite  comment. 

Dr  Richard  Morisset,  head  of  microbiological 
services  at  the  Hotel-Dieu  de  Montreal  and  chair 
of  the  Comite  SIDA-Quebec  (the  Quebec  govern- 
ment's AIDS  committee)  opened  the  conference 
with  this  question:  "Is  there  any  justification  for 
the  current  AIDS  hysteria  (also  developing  rapid- 
ly here)  in  the  United  States?  It  is  far  from  clear 
that  there  is,  since  many  studies  have  shown  that 
HTLV3/LAV  is  not  easily  transmitted.  The  virus  is 
found  only  in  the  blood  and  in  other  body  fluids. 
AIDS  cannot  be  caught  in  the  absence  of  certain 
co-factors  which  have  been  noted  in  at-risk 
groups  such  as  homosexuals,  IV  drug-users  and 
transfusion  recipients  ...  These  groups  have 
nothing  in  common  except  for  the  fact  that  AIDS 
is  transmitted  in  the  blood  and  by  sexual 
contact." 

Later,  Dr  Paul  Bayardelle,  director  of  micro- 
biology at  the  Hopital  Notre-Dame,  said: 
"Those  at  risk  for  AIDS  are  homosexuals  or  bi- 
sexuals,  heroin  users,  hemophiliacs  and  the  sex- 
ual partners  of  people  with  AIDS . . .  Promiscuity, 
particularly  among  prostitutes  of  both  sexes,  in- 


creases the  likelihood  of  infection  with 
HTLV3/LAV,  which  can  then  spread  to  their 
partners."  He  also  said:  "Since  sex  is  the  most 
common  means  of  transmission,  the  use  of 
condoms  is  strongly  recommended  to  reduce  the 
risk  of  infection  in  vaginal,  anal  and  oral 
intercourse.  It  is  not  known  whether  wet  kissing 
can  transmit  the  virus  in  saliva." 

Given  existing  prejudices  against  homosexual- 
ity, it  would  be  better  if  the  doctors  were  aware  of 
the  danger  of  using  the  term  "homosexual"  to 
label  an  at-risk  "group."  All  too  many  people 
confuse  group  with  cause  and  take  such  state- 
ments to  mean  that  homosexuality  causes  AIDS. 
Wouldn't  it  be  better  to  speak  of  "risk  factors" 
such  as  anal  intercourse  without  a  condom  and 
(perhaps)  the  release  of  semen  in  the  mouth  or 
throat?  These  activities  don't  have  a  sexual 
orientation. 

On  another  subject,  consider  this  statement  by 
Dr  Robert  Remis  of  the  Hopital  General  de  Mon- 
treal, a  statement  that  goes  beyond  medical  mat- 
ters: "In  some  situations  a  change  of  regulations 
can  guarantee  the  prevention  of  AIDS.  For  exam- 
ple, bathhouses  probably  play  a  role  in  the  spread 
of  AIDS  among  homosexuals  who  frequent 
them.  To  discourage  activities  which  entail  in- 
creased risk,  we  should  take  a  look  at  sexual  prac- 
tices in  these  locales  and  alter  them  as  required. 
We  also  need  to  look  at  the  relevant  laws  and  reg- 
ulations." The  good  doctor  is  not  just  talking 
about  prevention  through  education;  he's  talking 
about  using  the  law.  We  seem  to  have  come  some 


way  from  the  pronouncements  by  medical  offi- 
cers of  health  last  February  in  Winnipeg,  who  de- 
clared: "All  avenues  should  be  explored  to  en- 
courage safe  sexual  practices  within  bathhouses" 
because  "in  many  establishments,  over  50  per- 
cent of  the  clientele  may  be  bisexual  men  who 
would  not  otherwise  receive  health  education  re- 
garding safe  sexual  practices." 

Something  tells  me  that  if  the  owners  of  bath- 
houses do  nothing  to  promote  safe  sex  on  their 
premises,  pressure  will  be  brought  by  the  medical 
profession  for  the  regulation  of  activities  in  these 
places.  Let's  not  forget  that  just  such  a  develop- 
ment preceded  the  closure  of  the  baths  in  New 
York.  Closure  makes  it  that  much  harder  to  edu- 
cate those  married  men  who  keep  their  homosex- 
uality in  the  closet  and  don't  read  the  gay  press. 

We  must  examine  the  US  experience  in  order  to 
avoid  making  the  same  mistakes.  Bathhouses 
could  post  safe  sex  guidelines  prominently,  sell 
condoms  and  lubricant  at  reasonable  prices  and 


SEX 


Oral  sex  (cocksucking)  appears  not  to  be  a  factor 
in  the  transmission  of  HTLV3/LAV,  the  AIDS- 
linked  virus,  say  researchers  involved  in  the  San 
Francisco  Men's  Health  Study. 

In  a  letter  published  in  the  Journal  oj 'the  Am- 
erican Medical  Association  (Apr  4),  Dr  David 
Lyman  reports  that  821  gay  or  bisexual  men  were 
asked  about  their  sexual  practices  during  the  pre- 
vious two  years  and  tested  for  exposure  to 
HTLV3/LAV. 

Of  the  750  who  had  anal  sex  (assfucking)  dur- 
ing the  two-year  period ,  5 1 . 1  percent  had  been  ex- 
posed to  the  virus.  But  in  the  other  two  groups  — 
56  men  who  had  only  oral  sex  (cocksucking)  and 
15  men  who  had  had  no  sex  in  the  same  period  — 
the  exposure  rate  was  19.6  percent  and  20  percent 
respectively. 

Further  questioning  revealed  that  all  of  the  ex- 
posed men  in  the  oral-sex-only  and  no-sex 
groups  had  engaged  in  anal  sex  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  two-year  period  under  investigation. 

Although  the  small  number  of  observations 
mean  the  study  is  not  conclusive,  the  findings 
strongly  suggest  that  the  risk  for  AIDS  for  those 
who  have  only  oral  sex  and  those  who  have  no  sex 
is  the  same :  no  risk  at  all .  Ken  Popert  • 


place  in  every  room  a  pamphlet  such  as  Jouez 
Sur/Play  Safe,  published  by  the  Comite  SIDA  a 
Montreal.  Let's  think  about  a  massive  safe  sex 
education  campaign  before  it  is  forced  on  us. 
Bernard  Courte.  Translation:  Ken  Popert  9 


NUMBERS 


As  of  June  12,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease 
Control  (LCDC)  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total  of 
593  adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada.  This  compares  with 
a  total  of  529  cases  this  past  May  5  a  total  of  230 
cases  one  year  ago. 

LCDC  figures  may  lag  behind  provincial  statis- 
tics because  of  delays  in  diagnosis  and  reporting. 

The  current  Canadian  adult  total  of  576  cases 
breaks  down  as  follows: 


Total 

Gay 

or  bisexual 

Cases 

Living 

Canada 

576 

477 

264 

ON 

240 

225 

127 

QC 

175 

103 

59 

BC 

117 

•no 

55 

AB 

27 

25 

11 

NS 

6 

5 

3 

MB 

5 

5 

5 

SK 

4 

4 

3 

NB 

2 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland,  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 


CONDOMS 


The  retrovirus  believed  to  trigger  AIDS  cannot 
pass  through  commonly  available  condoms  ac- 
cording to  a  study  supported  by  the  San  Francis- 
co AIDS  Foundation  and  conducted  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  at  San  Francisco. 

The  study,  reported  in  the  April  4  issue  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  Journal,  tested 
condoms  of  latex  (Trojan  ENZ  and  Ramses  Ex- 
tra) with  lubrication  and  without,  and  those 
made  of  lambskin  (Fourex)  or  synthetic  skin 
(Skinless  skin),  both  with  lubrication.  The  re- 
sults were  the  same  in  all  cases. 

The  researchers  who  carried  out  the  tests  say 
the  results  "conclusively  indicate  that  retrovi- 
ruses cannot  pass  through  the  condom  mem- 
brane." KenPoperf 


You  can  get  more  information  and  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the  following  community  sources: 

St  John's:  AIDS  Information  Committee,  c/oWally  Upward (709)579-6143 

Halifax:  Metro  Area  Committee  on  AIDS,  c/o  Gayline (902)423-1389 

Montreal:  AIDS  Resource  Committee/Association  des  ressources  montrealaises  sur 

le  SIDA (514)933-2395 

Comite  SIDA  a  Montreal (514)282-9888 

Ottawa:  AIDS  Committee  of  Ottawa,  c/o  Gayline (613)238-1717 

Toronto:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto (416)926-1626 

AIDS  Information  Line,  for  a  recorded  message (416)924-5200 

Hamilton:  AIDS  Committee  of  Hamilton (416)523-7055 

Kitchener/Waterloo:  AIDS  Committee  of  Cambridge-Kitchener-Waterloo, 

c/o  Bill  Allen (519)749-0977 

London:  AIDS  Committee  of  London,  c/o  Richard  Hudler (519)663-2069 

Windsor:  AIDSCommittee  of  Windsor (519)256-4244 

Thunder  Bay:  AIDS  Committee  of  Thunder  Bay (807)345-8011 

Regina:  AIDS  Regina (306)522-4522 

Edmonton:  Edmonton  AIDS  Network (403)424-4767 

AIDS  Phone  Line (403)424-4722 

Calgary:  AIDS  Calgary (403)228-2437 

Vancouver:  AIDS  Vancouver (604)687-2437 

Victoria:  AIDS  Vancouver  Island (604)384-4554 
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Windsor 

Area  code:  519 

Lesbian/Gay  Community 
Service  Group.  Bo\  ^002, 
N9C  3Y6.  973-4591.  Wed-Fri. 
8-10pm  (recorded  message  ai 
other  times).  Meets  monthly 
at  downtown  Public  Librars 
(downstairs).  All  other  Wind- 
sor groups  may  be  contacted 
through  LGCSG. 
Lesbian/Gay  Students  on 
Campus.  Meets  ever>  other 
Fn  8-IOpm  at  University  of 
Windsor. 

Closets  are  for  Clothes. 
Week  Is  radio  show.  Sundae 
at  5:30pm.  GAM.  91 .5  KM 


QUEBEC 

II  I  I  I'HMM    \RI   \(  ci|>l\S  \k> 

Brome 

The  Capables.  Support 
group  for  bisexual  men.  Con- 
tad  through  Gay  Info  in 
Montreal. 

Charlevoix 

Area  code:  418 

Association  pour  les  droits 
des  gais  de  Charlevoix.  CP 
724,  Ciermont.  GOT  ICO. 
439-2080. 

Hull 

Area  code:  819 

Association  gaie  de  I'ouest 
quebecois.  CP  1215.  succ  B. 
ISX  W  TO-1737 

Lennoxville 

Area  code:  819 

Students  Against 
Homophobia.  Box  15. 
Bishop's  Unistnty.  JIM  l/~ 
La  Difference,  Tuesday 
nights.  830  Pere-Franciscam. 

Montreal 

Area  code:  SI4 

Affirm/Affirmer,  a/s  United 
Theological  College,  3521 
University.  H3A  2A9.  Gays 
in  the  United  Church. 
Aide  iux  transsexuels  du 
Quebec  (ATQ).  CP  363. 
Succ  C.  H2L  4K3.  259-4990 
(Marcellel 

Aime-toi  (AA).  6518.  rue 
Sl-Vallier.  H2S  2P7.  524-5821. 
For  gay  and  lesbian 
alcoholics. 

Alpha-Kiri   Alternative  aux 
bars.  933-2395 
Antenne  Rose,  culture 
homosexuelle,  lundi  16h30. 
Radio  Cenlre-ville  (102,3 
Mr  I 

Approche  securisante  des 
polytoxicomanes  anonymes 
(ASPA)  305  Lagauchetiere, 
salle  1510.  metro  Champ-de- 
Mars.  324-6662. 
Archives  gaies  du  Quebec. 
CP  395,  Succ  Place  du  Pare. 
H2W  2N9. 

Association  communautaire 
homosexuelle  de  I'Univer- 
site  de  Montreal  (ACHUM). 
a/s  FAECUM,  Pavillion  des 
sciences  sociales,  3200,  Jean- 
Bnllant,  H3T  IN8.  343-5988. 
Association  des  lesbiennes 
et  gais  de  I'Universite  de 
Quebec  a  Montreal  (ALGU- 
QAM).  CP  8888,  Succ  A. 
H3C  3P8. 

Association  des  peres  gais 
de  Montreal.  CP  667,  Succ 
S.  H2X  3M4  932-0061. 
Association  des  resources 
Montrealaises  sur  le  SIDA. 
CP  1164,  Succ  H.  H3G  ILL 


Association  homophile  de 
Montreal/Gay  Montreal 
Association  (AHM(GMA)  . 
CP  1164.  Succ  H.  H3G  2N1, 
933-2395.  Services  et  filiales: 
Alpha  Kira  (fraiernite  en 
alternative  aux  bars). 
MARC.ARMS.  Gay  Info. 
Parents  et  families  de  gai-e-s. 
Trasestis  a  Montreal. 
Association  pour  les  droits 
des  gais  du  Quebec 
(ADGQ).  CP  29.  succ  C. 
H2L  4J7.  Office  263  est  rue 
Ste-Catherine.  843-8671. 
Mon-Fn.  7-l0  pm.. 
Association  des  bonnes 
gens  sourdes.  CP  ^64,  succ 
R.  H2J  3M4. 
Atelier  de  theatre  gai. 
Cegep  Rosemont.  6400  16e 
Ave.  local  A-418  (Michel 
Breton). 

Aube-epine,  librairie  des 
femmes,  4050.  St-Andre, 
524-9890. 

Les  capables.  groupe  d'appui 
pour  bisexuels:  CP  966,  Succ 
H.  H3G  2M9.  933-2395. 
Clinique  lesbienne.  centre 
de  same  des  femmes  du  quar- 
tier,  16,  est  St-Joseph, 
H2T  IG8;  842-8903. 
Le  Collectif  du  triangle 
rose,  a/s  Librairie  I'An- 
drogyne.  3642  boul  St- 
Laurent.  H2X  2V4.  842-4765. 
La  coalition  (formerly 
RAGLAMI.  Box  936.  Stn  H. 
H3G  SMi 

Com'femme.  loisirs.  lesbien- 
nes seulement;  277-2464. 
Comite  des  gais  et  lesbien- 
nes de  Montmorency 
(CGLM).  475  boul  de  I'Av- 
enir.  Laval,  H7N  5H9. 
Comite  gai-e  du  Cegep  du 
Vieux-Montreal.  255  est. 
Ontario,  H2X  3M8.  Mon,  6 
pm. 

Communaute  homophile 
chretienne.  Centre  Newman, 
3484  rue  Peel,  H3A  IW8. 
382-8467.  For  Catholics. 
Contact-t-nous.  861-6753. 
venereal  disease  treatment. 
Cote  a  Cote  gay  couples 
group,  c/o  Gay  Info. 
Counselling-ADGQ. 
travailleur  social  au  local  les 
mardi,  jeudi  et  vendredi. 
843-8671  pour  rendez-vous. 
Croissante.  Groupe  de  meres 
lesbiennes.  CP  222,  Succ 
Delormier,  H2H  2N6.  Carole: 
524-1040  (lundi). 
Dignity  Montreal  Dignite. 
Newman  Centre.  3484  Peel 
St,  392-6711.  Mailing:  Box 
1045.  Stn  H,  Montreal.  For 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mon  7:30pm. 
Divan-jasseur  Cafe- 
rencontre,  informations  et 
references.  263  Ste-Catherine 
est,  2  etage.  843-8671. 
Eglise  communautaire  me- 
tropolitaine  Montreal 
(MCC).  CP  619,  Tour  de  la 
Bourse,  H4Z  IJ8.  525-7109 
(Real  Murray,  pastcur). 
L'envol.  reunion  AA  pour 
femmes  seulement;  454,  est 
Launer  (dimanche  matin. 
III). 

Federation  canadienne  des 
transsexuels  pour  le 
Quebec.  16  rue  Viau, 
Vaudreuil  J7V  1A7. 
Federation  pour  I'avance- 
ment  de  la  condition 
transsexuelle  (FACT),  a/s 
Ms  Fisher.  CP  293,  Cote-des- 
Neiges,  H3S  2S6. 
Femmes  gaies  de  McGill. 
3480,  rue  McTavish, 
H3A  1X9.  392-8920. 
Friends  of  Affirm,  gais  et 
lesbiennes  de  I'  Eglise  Unie. 
3521,  University,  H3A  2A9. 
933-2395  (Gay  Info). 
Gai  ecoute  (hommes).  " 
davs'week.  7-11  pm. 
843-5652. 

Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal, 
c/o  Gay  Info. 

Gay  Health  Clinic.  Montreal 
Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montreal.  3465 
Peel  Street,  H3A  1X1. 
842-8576.  General  practice, 
Mon-Fri,  9-5  pm;  open  until 
8  pm  Mon  4  Fri  only.  Closed 
daily  12:30-1:30  pm. 


Gay  Info.  CP  1164.  succ  H, 
H3G  2NI.  933-2395,  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times. 
Counselling  and  information. 
Gay  Physicians  of  Mon- 
treal/Us medecins  gai(e)s 
de  Montreal,  a/s  2151,  rue 
Lincoln,  N"  20,  H2H  1J2. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Social  Ser- 
vices, 5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 
Westmount  H3Z  IY5. 
937-9581. 

Gayline.  931-8668.  Info  and 
counselling  for  gays  and 
lesbians. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  of  McGill 
(GALOM).  3480,  McTavish, 
local  417,  H3A  1X9. 
392-8912. 

Gays  in  General'Gai-e-s  en 
general  (Gi/eG),  CP  2121, 
Dorval  H9S  3K9.  933-2395 
(Gay  Info). 

Le  Goeland  (AA).  4652  rue 
Jeanne-Mance.  728-3228.  For 
lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics. 
Groupe  de  discussion  du 
mercredi.  5  Weredale  Park,  6 
etage,  Westmount,  H3Z  1Y5. 
Identification,  reunion  AA. 
pour  femmes  seulement,  454, 
est  Laurier  (vendredi.  20h30). 
Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans 
and  their  friends,  Box  562, 
Verdun  H4G  3E4.  766-9623. 
jeunesse  Lambda  Youth. 
Coming  out  and  discussion 
group- for  gays,  lesbians  and 
bisexuals  up  to  22.  Meets  at 
the  Yellow  Door,  3524 
Aylmer,  Fri  8-10  pm.  CP  572, 
Succ  VMR,  Ville  Mont-Royal 
H3P  3C5.  For  more  info,  call 
Gay  Info. 

La  cle  d'or.  Alcooliques 
anonymes  pour  gais.  1435  Ci- 
ty Counsellors. 
La  coalition.  Groupe  de  gais 
et  lesbiennes  de  Montreal.  CP 
936.  Succ  H,  H3G  2M9. 
Lascar.  (Iigue  d'action  spor- 
tive et  culturelle).  Yvon: 
522-7098. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of 
Concordia.  2020  Mackay  St 
(P-Annex).  Room  102. 
848-7414. 

Librairie  I'Androgyne,  3642 
boul  St  Laurent,  2nd  fl, 
H2X  2V4.  842-4765. 
Ligue  d'action  sportive  et 
culturelle  (LASCAR). 
522-7098  (Yvon). 
Ligue  Lambda,  association 
sportive.  CP  701,  Succ  N, 
H2X  2N2.  931-2892  ou 
274-2747  (Real),  287-9694 
(Claude). 

Live  and  Let  Live. 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  group 
for  gay  men  and  women. 
Tues,  7:30  pm,  Rm  210,  5 
Weredale  Park. 
Matrix,  emission  de  femmes 
anglophones,  CTNQ-MF 
(102.3).  vendredi  soir  22h30  a 
23h  el  samedi  matin  de  I0h30 
a  Ilh30. 

Montreal  AIDS  Resources 
Committee/Association  des 
ressources  montrealaises 
sur  le  SIDA  (MARC/ARMS). 
CP  1164,  Succ  H,  H3G  2N1. 
937-7596. 

Naches  (gay  and  lesbian 
Jews),  CP  298,  succ  H, 
H3G  2K8.  484-8014. 
Nouveau  Parcours.  alcooli- 
ques anonymes  pour  gais  et 
lesbiennes.  4495  Papineau 
(angle  Mont-Royal). 
Parents  et  families  de 
gais/es.  833-2395. 
Parents  and  Families  of 
Gays,  c/o  Gay  Info. 
Sappho  Groupe  de  discus- 
sion pour  lesbiennes. 
Service  d'intervenants 
sociaux.  service  gratuit  de 
consultation  de  I'ADGQ.  263 
Ste-Catherine  est.  2  etage, 
843-8671. 

Service  Jeunesse.  for  those 
25  and  under,  meets  every 
Sat,  8-10  pm  at  263  est,  rue 
Ste-Catherine 

Les  sourcieres,  groupe  d'ac- 
tion de  visibilite  lesbienne  du 
8  mars,  regroupement  des  les- 
biennes juives,  regroupement 
des  lesbiennes  travailleuses. 
CP  384,  Succ  La  Cite, 
H2W  2N9. 


Tel  que  tu  es.  alcooliques 
anonymes  pour  gais  et  les- 
biennes. 7434  St-Hubert, 
metro  Jean-Talon. 
Theatre  experimental  des 
femmes.  5066,  Clark, 
H2T  2T8. 

Travesties  a  Montreal,  sup- 
port for  transveslites.  c/o  Gav 
Info. 

United  Church  Gays  and 
Lesbians  in  Quebec/Les 
Gais  et  Lesbiennes  de 
I ' Eglise  Unie  au  Quebec. 
c/o  United  Theological  Col- 
lege. 3521  University  St, 
H3A  2A9.  392-6711'. 
Vivre  Gai(e)  (AA).  St  Jean 
Anglican  Church,  110,  est  Ste 
Catherine,  H2X  1Z6. 
733-0757. 

Quebec 

Area  code:  418 
Entre-plumes.  service  de 
correspondance  pour  lesbien- 
nes. CP  9962,  Ste-Foy, 
G1V  4C5  (envoyer  une 
enveloppe-retour  affranchie). 
Groupe  gai  de  I'Universite 
Laval,  CP  2500,  Pavilion 
Lemieux,  Cite  universitaire, 
Ste-Foy,  G1K  7P4. 
Ligue  Mardi-Gai,  932-3386 
(Jean  Claude  Roy). 
Relais  d'esperance,  accueil  el 
aide  spirituelle.  617  Montmar- 
tre,  GIN  1B3,  522-3301. 

Rouyn 

Area  code:  819 

RAHCAT,  College  de 
I'Abitibi-Temiscamingue,  CP 
1500,  J9X  5B5 

Sherbrooke 

Area  code:  819 

L'Association  des  gais  et 
lesbiennes  de  I'Universite 
de  Sherbrooke.  2500  Univer- 
site,  Centre  social,  J1K  2R1. 
564-5013. 

L'Association  pour 
I'epanouissement  de  la 
communaute  gaie  de 
I'Estrie  (ACGE),  CP  294, 
JIH  5JI.  596-0147. 
Centre  de  renseignements 
et  d'intervention  en  ho- 
mosexuality, a/s  Socio- 
culturel,  475  Pare,  Pavillion 
3,  JIH  5M7.  564-5013 
El  le  et  lui,  Tuesday  nights. 
Ste-Famille  church.  569-0147. 

Trois  Rivieres 

Area  Code:  816 

Gay-Ami.  CP  1611, 
G9A  5MI,  373-0771. 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Organiza- 
tion —  Saint  John  (LAGO- 
SJ),  Box  6494,  Stn  A,  St 
John,  E2L4R9.  GAYLINE 
633-1256,  Wed-Thu  7-10  pm. 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord. 

Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine 
04736  USA.  Serving  Western 
NB  and  Northern  Maine 
( Madawaska/Victoria/ 
Carlton,  NB;  Temiscouata. 
Quebec:  and  Aroostook, 
Maine).  Gay  phoneline:  (207) 
896-5888. 


NOVA     SCOTIA 

TELEPHONE    AREA    CODE:    902 

Halifax 

AFFIRM.  Box  1642, 
B3J  2Z1.  An  organization  for 
and  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  the  United  Church. 
Civil  Rights  Committee, 
Box  3611,  Station  South, 
B3J  3K6. 

Community  Outreach  Pro- 
gram. Looking  to  contact  les- 
bians and  gays  throughout 
Nova  Scotia.  Contact  through 
Radclyffe  Hall. 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality 
Inc.  Box  3611,  South  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  454-6551. 
Gayline.  423-1389,  Box  3611, 
South  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10  pm.  Info,  referrals 
and  peer  counselling. 
Live  and  Let  Live  Group, 
for  gay  alcoholics.  Phone  or 
write  GAE. 

Metro  Area  Committee  on 
AIDS.  Box  1013,  Stn  M, 
B3J  2X1.  423-6814. 
Over  30's  of  Halifax.  Social 
gatherings  for  older  gays  and 
lesbians  outside  the  bar  scene. 
Mail  or  write  GAE. 
Radclyffe  Hall.  Offices  of  the 
GAE.  Resource  centre, 
meeting  and  workshop 
facilities.  Call  or  write  GAE. 
Rumours  (gay  community 
centre),  1586  Granville  St, 
423-6814.  Write:  Box  3611, 
South  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 
Sparrow  (gay  and  lesbian 
Christians  and  friends),  c/o 
Box  3611,  South  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm. 
423-1389. 


NEW    BRUNSWICK       NEWFOUNDLAND 

TELEPHONE    AREA    CODE:    506 

Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  Box  1556.  Stn  A, 
E3B  5G2.  457-2156.  Meets 
2nd  Wed  of  month. 


II  I  rPHONr  ARIA  (  (Mil     709 

Provincial 

Gay  Association  in  New- 
foundland (GAIN),  Box 

1364,  Stn  C,  St  John's, 
AIC  5N5.Call  739-7975 


Moncton 

Gais  et  Lesbiennes  de 
Moncton(Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  Moncton,  CP  7102,  River- 
view,  EIB  1VO.  Call  858-1013 
(GAYLINE) 

Saint  John 

APGHL  Aids  Educational 
Committee  Provides 
information  to  the  gay  com- 
munity and  a  liason  service  to 
the  NB  Dept  of  Health.  Box 
6368.  Stn  A,  E2L  4R8. 
Archives  for  the  Protection 
of  Gay  History  and  Liter- 
ature Box  6368,  Stn  A, 
F2L  4R8.  642-5263. 


PUBLICATIONS 

IH1PHONE    AREA    CODES    VARV 

Action!  Irregular  publication 
of  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St, 
Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 
Amazones  d'hier,  lesbien- 
nes d'aujourd'hui,  radical 
lesbian  quarterly,  CP  1721, 
Succ  Place  du  Pare, 
H2W  2R7. 

Angles,  Box  2259,  MPO, 
Vancouver  BC  V5B  3W2. 
(604)  684-6869. 
The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289, 
Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1X9.  (416)364-6320. 


Broadside,  Box  494,  Stn  P, 
Toronto  ON  M5S2TI.  (416) 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist 
newspaper  with  substantial 
contributions  by  lesbians. 
Communique,  Box  990, 
Caribou,  Maine  04736,  USA. 
Fireweed,  Box  279.  Stn  B, 
Toronto  ON  M5T  2W2.  (416) 
977-8681.  Feminist  quarterly 
of  politics  and  the  arts. 
FLAGMAG,  Box  1556,  Stn 
A,  Fredericton  NB  E3B  5G2. 
The  Gay  Gleaner,  Box  1852. 
Edmonton  AB  T5J  2P2. 
Gay  Phoenix,  Box  44,  Stn  B. 
Hamilton  ON  L8L7T5. 
(416)  639-6050. 
GEM  Journal,  Box  62. 
Brampton  ON  L6V  2K7. 
Gender  Review,  a  publica- 
tion of  the  Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  primar- 
ily of  interest  to  male-to-fe- 
male transsexuals.  Box  291, 
Stn  A,  Hamilton  ON 
L8N  3C8. 

GLOW  Newsletter,  c/o 
Federation  of  Students,  U  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  ON 
N2L  3G1. 

GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ot- 
tawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais, 
Box  2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa  ON 
KIP  5W9. 

Guelph  Gay  Equality 
Newsletter,  Box  773, 
Guelph  ON  N1H  6L8. 
HALO  Newsletter,  649  Col- 
borne  Street,  London  ON 
N6A  3Z2. 

La  mensuelle  treize,  a  les- 
bian paper  published  5  times 
a  year,  CP  771,  Succ  C,  Mon- 
treal, H2L  4L6. 
Metamorphosis,  a  publica- 
tion of  interest  to  female-to- 
malc  transsexuals.  Box  5963, 
Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1P4. 

The  Open  Door,  rural  les- 
bian newsletter.  Northern  Les- 
bians (Collective),  RR  2,  Box 
50,  Usk  Store,  Terrace  BC 
V8G  3Z9. 

Otherwise:  A  Feminist 
Newspaper  of  U  of  T.  PO 
Box  857,  Stn  P,  Toronto 
M5S  2Z2.  (416)  656-0593. 
Perceptions,  Box  8581, 
Saskatoon  SK  S7K  6K7. 
Le  petit  Berdache,  bi- 
monthly information  bulletin 
of  ADGLQ,  CP  36,  Succ  C, 
Montreal  QC  H2L  4J7. 
(514)  843-8671. 
Rencontres  Gaies,  Editions 
Homeureux  Enr,  CP  245, 
Succ  N,  Montreal  QC 
H2X  3M4. 

Rites.  Box  65,  Stn  F,  Toronto 
ON  M4Y  2L4. 

Sortie,  North  America's  ma- 
jor French-language  gay 
publication,  Le  Magazine 
Sortie,  3961,  rue  St-Denis, 
Montreal  QC  H2W  2M4, 
(514)  286-7122. 
Target,  newsletter  of  the 
Island  Gay  Community  Cen- 
tre Society,  Box  695,  Stn  E, 
Victoria  BC  V9W  2P9. 
Thompson  Area  Gay  Group 
Newsletter,  Box  3343, 
Kamloops  BC  V2C  6B9. 
Thunder  Gay,  c/o  Box  2155, 
Thunder  Bay  ON. 
WKGL  Newsletter.  A  new 
gay  and  lesbian  publication 
out  of  Nelson  BC.  Box  642, 
Nelson,  BC,  VIL4K5. 
Xtra!.  A  free  gay  events 
publication  distributed  to 
bars,  restaurants  and  theatres 
in  Toronto.  Box  7289,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  M5W  1X9. 


New  York 


Charming,  Newly  Renovated 

Brownstone  Conveniently 

Located  in  Chelsea 


•  All  Rooms  Have 
Washing  Facilities 

*  Share  Bath 

•  Continental  Breakfast 

Included 

•  Singles:  $35.00 

•  Doubles:  $55.00 
Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 

Advance  Reservations  Suggested! 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 
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CHELSEA 

318  West  22nd  St.,  N.Y.C.  10011 
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Congress' 


Democratic  representative 

Gerry  Studds  has  survived 

the  scandal  that  forced 

him  out  of  the  closet  and 

has  evolved  into 

an  articulate, 

uncompromising,  and 

re-elected,  supporter  of 

gay  rights. 

■  fc^%  re  you  still  a  practicing  homosexu- 
^^al?"  US  Democratic  representative 
Gerry  Studds  was  asked  recently  by  a  constituent 
in  his  home  district  in  Massachusetts.  "No,"  re- 
plied Studds.  "As  a  matter  of  fact  I've  gotten 
quite  good  at  it!" 

In  the  fight  for  gay  liberation,  it's  not  always 
easy  to  predict  from  where  our  next  leader  or 
prophet  will  emerge.  Few  would  have  suggested  a 
politician  censured  by  his  colleagues  for  pederas- 
ty would  evolve  into  one  of  our  most  articulate 
and  uncompromising  spokesmen. 

Studds,  sharing  his  ideas  recently  with  univer- 
sity students  in  Illinois,  addressed  his  belief  that 
the  world  around  us  is  not  nearly  as  homophobic 
as  we  gay  people  assume.  "The  ignorance  and 
hatred  and  fear  and  insecurity  and  nastiness 
come  from  an  extraordinarily  small  percentage 
of  people,"  he  said. 

Studds  has  good  reason  for  believing  this.  Af- 
ter coming  out  on  the  floor  of  the  US  House  of 
Representatives  in  July  1983,  he  was  terrified  of 
his  next  appearance  in  his  conservative  district  in 
Massachusetts.  It  was  time  for  his  traditional 
participation  in  a  parade  in  honour  of  the  Feast 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  in  the  blue-collar  town 
of  New  Bedford. 

Instead  of  meeting  with  hatred  and  anger  and 
ridicule,  however,  Studds  was  treated  to  a  four- 
mile  concert  of  cheers  and  hurrahs  from  these 
Portuguese  Roman  Catholics  —  people  Studds 
further  describes  as  usually  extraordinarily 
undemonstrative. 

In  Studds's  case,  the  frosting  of  the  parade  came 
before  the  cake  of  re-election,  which  made 
Studds  the  highest  elected  official  in  the  United 
States  to  be  a  "self-avowed  homosexual." 

"We  can  and  do  make  our  own  world,' '  Studds 
told  students,  "and  in  so  doing,  to  a  degree  that  I 
never  in  all  my  life  would 've  expected,  we  affect 
the  world  of  others.  All  gay  people  should  take 
the  stereotypes  of  non-gay  people  that  we  grew  up 
with  and  throw  them  in  the  trash  barrel." 

Studds'  congressional  district  is  in  no  way 
some  kind  of  anomaly.  Ronald  Reagan  carried 
Studds's  district  in  1980  and  1984  by  more  than 
any  Massachusetts  district.  The  only  deduction, 
for  Studds,  is  that  homophobia  simply  isn't  as 
pervasive  as  we  all  fear. 

To  this  day,  however,  Studds  remains  the  only 
openly  gay  member  of  the  US  Congress,  al- 
though he  points  out  that  Congress's  gay  caucus 
(him)  is  the  one  with  the  biggest  potential  for 
growth.  Studds  said  his  experiences  should  be  en- 
couraging for  other  gay  politicians  and  gay  peo- 
ple in  general,  but  that  he  "would  never  urge  any- 


Out  of  the  closet  and  back  in  the  House:  US  Congressman  Gerry  Studds 


one  in  public  life  or  private  life  to  rush  the  (com- 
ing out)  decision." 

According  to  Studds,  the  gay  rights  bill  pend- 
ing in  the  US  House  has  70  sponsors,  but  if  it 
were  called  to  a  vote,  it  would  reveal  less  than  70 
supporters.  If  it  were  called  to  a  vote  anonymous- 
ly, on  the  other  hand,  Studds  believes  it  would 
pass  two  to  one.  Members  of  Congress  "just 
don't  trust  that  their  constituents  share  their  con- 
victions," Studds  reported. 

Studds  was  appearing  at  the  University  of  Illi- 


nois in  Champaign-Urbana.  The  Student  Gov- 
ernment Association  invited  him  after  the  Uni- 
versity Chancellor  failed  to  sign  a  campus  gay 
rights  measure  and  after  subsequent  protests  and 
sit-ins  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Illini  earlier  this 
year.  Studds's  appearance  on  campus  was  op- 
posed by  the  liberal  student  newspaper  The  Daily 
Illini  because  the  editors  felt  Studds's  public  his- 
tory of  having  a  sexual  relationship  with  a 
17-year-old  congressional  page  made  him  a  poor 
role  model  for  young  gay  people. 


His  audience  at  the  talk,  however,  seemed  to 
sense  that  Studds  has  provided  the  very  positive 
example  of  coming  out  to  the  whole  country,  a 
step  which  he  says  has  given  him  the  peaceful,  in- 
tegrated life  he  never  had.  "Since  the  events  of 
1983,"  he  said,  "my  relationships  with  my  con- 
stituents, my  friends  and  my  colleagues  are  sub- 
stantially better  then  they  ever  were  before.  I  say 
that  without  equivocation.  My  hunch  is  that  it 
has  something  to  do  with  the  fact  that  self-respect 
is  contagious .' '  Rex  Wockner* 


Gay  Games  boycott  battle 

Unregistered  South  African  team  vows  to  attend  Games  despite  boycott  calls 


JOHANNESBURG  —  A  South  African  team  has 
vowed  to  attend  Gay  Games  II  in  San  Francisco 
this  August  in  spite  of  calls  for  a  boycott  of  the 
event  by  other  gay  groups  if  the  South  Africans 
participated,  but  organizers  of  the  Games  state 
there  are  no  South  Africans  registered  for  the 
event  and  the  deadline  for  entries  has  passed. 

"We  shall  be  going  to  the  Gay  Olympics 
whether  other  countries  boycott  the  games  or 
not,"  said  Pieter  Nieuwoudt  in  the  May  issue  of 
Exit,  South  Africa's  major  gay  paper.  "Gays 
worldwide  are  in  the  gay  cause  together.  There  is 
no  point  in  discriminating  against  South  Afri- 
cans because  of  policies  that  they  can  do  nothing 
about." 

The  possibility  that  a  South  African  team 
might  enter  has  generated  a  sharp  debate  between 
the  organizers  of  the  games  and  the  Scottish  gay 


movement.  Ian  Christie  of  the  Scottish  Homo- 
sexual Rights  Group,  and  Ian  Dunn,  editor  of 
Gay  Scotland  have  been  leaders  in  the  opposition 
to  South  African  participation  in  the  games. 
They  point  to  the  United  Nations  resolution  call- 
ing for  a  boycott  of  all  cultural  and  athletic  con- 
tacts with  South  Africa  and  the  failure  of  the  Gay 
Association  of  South  Africa  to  support  Simon 
Nkodi,  one  of  its  members  presently  on  trial  for 
anti-Apartheid  activities. 

Dr  Tom  Waddell,  president  of  the  San  Francis- 
co Arts  and  Athletics  Inc,  organizers  of  the 
games,  responded  to  letters  of  protest  condemn- 
ing the  group's  failure  to  ban  South  Africans,  by 
claiming  that  GASA  united  all  gay  people  against 
oppressive  South  African  policies  by  taking  "a 
strong  racially  integrated,  anti-Apartheid 
stance."  The  latest  issue  of  Gav  Scotland  scottsm 


this  suggestion.  "Firstly  the  age  of  consent  for 
gay  men  is  20  years  of  age.  Secondly  white  South 
African  gays  enjoy  a  rich  and  varied  social  life  in  a 
commercial  sense  with  which  there  is  little  inter- 
ference from  the  authorities.  Thirdly  GASA  has 
never  at  any  time  taken  a  stance  against  Apar- 
theid...they  have  never  mentioned  the  issue  in 
any  of  their  publications,  they  have  not  lifted  a  lit- 
tle finger  in  support  of  Simon  Nkodi..." 

Gay  Games  Executive  Director  Shawn  Kelly 
said  the  question  of  whether  the  games  would 
have  accepted  the  South  Africans  is  now  a  moot 
point.  "The  deadline  is  closed  for  entries."  Kelly 
told  TBP.  "We  are  not  accepting  any  more.  There 
are  no  South  Africans  entered  and  we  are  not  ev 
continuedon  page  22 
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pecting  any."  Kelly  added  that  the  Games  Board 
has  "always  been  strongly  opposed  to  Apar- 
theid," and  said  he  felt  it  was  unfortunate  that 
they  had  been  "drawn  into  a  philosophical  de- 
bate that  doesn't  concern  us.' ' 

A  new  group,  the  Rand  Gay  Organization 
(RGO)  has  formed  to  try  and  meet  the  needs  of 
black  gays  in  South  Africa.  A  spokesperson  for 
the  group  said  that  although  the  organization  is 
officially  interracial,  the  majority  of  its  members 
are  black.  Many  of  those  joining  the  RGO  claim 
they  did  not  feel  welcome  in  GASA,  which  is 
largely  white.  Although  the  RGO  is  willing  to 
work  with  GASA  on  common  issues,  it  claims 
that  GASA  has  not  shown  much  interest  in  coop- 
eration so  far. 

Meanwhile  an  article  published  by  Exit  quotes 
gay  anti-Apartheid  activist  Simon  Nkodi  at 
length  on  the  issues  surrounding  the  struggle  for 
gay  rights  in  South  Africa. 

"It  puzzles  me  that  black  men  can  fight  for 
their  rights  while  forgetting  the  rights  of  gays, 
Jews  and  women.  It  hurts  me  that  gays  should 
concern  themselves  exclusively  with  gay  rights 
while  disregarding  the  millions  of  women  of  all 
races  and  millions  of  blacks  who  never  had  a 
chance.  And  many  of  these  are  gay. 

"I  don't  talk  a  lot  to  X  (another  detainee). 
He's  very  much  into  black  consciousness.  I  don't 
fight  for  the  rights  of  blacks  because  I  am  black  or 


Nkodi: '  'I fight  because  I  am  human ' ' 

for  the  rights  of  gays  because  I  am  gay  but  I  do 
both  because  I  am  a  human  and  it  is  my  right  to 
be  accepted  as  human:  but  if  I  want  to  be  accept- 
ed as  human  I  must  fight  so  that  others  are  ac- 
cepted too. 

"I  definitely  don't  want  to  be  used  as  political 
ammunition.  True,  I  feel  strongly  that  GASA  and 
its  affiliates  have  not  paid  enough  attention  to 
why  they  are  still  massively  white  despite  the  com- 
position of  the  whole  community  and  the  gay 
community  in  South  Africa. 

"But  the  place  to  sort  that  out  is  here  among 
ourselves.  It  will  be  difficult  but  we  can  do  it,  giv- 
en goodwill. 

"It  is  not  my  desire  that  this  problem  should 
be  discussed  at  an  IGA  conference.  That  is  not  the 
place  or  the  way  to  do  it." 

Nkodi  is  now  on  trial  along  with  21  other  anti- 
Apartheid  activists  for  their  work  opposing  rent 
hikes  in  the  Transvaal.  If  convicted,  the  accused 
could  face  the  death  sentence.  • 
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Drug  test  advances, 
civil  rights  abuses 

Doctors  at  George  Washington  University  and 
the  National  Cancer  Institute  have  announced 
they  have  produced  antibodies  which  neutralize 
the  AIDS  virus,  HTLV3. 

Drs  Allan  Goldstein  and  Prem  Sarin  have 
found  that  HTLV3  is  very  similar  in  part  of  its 
genetic  make-up  to  Thymosin  a„  a  hormone 
produced  by  the  thymus  gland.  The  doctors  con- 
clude that  for  this  reason  the  body  tends  not  to 
produce  high  levels  of  antibodies  against  the  virus 
which  it  recognizes  as  itself.  "Furthermore... the 
anti-bodies  that  do  develop  may  initiate  an  auto- 
immune process  which  leads  to  damage  or  de- 
struction of  the  epithelial  hormone-producing 
cells  of  the  thymus,"  say  Goldstein  and  Sarin  in 
the  May  30  issue  of  Science.  Test-tube  studies 
have  shown  that  by  using  an  anti-sera  against 
Thymosin  a ,  HTLV3  can  be  prevented  from  in- 
vading T-cells  and  replicating. 

The  breakthrough  offers  hope  for  the  develop- 
ment of  both  treatment  and  a  possible  vaccine. 
"If  the  neutralizing  antibodies  prove  successful," 
said  Goldstein,  "the  first  group  which  can  benefit 
would  be  people  who  have  already  been  infected 
with  the  virus  but  who  have  not  yet  developed 
symptoms." 

The  doctors  plan  to  begin  research  on  non-liu- 
man  primates  and  if  the  results  are  encouraging, 
human  trials  will  follow.  When  asked  how  soon 
the  neutralizing  antibodies  might  be  available  for 
a  vaccine,  Goldstein  said  that  funding  would  be 
the  crucial  factor. '  'To  date  we  have  not  been  able 
to  get  from  the  National  Institute  of  Health  the 
funding  we  have  needed  with  regard  to  our  AIDS 
research.  Within  a  period  of  12  months  or  less  we 
could  be  ready  to  do  vaccination  studies." 

Researchers  in  Israel  have  also  been  concen- 
trating on  the  role  of  the  thymus  gland  in  the  de- 
velopment of  AIDS.  Dr  Zvi  Bentwich  of  the  Weiz- 
mann  Institute  has  synthesized  a  factor  from  calf 
thymuses  called  THF  which  has  been  found  use- 
ful in  restoring  immunity  in  initial  studies  with 
children  suffering  from  cancer  of  the  lymphatic 
system.  In  further  testing,  a  hemophiliac  child 
with  AIDS  showed  "dramatic  signs  of  recovery" 
according  to  Bentwich. 

• 
French  researchers  working  with  Cyclosporin 
have  also  reported  progress  in  spite  of  bad  public- 
ity surrounding  an  October  press  conference 
when  they  announced  a  "probable  cure  for 
AIDS."  The  press  conference  was  widely  criticiz- 
ed as  premature  since  the  conclusions  were  based 
on  preliminary  tests  of  the  drug.  Several  patients 
treated  with  Cyclosporin  subsequently  died. 

The  doctors  found  that  Cyclosporine  helps  in- 
crease and  sustain  levels  of  T4-helper  cells  which 
are  usually  depressed  in  AIDS  cases.  It  was  most 
helpful  for  patients  suffering  from  low  immunity 
associated  with  AIDS-related  complex  (ARC) 
rather  than  those  suffering  from  full-blown 
AIDS.  Cyclosporine  is  an  immune  suppressor 
which  is  often  used  to  block  rejection  of  trans- 
planted organs.  Its  beneficial  effect  on  AIDS  and 
ARC  sufferers  is  more  evidence  for  understanding 
AIDS  as  an  auto-immune  disorder  where  the  bo- 
dy's immune  system  attacks  itself. 

• 
New  studies  from  Uganda  show  that  as  many  as 
10  percent  of  the  adult  population  may  be  infect- 
ed with  HTLV3.  Dr  Wilson  Carswell,  studying  the 
disease  at  Kampala's  Mulago  Hospital,  describ- 
ed the  situation  as  "a  disaster,"  and  said  "What 
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outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29-$50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

r)  rJ TJ  rJ  ri  jft 
OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 

617-267-2262 


"If  you  can't 

be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  Host  togive  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thing  or 
two  about  making  you  welcome. 

A  unique,  private  and  informal 
home  for  those  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  not  to  pay  luxury  prices. 
iOOK  north-west  of  Toronto. 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  further  infor- 
mation. 


Rill  House  Farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 


T     H 


WORLD 


we've  got  here  is  a  sort  of  Chernobyl."  The  hospi- 
tal, the  country's  largest  medical  facility,  now  rates 
AIDS  as  its  leading  cause  of  death.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  new  cases  have  been  documented  at 
the  facility  in  the  first  four  months  of  1986. 

The  doctors  cite  studies  in  which  up  to  14  per- 
cent of  sample  groups  tested  positive  for  AIDS 
antibodies.  Similar  American  blood  donor  tests 
found  antibodies  in  0.1  to  0.25  percent.  "What 
our  numbers  suggest  is  that  we  have  more  people 
with  the  virus  in  Uganda  than  in  the  whole  of  the 
United  States,"  said  Dr  R  Goodgame,  an  Ameri- 
can missionary  doctor  on  staff  at  the  hospital. 
Uganda's  population  is  approximately  14  million. 

• 
The  danger  of  civil  rights  abuses  against  gay  peo- 
ple disguised  as  AIDS-control  measures  contin- 
ues to  mount.  In  Minnesota  the  state  has  already 
begun  asking  clients  for  their  names  at  previously 
anonymous  HTLV3-testing  sites  and  has  set  aside 
$60,000  to  hire  three  additional  department 
workers  to  trace  the  sexual  partners  of  those  test- 
ing positive.  The  names  of  those  who  test  positive 
will  go  on  permanent  record.  The  names  of  those 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  them  but  who  test 
negative  will  supposedly  be  dropped  from  the  list 
after  six  months.  In  contrast,  the  state  has  been 
slated  only  $50,000  for  safe-sex  education. 

In  Chicago,  Judge  John  Beatty  removed  him- 
self from  hearing  the  case  of  a  gay  father  who  is 
fighting  a  court  order  requiring  him  to  take  the 
AIDS  test  before  being  aiJowed  to  visit  his  two 
daughters.  The  judge  claimeo  he  would  be  biased 
against  the  father.  Benjamin  Schatz  of  the  Na- 
tional Gay  Rights  Advocates  called  the  postpone- 
ment "outrageous"  and  accused  the  court  of 
"avoiding  this  case." 

Michael  Closeau,  the  father's  attorney,  said 
the  test  would  be  irrelevant  because  it  does  not 
prove  someone  has  AIDS,  only  that  they  have 
been  exposed  to  the  virus.  The  children's  mother's 
attorney,  Patrick  McGann  claimed  that  no  one 
really  knows  how  the  disease  is  spread  and  that  the 
children  must  be  protected  at  all  costs.  His  position 
is  contradicted  by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
which  state  that  AIDS  is  not  transmitted  through 
casual  contact. 

• 
In  California,  followers  of  right-wing  fringe  politi- 
cian Lyndon  LaRouche  have  submitted  690.000 
signatures  calling  for  an  'AIDS  control  initia- 
tive" to  appear  on  the  state  ballot  in  November. 
The  initiative  calls  for  quarantine  for  all  those 
i!  AIDS  or  who  test  positive  for  the  AIDS  anti- 
body. The  initiative  falsely  indicates  that  AIDS  is 
casually  transmitted. 

The  signatures,  twice  the  number  needed  for 
the  initiative  to  appear  on  the  ballot,  still  need  to 
be  verified.  There  seems  tc  be  some  indication 
that  many  of  them  were  not  gathered  by  legal 
means.  California  Secretary  of  State  March  Fong 
Eu  stated  that  her  office  has  received  "numerous 
complaints  of  harassment"  by  petition  circula- 
tors and  "outrageous  verbal  abuse  against  those 
who  refused  to  sign." 

In  response  to  the  initiative,  a  new  state -wide 
group,  California  Community  AIDS  Network, 
met  May  24  to  plan  a  massive  grass-roots  cam- 
paign to  defeat  the  measure.  There  was  agree- 
ment to  begin  to  solicit  support  from  labour  or- 
ganizations, medical  societies,  religious  associa- 
tions, ethnic  groups,  public  health  officials  and 
political  councils.  Regional  meetings  of  the  group 
will  begin  this  month. 


In  New  York,  6,000  people  walked  10  kilometres 
and  raised  $700,000  for  the  Gay  Men's  Health 
Crisis  (GMHQ  May  18.  The  AIDS  Walk  New  York 
represented  a  "dynamic  expression  of  the  public's 
commitment  to  conquer  AIDS"  said  GMHC 
director  Richard  Dunne.  Walkers  included  NYC 
Mayor  Ed  Koch,  entertainers  Peter  Allen  and  Joel 
Grey  and  lesbian  activist  Virginia  Apuzzo. 

More  than  10,000  turned  out  for  the  Memorial 
Day  Candlelight  March  for  AIDS  which  was  held 
May  26  in  San  Francisco.  The  march  moved 
slowly  through  the  cool  windy  night  from  the 
Castro  district  to  the  Civic  Centre  for  an  evening 
of  speeches  and  singing  in  honour  of  those  who 
have  died  of  AIDS.  For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  the 
procession  was  led  by  people  with  AIDS.  A  cable 
car  carried  those  too  sick  to  walk. 

Similar  demonstrations  and  memorial  ser- 
vices took  place  in  more  than  80  cities  in  the  US 
and  other  countries. 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
governor  of  California  have  paid  only  lip  service 
to  the  fight  against  AIDS,"  Andrew  Small,  a  per- 
son with  AIDS  told  the  crowd  in  San  Francisco. 
"But  AIDS  will  not  go  away  as  long  as  the  Reagan 
administration  refuses  to  be  educated  about  this 
disease.  If  we  can't  educate  those  who  hate  us, 
they  must  be  stopped.  We  must  stop  LaRouche 
and  his  nightmare  of  concentration  camps.  To- 
night I  say  to  Ronald  Reagan  and  LaRouche  and 
to  every  bigot  and  homophobe  in  this  country,  I 
will  survive."  • 

Heilman  and  Schulte 
keep  Council  seats 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD  —  This  city's  second  mu- 
nicipal elections  brought  no  change  in  the  pro- 
gay,  pro-rent  control  slant  of  the  city  council. 

Mayor  John  Heilman  was  returned  to  office 
with  5,057  votes,  followed  closely  by  incumbent 
Councilwoman  Helen  Albert  with  4,947.  Gay 
councillor  Steve  Schulte  also  retained  his  seat, 
gaining  3,342  votes  in  spite  of  an  endorsement 
from  West  Hollywood  for  Good  Government,  a 
coalition  of  property  owners  and  businessmen. 
Good  Government  has  charged  that  the  city 
council  does  not  represent  business  interests  in 
the  new  city. 

Heilman  and  Albert  were  endorsed  by  the  Co- 
alition for  Economic  Survival  which  supports  the 
stringent  rent  control  initiatives  enacted  by  the 
last  council.  Schulte  repudiated  his  endorsement 
from  Good  Government  near  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign after  the  group  criticized  Heilman  and  Al- 
bert's organization  of  a  ten  kilometre  charity  race 
to  raise  money  for  AIDS  research.  Schulte,  Heil- 
man and  Albert  had  a  "gentlemen's  agreement" 
to  refrain  from  personal  attacks  during  the  cam- 
paign, according  to  The  Advocate. 

Schulte  was,  however,  attacked  by  some  group 
during  the  campaign.  Unsigned  flyers  appeared 
portraying  Schulte  in  a  business  suit  and  in  the 
nude,  a  remnant  of  his  days  as  a  Colt  model.  Be- 
low the  photos  was  the  caption  "Which  one  is  the 
real  Steve  Schulte?" 

The  city  will  hold  another  special  election  in 
November  to  replace  former  mayor  Valeric  Ter- 
rigno  who  was  sentenced  to  60  days  in  a  commu- 
nity treatment  facility  after  being  found  guilty  of 
embezzlement  of  $6,800  in  federal  funds.  Ter- 
rigno  was  re-elected,  but  resigned  her  seat  April 
30,  the  day  she  was  sentenced.  • 


The  issue  of  Gay  Times  pictured  above  has  been  refused  distribution  by  British  newsagents 
because  they  fear  the  cover  photo  might  run  afoul  of  laws  prohibiting '  'indecent  displays ' '  on  billboards 
and  magazine  covers.  Gay  Times 's  publishers  arranged  for  a  wrap-around  cover  to  hide  the  photograph 
and  protect  the  public 's  innocence. 


Article  sparks  arson 

Babilonia  editor's  home  burns  after  feature  on  fascism  published 


MILAN  —  Arsonists  set  fire  to  the  apartment  of 
Ivan  Teobaldelli,  editor  of  the  Italian  gay  month- 
ly Babilonia  April  26  and  there  is  speculation 
that  the  attack  was  a  response  to  a  series  in  the 
magazine  about  the  persecution  of  gay  people 
under  the  fascist  Mussolini  government. 

Ironically,  Babilonia  also  published  an  editor- 
ial claiming  that  50  years  after  fascism,  intimida- 
tion against  gay  people  was  no  longer  an  issue 
since  homosexuality  was  now  part  of  the  main- 
stream and  gay  visibility  had  been  achieved.  The 
arson  attempt  and  two  other  attacks  against  a 
Milan  gay  disco  La  Nuova  Idea  this  year  seem  to 
cast  doubt  on  the  editorial's  position. 

The  features  on  life  in  fascist  Italy  were  the  re- 
sult of  the  work  of  Giovanni  Dall'Orto  who  has 
sifted  through  more  then  20,000  documents  re- 
garding those  who  were  deported  to  isolated  is- 
lands between  1931  and  1939.  His  research  has 
turned  up  many  who  were  arrested  for  their  ho- 
mosexuality under  laws  "in  defence  of  the  race." 

The  focus  on  the  fascist  persecution  of  homo 
sexuals  has  come  at  a  time  when  the  powerful 
Italian  left  finally  seems  to  support  the  struggle 
for  gay  rights.  In  February,  (he  Congress  of  Ita- 


ly's largest  union  approved  a  motion  against  anti- 
gay  discrimination  in  the  workplace.  In  April,  the 
Italian  Communist  Party  adopted  a  resolution  of 
support  for  the  gay  liberation  movement. 

These  positions  have  produced  an  hysterical 
reaction  from  the  right  wing  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  daily  I'Avvenire sa\d  the  "gay  move- 
ment deserved  the  punishment  that  after  the 
flood  God  had  reserved  for  those  like  the  men  and 
women  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  who  had  de- 
manded the  right  to  choose  to  be  ga\ .' ' 

While  none  of  Italy's  militant  neo-fascist 
groups  have  claimed  responsibility  for  the  Babil- 
onia fire,  it  is  clear  that  the  rhetoric  o\  the  papers 
such  as  I'Avvenire  is  setting  the  stage  for  more  at- 
tacks against  the  gay  movement,  [van  Teobaldelli 
insists  he  is  not  frightened.  "With  the  solidaruv 
of  our  readers,  we  will  continue  to  fight  an\  at- 
tempts at  intimidation.  We  arc  certain  that  the 
history  of  liberty  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
our  journal."  • 
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Youth  focus  at  first 
Japanese  conference 


)  —  More  than  120  Japanese  participants 
-  overseas  representatives  from  Korea,  Chi- 
na  Macao.  Malaysia,  the  ISA.  Canada  and 
Denmark  attended  the  first  Asian  Gay  Confer- 
ence, held  here  April  W  to  May  5.  Ironically. 
1986  marks  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  ill 
ation  of  gay  sex  in  Japan.  The  move  was  pan  of 
an  attempt  to  "wipe  out  pre-modern  and  u 
lized  customs"  in  1886.  Japan's  tradition, 
tudes  Aere  relaxed  toward  sam 

The  conference  was  organized  b\  the  Japanese 
International  Gay  Association  Support  Group 
(JIGA),  founded  by  publisher  Teishiro  Miriam* 
Minami  attended  the  1985  IGA  conierence  in 
Toronto.  Bringing  together  individuals  from  ac- 
ross Japan  and  other  parti  of  Asia  was  a  huge 
breaktnrough  for  both  the  IGA  and  the  emerging 
Japanese  gay  movement. 

Coming  out  and  the  needs  of  gay  youth  were 
two  major  areas  of  discussion  at  the  gathering. 
'•Japanese  society  is  characterized  by  urong  fam- 
ily ties,"  explained  Garry  Joong,  representative 
of  Gay  Asians  Toronto  i  ,e  conference, 
someone  comes  out,  that  has  repercussions  not 
just  for  that  person  but  for  parents,  relatives  and 
friends  as  well.  Most  older  Japanese  gay  men  are 
therefore  gay  only  on  weekends  when  they  come 
down  to  the  bars  or  baths.  The  rest  of  the  time 
they  live  straight  lives  with  their  families." 

"This  has  an  impact  on  younger  gay  peopic," 
Joong  continued.  "They  have  no  role  models 
among  gay  adults  in  terms  of  living  open,  gay- 
positive  lives." 

Young  people  associated  with  the  JIGA  have 
attempted  to  deal  with  this  problem  bv  organiz- 
ing a  gay  youth  support  group,  OCCUR.  OCCL  R 


An  entertainer  at  the  fin!  II(,A  conference 

will  be  sending  representatives  to  the  Internation- 
al Gay  Youth  Congress  in  Oslo  this  summer. 
"The  Japanese  gay  movement  sees  that  its  hope 
lies  in  younger  gays,"  said  Joong. 

The  other  major  issue  discussed  at  the  confer- 
ence was  AIDS.  Although  Japan  has  a  very  low 
incidence  of  AIDS  there  is  considerable  media 
hysteria  surrounding  the  illness.  The  JIGA  has 
accused  the  Japanese  government  of  attempting 
to  divert  public  attention  from  the  main  source  of 
AIDS  in  Japan  —  blood  products  imported  from 


the  United  Sta.es  —  bv  making  scapegoats  of  gay 
people.  Although  the  first  person  to  be  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  in  lapan  wa-  i  hemophiliac,  the  Min- 
ion- of  Health  and  We  are  issued  a  statement 
October  24  1985  banring  blood  donations  from 
"high  nsk  group  nale  homosexuals." 

d  n  turning  public  at- 

tention oo  ga\  people  o  i  onceai  their  own  ne- 
glect of  dur  J  public  criticism 
against  itself  and  the  blood  industry,"  stated 
Minami  in  the  onference  report. '  What  is  going 
to  happen  i.sume  that  the  next  move 
would  be  Nation  of  gays  under  the 
name  .nice  and  protection."  The  JIGA 
has  met  with  ministry  officials  to  express  the 
groir 
Joong  said  he  considered  the  conference  a  suc- 

For  the  fii  '.-re  is  a  network  of  gay- 

organizations  across  Japan  "he  explained.  The 
Japan.  ■  ig  to  meet  on  a  yearly 

\.nd  the  next  Asian  conference  is  slated  for 

•  •  ill  be  a  real  challenge 

given  that  gav  ,e\  is  still  illegal  there.  I'm  verj  ex- 

tbou;  that  and  plan  to  attend.' '  • 

Georgia  bans  baths, 
cites  illegal  sex 

ATLANTA  —  Georgia  governor  Joe  Frank  Har- 
ris became  the  first  US  governor  to  sign  into  iaw 
legislation  effectively  banning  the  operation  of 
gay  bathhouses. 

The  Georgia  act,  which  became  effective  April 
9,  declares  that  bathhouses  are  "harmful  to  the 
public  health,  safety  and  welfare..."  The  act  ap- 
plies to  baths  or  other  public  accomodations  that 
aliow  "illegal  -.exual  activity"  —  in  Georgia  ei- 
ther oral  or  anal  sex  —  to  take  place. 

In  Los  Angeles,  'he  Department  of  Health  Ser- 
vices has  issued  notices  of  ,ompliance  to  six 
baths  requiring  them  to  enforce  regulations  ban- 
ning "high  risk  ^exual  activities"  The  city's  def- 
inition of  high  risk  goes  farbeyond  that  gener- 
ipproved  by  health  organizations  and  in- 
cludes "placing  of  the  penis  of  one  male  into  ;ne 
r  mouth  of  another  male,  whether  or  not  a 
condom  is  i 

heLosAng  >  law  each 

for  every  20 
patrons  to  observe  tht  ictivity  and  expel 

anvone  engaging  in  nign  risk  >ex 

'Let'  tcttl     vhal    go- 

:  id        ■  ■     I  whole  lol      : 
ience  or  medicine,'  said  Terry 
•  owner  of  the  H 
dowkhpo      dexpedie  lo  withho- 

mophobia  from  i  are  telling  their 

underlings  to  do  something  about  gav  ■  [| 
mophobia:nane\*  in 
'The  most  disturbing  aspect  of  the  bathhouse 
re     tnc      the  central 
"  UDS     aid  torn  Stoddard  executive  director 
.  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
(LLDEF)    Neither  U  DEF  nor  National 
■i  ates  the  other  national  '■ 
gh priority  jnfij 
bathhouse  closures  rhe  groups  feel  then  limited 
re  more  urgent1',  needed  to  fund  other 
•\!Dv related  battles.  • 


World  News  Credits 

World  news  was  compiled  by  Tim  McCaskdl  and  Gillian  Rodgerson  from  the 
following  source?  Gay  Community  Nem  (Boston),  Philadelphia  Gay  New 
(Philadelphia!  The  Advocate  (Lot  Angelesj.  Windy  City  Times  (Chicago),  Oai 
PiedfPam}.Babi/oniuiSi\\zm,  /.jv/i  Johannesburg).  The  New  York  Native  $ien 
York  City).  Coming  Up' {San  Francisco),  Rex  Wockner(Champaign-Urbana). 
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469  Church  Street 
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,416)961-8861 
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your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood 
Brandt  mal  2S  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


QU 


ALYTV 


\tf#&s 


We  have  fresh  top  qualil    beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal   poultry  and    ;sh. 

We're  friend i>  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


...Can  we 
talk? 


Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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Fear  and 
loathing  and 
the  search 
for  pleasure 

Anna  Marie  Smith  responds 
to  the  criticisms  of  the 
Blush  video  porn 


Congratulations!  You  were  completing  a  stun-  | 
ning  exit  at  a  local  Pervert  Lezzie  Event  when  it  J 
was  announced  that  you  had  won  the  door  prize 

—  no,  not  a  trip  for  three  to  the  metropolis  of 
your  choice  and  unlimited  spending  on  leather 
garments  and  accessories,  but  a  complete  visual 
fantasy  production  package:  a  healthy  $20,000 
budget;  10  willing,  able  and  very  sexy  models; 
your  choice  of  equipment  and  media  (photogra- 
phy/film/video/etchings),  complete  with  uncen- 
sored  development  and  printing;  talented  techni- 
cians; a  red-haired  script-writer;  and  a  produc- 
tion assistant  who  makes  deadlines  a  pleasurable 
experience. 

Finally,  what  you  and  the  girls  at  the  poolhall 
and  the  laundromat  have  been  talking  about  for 
months,  your  chance  to  do  lesbian  porn/smut/ 
erotica/sexv  visual  images.  The  big  question  re- 
mains, however:  now  what? 

Yet  again,  we  find  ourselves  fighting  to  be  sex- 
ual, fighting  to  create  pleasure.  We  have  found  the 
anti-porn  faction  of  the  feminist  movement 
somewhat  less  than  sisterly,  and  their  politics  less 
than  progressive.  As  Sue  Golding  puts  it,  the 
Women's  Sexual  Liberation  Movement  became 
the  Women's  Movement.  And  now,  we  might 
add,  it  has  become  the  Women's  Community. 
Sisterhood  became  less  than  Powerful,  at  times 
misleading  and,  when  it  comes  to  the  issue  of  sex 

—  of  whether  or  not  we  have  the  power  to  create 
pleasure  for  ourselves  on  our  own  terms  —  we 
find  that  Sisterhood  simply  Isn't. 

Our  resistance  to  this  anti-sex  line  has  itself 
been  creative,  despite  the  continuous  attempts  of 
these  women  to  derail  our  progress.  A  now  fa- 


Body  Politic  video  buffs,  Gillian  and  Anna 
Marie,  panic  when  a  guest  from  the  gov- 
ernment arrives  unexpectedly,  and  the 
hostesses  discover  that  not  only  are  they 
out  of  hors  d'oeuvres,  but  there's  some 
problem  with  the  evening's  entertainment. 


mous  Mutiny  has  been  going  on  since  the  late1 
1970s;  the  disenchanted  have  got  together  with 
the  outcasts  and  the  fortunate  uninvolved,  pro- 
ducing Samois,  the  Heresies  sex  issue.  Sapphis 
try,  Coming  to  Power,  the  Barnard  Conference 
Bad  Attitude,  On  Our  Backs,  Pat  Califia's  Tht 
Power  Exchange,  Chris  Bearchell  on  porn,  Sue 
Golding  on  perverts  and  indiscretion/transgres- 
sion, Joan  Nestle  on  butch/fern,  Gayle  Rubin  on 
talking  sex,  the  Lesbian  Sex  Mafia,  S/M  support 
groups,  coalitions  with  sex  trade  workers,  wom- 
en's sex-toy  shops  and  leather  craft,  an  orgy  area 
at  the  Holy  Lands  (the  Michigan  Womyn's  Music- 
Festival),  and  of  course  numerous  parties,  wom- 
en's nights  at  the  baths  and  strip  clubs,  and  most 
importantly,  lots  of  fun  sex. 

All  this  experience,  however,  is  often  forgotten 
when  we  come  to  the  visual  image.  As  far  as  sexu- 
al images  go,  we  are  still  hampered  by  the  taboos 
left  over  from  the  anti-porn  movement.  We've 
come  a  long  way  in  the  production  of  explicit 


written  materials,  but  vuih  visual  imager  « 
often  as  silent,  illiterate  and  inept  as  we  use 
with  various  sex  practises,  Talking  sex.  ivi 
sex  and  doing  sex,  from  the  monogamo 
room  to  the  anonymous  washroom  are  all 
the  range  of  our  even  da\  experience,  bui  n 
face  the  challenge  of  actually  doing 
productions. 

In  the  midst  of  this  resistance  and  crea 
two  women  from  Seattle,  Caerage  and 
seemed  to  have  noticed  the  lack  of  original 
images  in  this  sexual  renaissance;  they  fu(  • 
front  of  a  camera,  producing  the  Privatt 
sures  and  Shadows  video.  Consider  the  guts  il 
takes  to  do  this,  the  risks  of  rcductionistic  criti- 
cism,    condemnation,    ostracism;    of 
friends,  lovers  and  sex  partners. 

The  sex  debate  has  always  been  messy.  Pulling 
ourselves  on  the  line,  in  front  of  the  camera,  in 
front  of  sympathetic  and  unsympathetic  critics  is 
never  easy.  This  is,  afterall,  porn  that  defies  the 


gravity  of  orthodox  feminist  analysis:  acted, 
filmed,  written,  produced  and  sold  by  women. 
Porn,  not  erotica. 

Some  women,  of  course,  find  even  fantasies 
about  S/M,  voyeurism  and  raunchy  sex  problem- 
atic, and  dismiss  this  video  out  of  hand .  The  c  r 
cism  of  the  pro-sex  women  and  perverts,  who 
tend  to  go  beyond  the  reductionism  of  the  Wom- 
en Against  Violence  Against  Women  style  of  crit- 
icism in  that  they  actually  view  the  tapes  before 
commenting  on  them,  is  far  more  interesting.  Al- 
though these  tapes  have  many  shortcomings,  it  is, 
in  a  sense,  impressive  that  they  accomplish  as 
much  as  they  do  and  that  they  elicit  energetic  and 
and  valuable  discussion  at  the  screenings  I  have 
attended. 

Let's  take  some  of  the  pressure  off  the  women 
behind  these  tapes  and  recognize  the  history/'her- 
story/stuff-that's-happened  that  is  the  context  of 
their  production.  Pat  Califia  in  Sapphistry  made 
the  point,  startling  for  many,  that  the  best  lesbian 
intentions  do  not  necessarily  make  strong  lesbian 
orgasms;  we  need  to  break  down  taboos  and  and 
talk  sex;  and  of  course,  practice  makes  better  sex. 
Suzie  Bright,  On  Our  Backs'  "Sexpert,"  also 
cautions  excited  dildo  harness  buyers  not  to  for- 
get that  harnesses  do  not  perform  by  themselves 
—  it's  not  fantasies  alone,  but  a  little  experimen- 
tation and  a  sense  of  adventure  that  combine  with 
sweat  to  make  the  motion  work. 

These  challenges  of  breaking  taboos  are  not 
chores  to  be  bravely  shouldered  by  even  noble 
and  dedicated  Pervert  Dyke  —  if  we  continue  to 
turn  our  criticism  towards  a  positive  end.  we  can 
use  this  opportunity  to  nave  more  good  times  cre- 
ating, rather  than  taking  the  more  conventional 
route  of  listing  endless  criticisms « rthout  produc- 
ing alternatives.  In  facing  tne  challenge  of  creat- 
ing visual  images  of  st\.  we  are  dealing  with  our 
v  isual  illiteracy.  But  w  hat  does  becoming  \  isually 
literate  a  tail  —  lesbian  has  tours  to  the  Ml  ai  \ 
and  the  Guggenheim,  or  endless  recitations  of  the 
dates  of  Picasso's  "Blue  Period'"1  Video  work- 
shops at  the  Hol>  Lands?  A  kodak-disk  m  every 
\  and  a  Polaroid  under  every  niton ' 

This  is  not  a  "don  i  knock  it  'til  you've  tried 
it"  line.  Put  it  would  help  il  we  adopted  a  "Jon'1 
knock  il  'til  you've  imagined  it"  approach  I  ha; 
is.  we  should  all  try  to  out  ourselves  in  the  posit 
of  the  models,  the  camera  the  directors,  the  edb 
ors  and,  of  course,  the  demanding  audience,  and 
be  realty  mouth)  and  specific  about  what  we  want. 
We  would  be  talking  sex  some  more,  talking  -exual 
imago,  that  is,  and  breaking  down  notions  of  I  x- 

pert  Critics,  expert  filmmakers/photographers/ 
continued  on  page  26 
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continued  from  page  25 

artists  and  the  Silent  Passive  Audience. 

What,  some  feminists  ask,  has  all  this  got  to  do 
with  the  Important  Issues:  violence  against  wom- 
en, race  and  class.  And  how,  therefore,  is  it  a  valid 
experience?  Again,  we  have  to  remember  that  our 
Mutiny  began  for  good  reasons,  not  because  the 
anti-porn  feminists  and  the  pro-sex  lesbians  were 
having  divisive  and  unsisterly  petty'  differences  in 
some  sort  of  juvenile  sand-box  side-show  to  the 
Important  Issues.  These  differences  are  not  mi- 
nor. Yet  we  find  femimst  critics  like  Marianna 
Valverde  (see  Sex,  Power  and  Pleasure  by  Val- 
verde  reviewed  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  TBP)  at- 
tempting to  erase  recent  memory  by  smoothing 
over  the  sex  debate,  shaping  discourse  to  exclude 
the  perverts,  neatly  setting  out  cleansed  opposing 
camps  and  providing  obvious  rather  vague  solu- 
tions to  the  problem  of  these  differences  for  the 
Mature  Lesbian  Feminist.  However,  their  at- 
tempts would,  if  successful,  wipe  away  the  Les- 

We  are  discovering 

that  there  is  no 

single  style,  no 

monolithic  Lesbian 

Erotica  that  is  the  only 

legitimate  frame  for 

all  our  fantasies 

sons  we  have  learned  with  the  dirt  that  constitutes 
political  history. 

We  have  learned  through  the  Mutiny  that  not 
only  is  a  "sexual  revolution"  without  pleasure 
and  not  much  fun  for  the  cadres,  it's  probablv 
not  much  of  a  revolution  either.  And  we  have 
learned  that  there's  nothing  wrong  with  borrow- 
ing from  the  gay  boys  and  perverts,  straight  or 
otherwise,  vvuen  it  comes  to  sex,  toys  and  porn. 
In  Cindy  Pattern's  words,  we  aren't  lacking  imag- 
ination, we  iust  know  a  good  thing  when  we  see  it. 
More  importantly,  when  it  comes  to  sex,  toys  and 
pom  we  are  not  just  borrowing  from  "others" 
since  dyke  perverts  have  always  been  a  part  of  their 
creation  —  we  lack  neither  imagination  nor 
memory. 

We  have  also  learned  that  there  is  no  one  Les- 
bian Sexuality,  that  really  there  are  lezzie  sexuali- 
ties  comprising  a  whole  set  ol  practices  ol  which 
none  is  crowned  the  "Most  Lesbian  thing  to  do  ' 
and  none  is  rejected  as  "Lin-Lesbian."  We  are 

.  raring  that  there  is  no  single  style,  no  mono- 
lithic Usbian  1-rotica  that  is  the  only  legitimate 
frame  for  all  our  fantasies,  excluding  those  which 
don't  quite  tit  that  style.  There  is  a  whole  range  of 
producing  alternative  sexual  images  or 
pervert  porn.  Documentary  with  a  stationary 
camera,  self-portraiture,  highly-edited  and  pro- 
duced multi-camera  work  in  full  colour,  home 
movies,  pseudo  sci-fi,  experimental  art  forms, 
underground  low  budget  hard-core,  feature 
films,  sit-com  satire  or  gay  male  video  are  just  a 
few  styles  I've  seen  successfully  used,  and  I'm 
sure  that  many  remain  to  be  invented  or  modified 
for  our  use. 

Other  choices  are  made  in  doing  porn  as  well, 
such  as  how  to  incorporate  evidence  of  affection 
and  familiarity  between  the  models  during  the 
sex,  and  how  to  convev  the  prevalence  of  consent 
without  being  didactic.  Alternatively,  the  repre- 
sentation of  totally  anonymous  sex  where  affec- 
tion is  not  an  issue,  and  consent  is  either  ambigu- 
ous or  non-existent,  is  an  equally  legitimate 
choice  in  terms  of  both  ethics  and  the  basic  goal, 


to  turn  ourselves  on.  These  are  visual  fantasies, 
after  all,  and  the  issue  of  consent  belongs  in  the 
real  world  of  the  models  in  front  of  the  camera, 
not  necessarily  in  the  fantasy  world  of  the  image 
itself.  The  real  question  comes  down  to  the  extent 
of  direction  and  staging  —  should  the  camera  be 
"planted"  in  a  corner,  with  two  or  more  women 
entering  the  studio  and  "spontaneously"  fuck- 
ing in  one  long  uninterrupted  sequence,  no  track- 
ing, zoom,  no  cutting  away  or  edits?  This  is  not, 
however,  a  question  of  ethics  or  finding  a  "'Most 
Lesbian  way  to  go  about  it  all." 

Having  been  both  in  front  of  and  behind  a 
camera  shooting  porn,  I  prefer  to  acknowledge 
the  power  of  the  camera  in  creating  sexual  im- 
ages. A  group  of  women  may  have  a  really  spon- 
taneous and  hot  fucK  in  front  of  a  camera,  yet  the 
image  of  this  experience  may  not  capture  the  sex- 
ual tension,  in  spite  of  the  explicit  content.  Even  if 
the  viewer  is  generally  into  the  sex  practices  depict- 
ed in  the  image,  the  translation  of  the  image  as  it 
passes  from  the  language  of  actual  sex  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  camera  may  blunt  the  sexual  message. 
I  prefer  to  work  with  a  script,  and  with  some  atten- 
tion to  composition,  editing  and  lighting  before 
the  actual  shooting.  At  the  same  time,  staged  or 
simulated  sex,  for  all  the  attention  to  composition 
that  total  direction  affords,  tends  to  look  less  con- 
vincing in  the  final  image.  Visually  speaking,  the 
best  sweat,  erect  nipples  and  orgasms  are  usually 
actual  sweat,  erect  nipples  and  orgasms  occurring 
during  actual  sex.  Besides,  having  actual  sex  in 
front  of  a  camera  instead  of  staged  sex  is  a  looser 
experience  and  a  lot  more  fun. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  problems,  beyond 
the  technical  and  financial,  that  porn  producers 
have  to  deal  with.  Like  the  producers,  the  viewers 
have  to  work  at  creating  pleasure  through  visual 
images,  and  we  need  to  continue  our  practice. 
We've  been  quite  successful  in  the  generation  of 
written  and  physical  vocabularies  in  terms  of 
written  fantasies  and  physical  sex  experiences;  we 
are  now  turning  to  t.'ie  development  of  a  visual  vo- 
cabulary. Perhaps  physical  sex  is  more  private 
and  written  sex  is  less  immediate  and  threatening 
than  visual  sex:  perhaps  as  women  we've  been 
'ooked  at  more  than  we've  looked  back.  In  any 
event,  we  are  certainly  more  than  equal  to  the 
age.  Porn  is  only  one  of  the  many  sex  toys 
we  have.  Like  the  dildo  harness  these  images  will 
not  perform  bv  themselves:  we  have  to  put  down 
the  popcorn  and  the  video  remote-control  and 
get  involved. 

We  have  for  years  earnestly  collected  cartons  of 
iabia-flower  colouring  books,  coming  out  sex 
novels,  Georgia  0'  Keefe  posters  and  the  sanitized 
funk  ot  "wimmin's"  records  as  Important  Arti- 
facts —  I'm  sure  that  we've  got  room  for  a  few  vi- 
sual sex  toys:  VCR  tapes,  magazines,  postcards 
anu  prints.  Besides  the  terrific  lezzie  smut  by 
women,  like  On  Our  Backs  and  Bad  Attitude., 
there  are  many  other  sources  of  interesting  visual 
images  including  gay  male  magazines  and  videos, 
straight  porn  and  alternative  art  productions.  As 
to  the  survival  of  women-only  productions,  we  are 
hardly  resourceless  and  powerless.  If  we  channel 
the  power  of  our  pleasure-seeking  behind  lesbian 
smut  or  pervert  porn,  we  can  easily  place  the 
"we-can't-possibly-do-that-in-a-patriarchy"  argu- 
ment in  a  more  accurate  perspective. 

Visual  productions  by  dykes,  like  Blush  Pro- 
ductions' Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows  espe- 
cially need  our  scuzzy  and  sleazy  response,  our 
participation  in  being  an  imaginative,  mouthy 
and  rowdy  audience  talking  visual  sex. 

And  now  it's  time  to  collect  our  doorprize  — 
our  lovely  and  experienced  production  assistant 
is  ready  for  action.* 


Looking  at  video  porn 
through  expectant  eyes 

Robyn  Lake  watches  the  lezzie  smut  videos 

and  they  leave  her  cold  (and  dry)  but  warming  up 

to  the  possibilities 


It  was  Thursday  night  at  the  movies.  Canada 
Customs  had  been  playing  Big  Brother  again  and 
had  decided,  for  our  own  good,  that  we  should  see 
only  two  lesbian  sex  videos  tonight.  Bondage 
before  bedtime  is  clearly  not  the  stuff  that  dreams 
should  be  made  of. 

But  ten  or  so  of  us  good  dykes  and  fags  sprawl- 
ed in  a  friend's  living  room  to  screen  the  tapes:  two 
ten-minute  shorts  from  Ord  Productions,  and  — 
in  spite  of  Canada  Customs  —  a  copy  of  the  ban- 
ned video,  brought  our  way  by  Blush  Productions 
and  some  homespun  ingenuity.  All  were  US  issue. 
The  subject:  that  doubly-indicted  variation  of 
human  sexual  behaviour  to  which  lesbians  ascribe. 
Good,  I  thought  in  my  pre-screening  fighting  mood 
—  bloody  well  about  time.  Earlier,  I'd  been  swill- 
ing about  the  standard  politically-correct  lines,  in- 
dignant that  Canada  Customs  should  impede  any 
of  our  voyeuristic  tendencies,  and  that  the  Criminal 
Code  should  add  insult  to  audacity  and  pronounce 
what  I  do  with  my  lover '  'obscene' '  (and  a  criminal 
offence,  if  anyone's  watching).  At  our  last  collec- 
tive meeting,  The  Body  Politic  agreed  to  mount  an 
offensive  against  both  the  Canada  Customs' 
blockade  of  lesbian  and  gay  pornography  (see  TBP, 
June  1986),  and  the  obscenity  provisions  of  the 
Criminal  Code;  and  it  seemed  our  opening  dance 
in  the  bull  ring  would  come  down  to  the  videos  we 
were  about  to  see. 

L'Ingenue  began  the  evening,  followed  by  Fun 
With  a  Sausage  (honest).  It  was  immediately  ap- 
parent why  Customs  had  no  argument  with  either 
of  these  shorts:  they  clearly  owed  both  their,  uh, 
style  and  format  to  the  home  movie  genre,  and  of- 
fered an  in-joke  depiction  of  the  Lesbian  (And 


The  makers  of  video 
porn  have  not 
been  informed  of  their 
value  as  our  sexual 
mentors,  for  with 
rare  exceptions, 
they  strike  me  as  a 
rather  dull  lot. 


Sometimes  Feminist)  Scene.  Neither  of  them 
pretends  to  portray  realistic,  let  alone  explicit,  sex. 

L'Ingenue  documents  a  young  dyke's  first  trip  to 
A  Real  Bar,  in  which  her  encounters  with  all  the  an- 
ticipated stereotypes  are  climaxed  by  the  visit  of  Jan 
"cruise-of-death"  Bambino.  Fun  With  a  Sausage 
shows  you  the  kind  of  trouble  a  dyke  can  get  into 
when  she  fools  around  with  a  moustache  and  a 
sausage.  Three  guesses  which  one  goes  where.... 
FWS  features  more  improbable  plot  twists  than  a 
Carry  On  movie,  more  dykes  per  cubic  foot  than 
The  Cameo,  and  more  ways  of  serving  salami  than 
they'll  ever  tell  you  at  the  deli. 

Not  so  the  two  fantasies  on  the  feature  tape  from 
Susie  Bright's  Blush  Productions.  There's  nary  a 


sausage  in  sight;  these  babes  are  serious.  Private 
Pleasures  gives  you  "30  minutes"  (countthem;  I 
did) '  'of  heart-stopping  action' '  and  a  video-within- 
a-video,  watched  and  masturbated  to  by  a  pretty 
Asian  woman  who  seems,  by  far,  to  be  getting  the 
most  for  her  money.  Shadows  is  about  S/M:  the 
kind  of  sex  for  which  you  hang  leatherbound  from 
the  ceiling,  working  up  a  whipburn  while  your 
similarly-clad  lover/master  alternately  flagellates 
and  caresses  you.  Caerage  and  Terri  are,  so  Susie 
Bright  would  have  you  know,  a  couple  offscreen; 
onscreen,  they  trade  back  and  forth  the  roles  of  ag- 
gressive and  submissive,  and  when  the  whips  are 
down  they  get  into  their  bag  of  toys  and  even  play 
horsey  for  your  enjoyment.  In  Private  Pleasures 
they're  just  warming  up;  it's  a  half-hour  of  well- 
timed  tongue  action,  slurpy  noises  and  lip-biting 
moans.  Lots  of  glistening  shades  of  wet  pink,  the 
whipped-cream-on-the-nipples-number,  ins  and 
outs,  toys  and  no  toys,  and  finally  a  fist  fuck  that's 
good  for  a  whole  day. 
Funny,  I  didn't  care  much  for  either  of  them. 
• 

But  1  find  myself  wedged  between  a  rock  and  a 
hard  place.  While  I  might  object  to  what  I  perceive 
as  Blush  Productions'  lack  of  vision,  imagination 
and  sensitivity  in  portraying  my  sexuality,  I  have 
to  support  their  right  to  make  videos  that  explore 
lesbian  sex  —  however  outrageous,  mechanical,  or 
in  this  case,  boring  I  find  those  explorations  to  be. 
The  issue  of  sexual  representation  has  never  been 
simple,  and  there  is  no  position  that  doesn't  come 
prepackaged  with  a  dozen  conflicting  and  offending 
implications.  But  for  now,  iet's  dispense  with  the 
stacked  argument.  Lesbian  sexual  imagery  is 
distinctly  separate  from  the  debates  over 
mainstream  (hetero  and  male-dominated)  porn;  it 
is  a  subtext  to  the  larger  question  of  the  viability  and 
visibility  of  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality.  And  the 
mechanisms  of  censorship,  both  official  and  unof- 
ficial, have  not  been  kind:  they  have  driven  us  in- 
wards to  ghettos  of  our  own  making,  and  there 
we've  taken  the  liberty  of  being  what  we  are,  of  lov- 
ing and  fucking  who  we  will.  When  we  put  forward 
representations  of  our  lifestyle  or  sexuality,  calling 
them  art  or  porn  or  erotica,  we  do  so  from  that  self- 
created  ghetto  which  affords  us  both  the  best  view 
of  our  subject  and  a  space  of  our  own  in  which  we 
can  act  and  work. 

The  videos  we  saw  that  night  came  from  such  a 
space.  They  are  simply  one  of  many  statements 
about  lesbian  sexual  preferences  and  activities;  they 
aren't  out  to  proselytize  or  economically  exploit; 
they  are  intended  for  viewing  by  other  lesbians.  But 
I'm  not  sure  how  much  of  a  turn  on  they  offer  their 
intended  audience. 

So  what's  all  the  fuss?  The  images  certainly  are 
'  'graphic' ',  if  that  means  explicit  about  sexual  acts 
(and  therefore  worthy  of  the  disfavour  of  both 
Customs  and  censorious  laws).  As  for  the  "porno' ' 
half  of  the  equation,  I'm  in  doubt.  Richard  Dyer, 
in  his  article  "Coming  to  Terms"  (JumpCutttiO, 
1986),  paraphrases  a  dictionary  definition  of  porn 
as  that  which  aims  to  arouse  or  stimulate  the  viewer 
in  a  sexual  way.  Well.  These  videos  flunked  the  wet 
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panty  test,  dears.  They  left  me  high  and  dry, 
unscathed  by  sapphic  speculation  and/or  desire, 
and  undeniably  cold.  It  quickly  became  clear  to  me 
why  each  fantasy  was  30  minutes  long  —  it  seem- 
ed to  take  29  minutes  just  for  the  performers  to  feel 
anything.  This  was  sex  as  I've  never  experienced  it: 
under  a  glare  of  lights  that  would  make  you  swear 
your  innocence;  accompanied  in  one  fantasy  by  a 
synthesized  Evinrude,  and  in  the  other  by  some 
doleful  Prokofiev;  and  all  with  a  steady  rhythm 
more  evocative  of  a  day  on  an  oil  rig  than  of  a  hot 
encounter  on  a  white  shaggy  carpet. 

Clearly,  I'm  in  no  way  suggesting  that  these 
videos  should  be  above  criticism  by  anyone,  for  I 
found  them  limited  in  scope  as  well  as  technically 
handicapped.  But  that's  not  what  offends  Canada 


These  videos  simply 

don't  excite;  and  I 

suspect  their  failure 

.  to  do  so  can  be 

measured  in  inverse 

proportion  to  their 

explicitness 


Customs  or  the  Criminal  Code:  it's  our  sexuality 
that's  being  panned  by  the  censors  —  and  never 
mind  if  that  sexuality  is  portrayed  in  the  aesthetical- 
ly evocative  terms  of  a  Chantal  Ackerman  'art'  film, 
or  in  the  fully  explicit,  but  essentially  non-narrative, 
explication  offfered  by  Blush  Productions.  Anyone 
who  listens  to  their  parents,  the  Ontario  Censor 
Board,  or  the  assorted  rabid  minds  of  the  moral 
majority  knows  in  their  heart  that  sex  is  bad.  And 
homosex  is,  well. ..why  do  you  think  they  call  it 
Blush  Productions? 

It  is  just  this  indiscriminate  castigation  of  mat- 
ters (homo-)  sexual  that  makes  pornography 
logical  if  not  necessary.  Deny  any  facet  of  human 
instinctual  behaviour,  and  immediately  it  assumes 
an  importance  and  a  necessity  for  expression  that 
far  exceeds  its  former  significance.  Gay  video  porn, 
then,  would  seem  a  double  necessity;  and  to  quote 
Richard  Dyer,  is '  'a  form  of  representation  that  can 
be  (my  emphasis)  the  site  and  occasion  for  the  pro- 
duction of  bodily  knowledge  of  the  body." 

This  sounds  important;  and  according  to  Dyer, 
it  is  far  too  important  a  task  to  be  left  to  commer- 
cial pornographers. 

It  seems  that  the  makers  of  video  porn  have  not 
been  informed  of  their  enormous  value  as  our  sex- 
ual mentors,  for  with  rare  exception,  they  strike  me 
as  a  rather  dull  lot.  They  seem  consistently 
hamstrung  by  a  limited  perception  of  their  subject: 
for  girls  it's  "Barbie  meets  Barbie;  how  do  you  like 
me  so  far?  Now  I  will  fuck  you";  for  boys,  "Hairy 
and  well-hung  spies  Full-pair-of-pants;  here  1 
come;  bend  over;  ooh;  here  I  come!"  Can  this  all 
really  be  excused  as  some  knee-jerk  reaction  to 
repression?  Or  is  it  honestly  supposed  to  turn  me 
on,  hairy  and  well-hung  quite  beside  the  point? 
Erotic  images  are  a  proven  thrill,  and  I  can  easily 
spend  more  minutes  than  30  devoted  to  the 
pleasures  induced  by  one  good  picture/ 
movie/book/fantasy.  But  all  Shadows  and 
Private  Pleasures  induced  in  me  was  a  bone- 
numbing  tedium  and  that  sort  of  sickening  realiza- 
tion of  "Oh  oh"  one  gets  from  consuming  twenty- 
nine  Twinkies.  These  videos  simply  don't  excite; 
and  I  suspect  their  failure  to  do  so  can  be  measured 
in  inverse  proportion  to  their  explicitness. 

continued  on  page  29 


From  sausages  to  slings 

Four  tapes  from  Blush  Productions  offer 
lesbians  a  new  sex  toy — the  VCR 


Fun  With  A  Sausage,  V Ingenue,  Private  Pleasures 
and  Shadows.  Blush  Productions,  Box  42196,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94142.  $34.95  (US)  each,  plus  post- 
age and  handling,  or  all  four  videos  for  $70. 

Gillian  Rodgerson  • 

Any  review  of  lesbian  sex  material  must  be- 
gin with  congratulations  to  the  partici- 
pants for  putting  their  asses  on  the  line  to  make 
porn.  Blush  Productions  is  an  affiliate  of  San 
Francisco-based  On  Our  Backs  magazine,  which 
has  been  publishing  sexually  explicit  photos  and 
stories  by  lesbians  for  the  last  two  years.  Not  all 
four  of  the  scenarios  on  these  tapes  are  meant  to  be 
turn-on  material.  Two  of  them  depict  sex,  while 
the  other  two  are  examinations  of  some  of  our  sex- 
ual foibles,  but  all  add  something  to  the  new  and 
growing  collection  of  dyke  sexual  imagery. 

Fun  With  A  Sausage  and  L'Ingenue  are  both 
by  Ingrid  Wilhite,  a  filmmaker  with  a  great  sense 
of  humour  who  isn't  afraid  to  appear  in  her  work 
as  the  butt  of  her  own  jokes.  Sausage  is  a  silent 
look  at  gender  fuck  and  at  the  late  70s  lesbian 
"culture"  that  gave  rise  to  the  stereotypes  so 
many  of  us  would  like  to  live  down  today. 

The  heroine  wakes  up  and  goes  through  a  typi- 
cal morning  routine:  stretch,  scratch,  shower, 
brush  teeth,  paste  on  fake  moustache,  put  on  but- 
ton-fly 501s,  go  downstairs  to  the  kitchen,  get  a 
sausage  out  of  the  fridge,  put  it. . . .  She  goes  cruis- 
ing on  Castro  Street  and  is  spied  by  an  unassum- 
ing faggot.  The  star  of  this  one  makes  a  great 
looking  man  and  I  can't  blame  the  guy  for  com- 
ing on  to  her;  she  might  have  fooled  me  too. 
Somehow,  he/she  ends  up  at  the  Left-handed 
Lithuanian  Lesbian  Collective's  Sunday  brunch, 
which  had  the  group  with  whom  I  watched  the 
film  in  hysterics  (although  I  wish  the  sight  of  two 
women  almost  coming  to  blows  over  Coming  To 
Power  wasn't  quite  so  familiar).  It  also  includes  a 
great  cameo  appearance  by  Wilhite,  explaining 
the  female  reproductive  system  with  the  aid  of  a 
disposable  speculum. 


Canada  Customs  has  decreed  that  this  one  is 
allowed  into  the  country,  so  I  won't  give  away  the 
ending.  You'll  have  to  order  it  for  yourself.  It 
should  appeal  to  the  romantic  hidden  away  in  all, 
well  most,  of  us. 

L'Ingenue  stars  Wilhite  herself  as  a  young  dyke 
who  "just  knows  everyone  can  tell"  she's  from 
Boise,  Idaho.  Her  roommate,  Todd,  points  out 
that  that  might  be  explained  by  the  cow  on  her 
sweatshirt.  He's  busy  looking  at  straight  porn  be- 
cause he  just  doesn't  want  to  believe  all  the  things 
he  read  about  heterosexuals  in  the  newspapers.  A- 
question  about  the  realism  of  an  ersatz  lesbian 
sex  spread  in  the  magazine  elicits  the  embarras- 
sed confession  from  Ingrid  that  she's  never  ac- 
tually had  sex  with  a  woman.  Her  subsequent  af- 
ternoon trip  to  a  lesbian  bar  brought  back  mem- 
ories of  my  first  time  in  Together  (a  Toronto  lesbi- 
an bar),  although  you  can  tell  this  is  San  Francis- 
co because  there  are  more  than  two  women  in  the 
place  —  and  the  sun  is  still  shining  outside. 

The  ingenue  encounters  Jan  "Cruise  of  Death' ' 
Bambino,  played  by  an  actress  with  one  of  the 
greatest  leers  since  Theda  Bara,  whom  she  slight- 
ly resembles.  Ingrid  is  dragged  from  her  barstool 
into  a  rather  well-lit  alley  where  she  discovers  that 
Chiclets  and  cunnilingus  just  don't  mix.  Gum  se- 
curely stowed  behind  her  ear,  she's  finally  ready 
for  action.  There's  not  a  lot  of  dialogue  at  this 
point  and  it's  probably  just  as  well;  the  facial  ex- 
pressions tell  all.  Wilhite  included  candid  out- 
takes  at  the  end  of  the  piece,  in  place  of  credits, 
adding  to  the  fun. 

This  work  was  also  allowed  into  Canada  with- 
out any  fuss,  although  you  have  to  pay  duty  on  it, 
of  course.  It's  worth  the  price.  Production  is  pro- 
fessional and  the  scenario  flows  smoothly.  The 
colour  and  sound  are  good  quality  and  it's  worth 
watching  more  than  once  —  always  something  to 
consider  when  you're  buying  rather  than  renting. 

Private  Pleasures  and  Shadows  are  prohibit- 
ed at  present.  The  nice  grown-ups  at  Canada 
Customs  have  decided  that  they're  too  naughty 
for  us  to  see.  I'd  say,  in  places,  they're  not  naugh- 


Caerage  and  Terri  in  Shadows:  Too  naughty  for  Customs,  not  quite  naughty  enough  for  us. 


ty  enough,  but  then,  Customs  isn't  interested  in 
what  you  or  I  think. 

Both  scenarios  —  available  separately  or  on  a 
single  tape  —  feature  Caerage  and  Terri,  two 
good-looking  women  from  Seattle.  The  first  tape 
uses  an  interesting  video-within-a-video  tech- 
nique. A  woman  comes  home  to  her  apartment, 
flips  on  her  VCR  and  settles  back  to  watch  the 
tape  and  jerk  off.  She  gets  distracted  after  awhile, 
but  the  viewer  still  gets  to  see  the  tape  she's  watch- 
ing. On  her  TV  screen,  Caerage  and  Terri  get  it  on 
in  a  penthouse  with  all  the  classic  elements  of  de- 
cor: shag  rug;  Levelour  blinds  for  that  Miami 
Vice  effect;  champagne;  whipped  cream;  and  a 
gold-tipped  dildo.  I  have  a  couple  of  objections  to 
this  tape  and  I'll  get  them  out  of  the  way  first.  The 
sound  track  —  a  siren-like  synthesizer  that  runs 
all  the  way  through  —  added  tension  to  the  scene, 
and  it  wasn't  the  erotic  kind.  One  of  the  things 
that  worked  particularly  well  in  the  film  Desert 
Hearts  was  the  lack  of  a  music  track  in  the  back- 
ground of  the  sex  scene.  All  the  audience  heard 
were  the  sounds  of  sex  —  slurping  and  sucking.  I 
think  that  such  a  sound  track  would  have  added  a 
lot  to  this  tape. 

I  would  also  have  liked  to  see  more  of  Terri's 
face  while  she  was  fucking  Caerage.  Instead,  the 
camera  stayed  at  her  back,  making  Caerage  the 
focus  of  the  whole  film.  I'm  not  objecting  to  the 
one-sidedness  of  the  sex;  sex  doesn't  have  to  be 
reciprocal  to  be  good.  But,  it  would  have  been 
more  of  a  turn-on  to  see  Terri's  expressions  and 
to  see  the  action  from  a  variety  of  angles.  Part  of 
the  voyeuristic  enjoyment  of  porn  is  derived  from 
being  able  to  see  sex  from  the  vantage  point  of 
more  than  one  participant. 

I  have  to  commend  the  two  performers,  for 
other  than  those  problems,  they  do  what  they  do 
very  well.  I  know  how  hard  it  is  to  have  sex  in  front 
of  a  still  camera  without  feeling  a  little  self-con- 
scious and  I  can  imagine  that  it's  even  more  diffi- 
cult with  video  or  film  in  which  you  must  consid- 
er such  things  as  how  the  activity  looks  from  a  va- 
riety of  angles.  Mariko,  as  the  voyeur,  is  also  hot 
to  watch.  The  camera  cuts  back  and  forth  be- 
tween her  and  the  two  on  the  VCR,  adding  variety 
that  would  otherwise  be  missed.  The  editing 
seemed  smooth,  with  no  distracting  problems  of 
continuity. 

Shadows  works  less  well.  Perhaps  the  film- 
makers should  have  produced  more  work  before 
attempting  to  shoot  an  S/M  scene.  Caerage  and 
Terri  directed  themselves  in  this  one  and  they  just 
don't  seem  comfortable  with  the  dungeon,  the 
costumes  or  the  toys.  Their  nerves  show,  which  is 
understandable  enough,  but  which  doesn't  add 
to  the  fantasy;  and  I  found  some  of  the  dialogue 
distracting.  They  make  sure  to  bow  to  even'  ethic 
in  the  book,  with  Caerage  as  the  top  constantly 
seeking  Terri's  consent  and  explaining  what  she  is 
about  to  do  next.  This  can  be  sexy,  but  it  has  to  be 
done  well  —  in  places,  it  sounded  more  like  she 
was  giving  a  cosmetics  demonstration.  The  whip- 
ping was  lackadaisical  and,  unfortunately,  a 
scene  in  which  Mistress  Caerage  plays  horse  with 
Terri  was  just  silly.  When  they  get  around  to  using 
the  strap-on  dildo,  they  finally  seem  more  at  ease, 
but  by  this  time  they've  got  a  long  way  to  go  to  re- 
capture viewer  interest.  They  almost  pull  it  off, 
but  not  quite.  The  tension  of  a  good  scene  is  miss- 
ing from  this  video;  perhaps  it  would  have  worked 
better  with  less  paraphernalia  and  more  thought. 

Blush  promises  a  new  video  in  the  fall  and  I'm 
eagerly  waiting  to  see  their  next  offering.  Lesbian 
video  porn  is  off  to  a  good  start  with  these  daring 
efforts  —  it  can  only  get  better.  If  we  could  just  get 
Canada  Customs  to  agree. ...» 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JULY  1986  •  27 


/4     ^(-T    Vor^m^-t 


/?W  M^re  SwwR   <?£/&, 


28  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JULY  1986 


continued  from  page  27 

Arthur  Koestler,  in  The  Act  of  Creation,  talks 
about  the  explicit  and  implicit  techniques  an  artist 
employs  to  best  achieve  his  intentions.  He  claims 
the  only  effective  way  to  communicate  an  ex- 
perience is  to  tease  the  beholder  into  thinking  he  in 
part  creates  the  work  he  sees.  The  first  thing  to  go 
is  explicitness  —  it's  far  too  easy,  arid  leaves  no 
room  for  that  all-important  act  of  creative 
transference.  It  seems  that  the  human  mind/body 
is  only  too  eager  to  make  its  own  sense  out  of  im- 
plication, innuendo  and  informed  understatement, 
which  is  why  a  still  photograph  often  inspires  more 
erotic  conjecture  than  a  moving  sequence.  And  it's 
compelling,  this  activity  of  filling  in  the  blanks  of 
delicious  ambiguity  with  one's  own  imagination. 
It  renders  any  experience  memorable,  whether 
it's  one  of  motorcycle  maintenance  or  sexual 
voyeurism. 

And  that's  why  Blush  Productions'  video  had 
tittle  to  offer  me.  The  action  was  all  there  in  a 
relentless  attention  to  detail  that  bordered  on  the 
clinical .  My  imagination  had  nothing  to  contribute, 
and  my  hormones  went  home  early.  There  was  no 
subtext  and  very  little  context.  I  could  not  relate  to 
these  performers,  because  while  they  showed  me 
their  bodies  and  their  toys,  they  concealed  their 
emotions  —  most  noticeably  from  each  other.  This 

Ambiguity  renders 
any  experience 
memorable,  whether 
it's  one  of  motorcycle 
maintenance  or 
sexual  voyeurism. 

was  no  positive  sexuality:  this  was  back  to  the 
closet,  the  she-animal  as  fuck-machine,  the  job  of 
sex.  No  shouts  or  whispers  or  cries  or  laughter, 
nothing  to  celebrate,  little  sense  of  the  sexual  en- 
counter in  the  context  of  a  life;  which  is,  like  it  or 
not,  the  playing  field  of  our  sexuality.  There  was 
nothing  here  I  hadn't  done  or  considered  doing; 
but  there  was  nothing  in  these  fantasies  to  make  me 
want  to. 

So  here  I  am  defending  a  tape  which  I  find  offen- 
sive on  aesthetic,  and  therefore  on  personal  and 
political,  grounds.  While  I  recognize  the  danger  of 
my  disfavour  aligning  me  with  proponents  of  the 
Customs  and  obscenity  laws,  I  am  nonetheless 
compelled  to  challenge  any  media  representation 
of  my  sexuality  that  doesn't  do  it  full  justice.  It's 
taken  us  long  enough  to  get  out  of  the  closet; 
representations  of  lesbian  sexuality  that  rely  on 
stifling  hetero  formulas  of  (male)  power  and 
privilege  will  ultimately  give  us  nothing  but  a  ticket 
back  in.  Our  sex  is  much,  much  richer  than  this; 
the  filmic  possibilities,  as  so  handily  demonstrated 
by  Ackerman,  Dietch,  Sayles,  von  Trotta  and 
Cavani  are  deliciously  endless. 

Yet  the  fact  remains  that  Canada  Customs  and 
the  obscenity  laws  have  to  be  challenged.  If  lesbian 
pom/erotica  is  ever  going  to  get  the  chance  to  satisfy 
its  audience  —  and  it  can  only  do  that  if  its  makers 
are  creative,  intelligent  and  fearless  enough  to 
realise  what  makes  our  sexuality  a  rich,  full  ex- 
perience quite  unto  itself  —  it  will  only  happen  in 
an  atmosphere  that  does  not  conflate  our  sexual  ex- 
pression with  some  malicious,  confused  and  ill- 
informed  variation  on  "perversity."  It's  got  to  be 
a  fight  on  many  grounds:  one  of  them  must  surely 
be  the  front-line  political;  and  another,  equally  im- 
portant, is  the  development  of  an  erotic  genre  that 
gives  us  back  something  of  the  fine  and  exciting 
possibilities  of  our  sexuality.  • 

Despite  Customs,  Canadian  women  have  been  success- 
ful in  receiving  tapes.  Don 't  let  the  law  prevent  you  from 
trying. 


CINEMA 


Bill  Sherwood:  through  the  lens  of  truth 

The  director  of  Parting  Glances  has  made  a  film  that  portrays  gay  people  living  their 

lives  with  no  apologies,  no  explanations. 


Those  who  keep  their  eyes  on  the  media,  main- 
stream culture  and  the  arts  in  order  to  monitor 
the  subtle  shifts  of  the  billboard  image  of  the 
'  'gay  person' '  will  have  measured  a  major  change 
this  spring,  both  in  the  alterations  to  that  image 
and  the  resulting  public  perceptions  of  this  nebu- 
lous thing  called  the  "homosexual."  We  all  know 
that  gay  people  are  as  diverse  in  temperament,  so- 
cial position,  and  personality  as  any  individuals 
in  any  group,  but  it  has  been  historically  conven- 
ient to  stereotype  the  gay  person  for  reasons  of 
social  oppression.  In  the  arena  of  entertainment, 
this  negative  stereotype  operates  in  the  service  of 
the  larger  social/political  image,  often  for  pure 
laugh  value  alone. 

If  the  waters  of  persistence  and  truth  bang 
against  the  stubborn  landmass  of  ignorance  long 
enough,  the  result  is  proven  and  simple:  change. 
Where  this  change  has  occurred  is  not  in  the  light 
of  day,  but  rather  in  that  cool,  darkened  hall 
where,  for  a  brief  moment,  societal  barriers  are 
lowered  and  the  collective  disbelief  is  suspended; 
where  else  but  inside  the  local  movie  house? 

The  cinema  has  a  long  history  of  social  criti- 
cism, and  many  filmmakers  have  beaten  the  odds 
Hollywood  has  set  for  them  in  presenting  works 
with  strong  social,  sexual  and  political  content 
which  were  then  in  turn  embraced  by  the  movie- 
going  public.  In  keeping  with  this  tradition,  a 
group  of  films  with  very  straightforward  ap- 
proaches to  lesbian  and  gay  male  lifestyles 


splashed  against  that  conservative  shore  with  a 
force  which  will  no  doubt  have  a  lasting  effect  on 
the  film  industry  and  the  way  it  chooses  to  depict 
gay  people  in  the  future. 

I  am  referring  to  Stephen  Frears's  My  Beauti- 
ful Laundrette,  Donna  Dietch's  Desert  Hearts 
and  the  film  already  assured  of  a  major  position 
in  the  history  of  gay  cinema,  Bill  Sherwood's 
Parting  Glances.  The  first  time  I  saw  this  ambi- 
tious, unique  piece  of  work  was  in  the  city  in 
which  the  story  is  set,  New  York,  an  event  which 
further  demonstrated  the  phenomenon  of  a  work 
of  art  reflecting  its  audience  to  the  point  of  a  tre- 
mendous emotional  release  and  appreciation 
with  which  they  responded.  During  the  scene  in 
which  one  character  declares  his  love  to  his  best 
friend  who  has  AIDS  I  could  hear  the  sound  of 
someone  softly  weeping  close  by.  Here,  sitting  in 
a  predominantly  gay  audience  it  was  clear  what 
was  happening;  this  was  a  film  that  was  like  a  slow 
train  coming,  independently  produced  on  a  small 
budget,  coming  after  a  long  line  of  films  that  por- 
trayed gay  people  negatively,  and  being  screened 
to  an  audience  capable  of  being  both  overly  anx- 
ious for  and  extremely  critical  of  such  a  film. 
Parting  Glances  projected  its  honesty  and  can- 
dour directly  into  the  hearts  of  its  audience,  and 
ihc  result  was  the  warmth  of  recognition.  Bill 
Sherwood  has  succeeded  at  creating  what  some 
thought  impossible;  a  film  about  gay  people  that 
presents  them  at  their  most  relaxed  and  their 


most  mundane,  in  essence,  in  the  process  of  living 
their  lives,  and  never  at  the  loss  of  "entertainment 
value." 

The  film  follows  Michael  and  Robert,  a  very 
"married"  couple,  through  the  24-hour  period 
before  Robert  is  to  leave  for  Kenya  on  business. 
The  social  and  professional  roles  the  men  play, 
separately  and  together,  are  explored  in  two  fare- 
well parties  held  for  Robert  —  dinner  with  his 
boss  and  the  boss's  wife,  and  a  party  thrown  by 
an  artist  named  Joan.  The  long  party  sequence 
shows  off  Sherwood's  abilities  as  a  filmmaker  to 
their  fullest  as  so  much  is  revealed  about  these  peo- 
ple's interpersonal  relationships.  One  character 
compares  the  party  to  the  ark  because  of  the  wide 
variety  of  people  in  attendance.  They  represent 
New  York's  gay  and  artistic  communities  —  at 
both  their  most  eccentric  and  their  most  ordinary. 

At  the  centre  of  the  relationship  between  Rob- 
ert and  Michael  is  Michael's  best  friend  Nick,  an 
off-beat,  slightly  crazed  musician  who  is  dying  of 
AIDS.  Like  all  the  other  aspects  of  the  film,  his 
disease  is  balanced  with  everything  else  that  is 
happening,  like  the  fad  of  life  that  it  is. 

• 
Over  breakfast  at  the  Windsor  Arms  Hold  I  talk- 
ed with  Bill  Sherwood,  who  was  in  Toronto  for 
the  film's  opening,  about  the  history  of  gay  char- 
acters in  the  cinema,  his  experience  in  making 
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Parting  Glances,  and  the  critical  response  to  the 
film.  Sherwood,  dressed  in  a  conservative  blue 
suit  and  a  tie  gave  the  impression  of  an  eager 
young  executive  as  opposed  to  a  challenging 
young  filmmaker,  but  as  he  himself  remarked, 
"Cinema  is  the  one  art  form  that  is  so  strongly 
connected  to  commerce."  While  perhaps  he  was 
uncomfortable  in  his  Wall  Street  drag,  it  was  clear 
what  this  trip  was  about  —  the  promotion  of  the 
film,  which  would  undoubtedly  mean  the  hurried 
lunch,  the  flash  of  cameras  in  a  hotel  room,  and 

"I  remember  one 

headline  said,  Parting 

Glances  fails  to  deal 

with  the  'problems' of 

homosexuality,  and 

this  was  the  way 

they  attacked  the  film. 

The  whole  point  of 

Parting  Glances 

is  that  there  is 

no  problem:  don't 

they  get  that?" 

the  endless  stream  of  anecdotes  for  the  reporters 
hunting  the  quotable  line.  Bill  Sherwood  found 
himself  smack  in  the  centre  of  the  publicity  ma- 
chine which  had  brought  us  together  over  eggs 
and  coffee  that  was  a  bit  too  strong,  and  we  were 
both  willing  participants,  if  a  little  uncomforta- 
ble with  the  whole  process.  I  had  45  minutes  to 
get  my  stuff  before  the  guys  from  the  dailies  got 
him,  and  while  it  was  obvious  neither  of  us  is  at 


our  best  at  eight  in  the  morning,  we  forged  ahead. 
I  asked  him  if  he  felt  a  bit  cheated  as  a  filmmak- 
er because  most  of  the  reviews  had  focused  on  the 
content  of  the  film,  homosexuality,  and  avoided 
discussing  Parting  Glances  from  an  aesthetic  or 
stylistic  viewpoint. 

Well,  some  people  are  writing  about  the  aes- 
thetic side,  but  on  the  whole,  the  media  focus 
on  the  subject  matter,  because  they  have  to 
have  an  angle,  so  that's  the  easiest  thing  to  talk 
about.  There  was  this  French  intellectual  critic 
who  1  met  that  had  seen  Parting  Glances  and 
he  said  that  American  critics  don't  write  about 
film,  they  write  about  sociology.  So  in  focusing 
in  on  the  subject  matter  it  has  made  it  easier  to 
have  a  negative  response  to  film,  because  some 
critics  feel  negatively  towards  homosexuality. 
It  would  appear  then  that  unless  gay  people  are 
portrayed  negatively  some  critics  can't  accept  it; 
it  goes  against  what  they  are  used  to.  In  fact,  there 
has  been  a  long-standing  complaint  against  Hol- 
lywood that  gay  characters  have  traditionally 
been  portrayed  either  as  psychopaths,  raging 
queens  or  as  in  Making  Love,  as  the  awkward 
subject  of  a  major  "social  problem."  And  on 
those  rare  occasions  when  Hollywood  did  make 
an  effort,  the  results  have  taken  the  form  of  very 
exotic  creatures  indeed,  such  as  Molina  in  Kiss  of 
the  Spider  Woman.  While  these  films  may  still 
have  some  positive  effect,  there  still  exists  in  Hol- 
lywood a  mental  block.  As  Bill  Sherwood  said, 
"They  are  still  saying  that  homosexuality  isn't 
really  a  valid  topic  for  a  film." 

It  has  been  said  that  perhaps  the  greatest  works 
of  art  are  those  which  elicit  strong  responses  from 
the  people  exposed  to  them,  and  this  seems  to  be 
the  case  with  the  critics  who  have  seen  Parting 
Glances.  They  either  love  it  or  they  hate  it.  The 


apology  for  their  own  existence,  and  it  is  of  course 
this  ease  of  being  that  has  forced  some  homo- 
phobic critics  to  take  a  personal  stand.  But,  in 
other  instances,  the  film  has  received  a  great  deal 
of  praise,  and  Sherwood  is  quick  to  avoid  a  defen- 
sive stance  about  all  the  critical  fuss. 

It  sounds  petty  to  complain,  because  Parting 
Glances  has  gotten  tremendously  positive 
press.  In  fact,  it's  almost  schizophrenic.  It's  ei- 
ther been  absolute  rave  reviews,  or  it's  been  vi- 
ciously trashed.  I  remember  one  headline 
said.  Parting  Glances  fails  to  deal  with  the 
'problems'  of  homosexuality,  and  this  is  the 
way  the  guy  attacked  the  film.  The  whole  point 
of  Parting  Glances  is  that  there  is  no  problem; 
don't  they  get  that? 
The  gay  men  I  have  talked  to  about  the  film  have 
all  mentioned  how  they  identified  with  one  char- 
acter or  another,  and  that,  for  them,  this  film  was 
quite  a  surprise.  Suddenly  there  was  this  movie 
Parting  Glances  which  mirrored  aspects  of  their 
own  lives,  and  it  did  it  so  effortlessly.  There  was 
none  of  the  usual  heavy  awareness  that  this  film 
or  that  TV  movie  was  about...  get  ready...  yes... 
homosexuals,  but  that  once  the  film  was  over  the 
viewer  would  "understand"  this  other  strange 
creature.  Years  of  this  format  made  us  expect 
anything  we  saw  dealing  with  gayness  to  have  the 
"big  message"  attached  to  it.  What  Bill  Sherwood 
has  done  is  to  tear  that  wrapping  off  the  film  canis- 
ter that  said,  "please  understand  us,"  and  replac- 
ed it  with  one  that  says,  "take  us  or  leave  us,"  or 
"sorry,  we  don't  have  time  to  explain  our  lives 
right  now,  we're  too  busy  living  them." 

Right  off  the  top,  the  film  shows  the  two  lovers 
on  their  way  to  the  bedroom,  but  this  works  to 
hint  at  the  sexiness  and  playfulness  of  their  rela- 
tionship rather  than  to  confront  the  audience 
with  gay  sexuality  as  a  defensive  move.  Sherwood 


characters  in  the  film  offer  nothing  in  the  way  of 

Robert  and  Michael  in  Parting  Glances:  The  bedroom  scene  "works  to  hint  at  the  sexiness  and  playfulness  of  their  relationship,  ratherthan 
confront  the  audience  with  gay  sexuality  as  a  defensive  move." 


said  he  did  this  so  as  not  to  skirt  the  central  issue 
that  these  people  are  gay,  plain  and  simple. 
This  is  why  I  had  two  men  kissing  right  from 
the  start  in  Parting  Glances,  to  get  it  over  with 
right  away,  and  allow  us  to  get  on  with  their  in- 
teraction with  other  people  and  with  what's 
going  on  in  their  lives. 
So  unlike  earlier  offerings  which  hit  you  over  the 
head  with  a  character's  homosexuality,  Parting 
Glances  presents  gayness  as  a  given;  it  is  just 
there  and  that,  in  itself,  becomes  a  strong  politi- 
cal statement.  This  was  something  Sherwood  felt 
was  important,  to  answer  this  oppressive  repre- 

Parting  Glances 

presents  gayness  as  a 

given;  it  is  just  there 

and  that,  in  itself, 

becomes  a  strong 

political  statement. 

Sherwood  felt  it 

important,  to  answer 

this  oppressive 

representation  of  gay 

people  in  cinema 

history. 

sentation  of  gay  people  in  cinema  history. 
I  definitely  wanted  to  have  an  effect  on  the  cine- 
ma in  general,  to  try  and  change  the  way  gays 
are  portrayed.  It  will  have  some  effect,  I'm  sure. 
What  seemed  apparent  to  me  after  talking  with 
Bill  Sherwood  for  a  while  is  that  he  is  very  much 
like  the  film  he  has  made,  and  a  bit  of  a  combina- 
tion of  some  of  its  characters.  He  was  confident, 
wry,  humorous  and  perhaps  a  bit  surprised  by 
the  sudden  success  of  what,  for  him,  seemed  very 
natural.  He  appeared  not  so  much  a  man  with  a 
mission,  but  rather  simply  a  man  consumed  with 
the  process  of  living,  of  just  getting  on  with  it.  He 
has  been  approached  recently  by  a  number  of 
"industry  types"  who,  no  doubt,  are  eager  to 
snatch  him  while  he  is  still  riding  the  crest  of  the 
wave,  and  then  to  get  him  into  that  proverbial  stu- 
dio to  become  a  well-paid  slave  to  film  land's 
proven  formulas.  Bill  Sherwood  seemed  wary  of 
all  that,  knowing  that,  like  the  publicity  junket  he 
was  on  when  we  talked ,  it  is  all  part  of  a  game  that 
has  nothing  to  do  with  filmmaking.  Instead,  he 
would  rather  get  back  to  work  as  he  has  a  new  film 
in  the  planning  stages.  But  whatever  Sherwood's 
fate  in  fickle  Hollywood,  one  thing  is  assured. 
That  is  that  this  film  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the 
gay  community  because  he  brought  us  home 
where  we  belong.  Like  the  eclectic  music  that  un- 
derscores Parting  Glances,  we  are  like  the  differ- 
ent wave  patterns  a  wind  can  make  on  top  of  wa- 
ter, sometimes  raging,  sometimes  calm,  but  al- 
ways there.  Ours  is  a  vast  ocean  of  experience, 
and  Bill  Sherwood's  Parting  Glances  is  the  cine- 
matic celebration  of  the  experience.* 
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LE  MAGAZINE 

QUI  SORT 

DE  L'ORDINAIRE 


THE 
BODY 


REACH  THE  FRANCOPHONE  GAY 
MARKET  THROUGH  THE  FRENCH 
LANGUAGE  GAY  MAGAZINE 
SORTIE 

The  Body  Politic  is  pleased  to  announce  that 
we  are  now  the  advertising  representative  of 
SORTIE  Magazine  of  Montreal. 

If  you  would  like  to  reach  the  french  language 

gay  market,  contact  Brian  Flint  at  (416)364-6320 

or  write  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Canada  M5W  1X9 


DR.  I.  von  LICHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO,  CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  968-1630 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


Why 

boycott 

Coors? 

•  The  Coors  Brewing  Company  in  the  U.S. 
practices  a  policy  of  discrimination  in  hiring 
based  on  race,  religion,  political  viewpoint 
and  sexual  orientation.  The  company  uses  lie 
detectors  and  searches  of  personal  property 
to  investigate  the  personal  lives  of  its 
workers  and  to  maintain  its  discriminatory 
practices. 

•  The  Coors  family  are  founders  and 
continuing  financial  supporters  of  the 
Moral  Majority. 

•  Coors  has  been  boycotted  since  1 967  by 
unions,  ethnic  groups  and  gay  organizations. 
Gay  bars  and  restaurants  in  the  U.S.  do  not 
sell  Coors  products. 

•  Though  Coors  is  brewed  in  Canada  by 
Molson's,  the  Coors  company  benefits  from 
licensing  fees,  and  by  the  "goodwill" 
generated  by  Canadians  purchasing  Coors 
and  Coors  Light. 

Support  the  North 
American  boycott. 
Don't  drink  COORS 
or  COORS  LIGHT. 


In  memory  of  Fabian  Bridges,  a  black  American 
who  died  of  AIDS  on  November  4, 1985.  Fabian 
was  the  subject  of  a  controversial ,  exploitative 
documentary  (see  TBP  May  1986). 

A  Sunday  in  May,  deserted  streets  and  bells. 
The  few  faces  I  see  are  open  and  relieved, 
the  long  winter  finally  over.  But  waiting  for  the 
streetcar,  in  each  face  I  see  Fabian's.  Lines  from  a 
Voznesensky  poem  ring  in  my  head:  "Life  is  a  series 
of  burned-out  sites./Nobody  escapes  the  bonfire:/if 
you  live  —  you  burn." 
• 

Here's  how  he  burned. 

July  1984:  Fabian  is  too  sick  with  AIDS  to 
work.  No  nursing  home  in  Houston  will  take  him 
in,  nor  will  his  sisters  in  Indianapolis.  In  Cleveland, 
his  mother  and  stepfather  also  turn  him  away. 

Enter  the  vultures.  A  film  crew  working  on  an 
AIDS  documentary  gives  Fabian  enough  money  to 


but  if  I  did,  my  parents  would  take  me  in;  so  would 
any  of  my  four  sisters  and  two  special  friends.  They 
are  my  net,  my  refuge,  and  an  added  incentive  to 
keep  myself  safe.  Maybe  you  didn't  have  that 
security. 

But  this  is  mere  conjecture:  I  don't  know  enough 
about  you.  Nevertheless,  I  carry  you  around. 
• 

Standing  on  the  corner,  soaking  up  the  sun  and 
music,  I  fill  with  desire.  Sometimes  I  curse  it, 
Fabian,  when  it's  2  am  and  I  lie  awake,  alone,  long- 
ing for  a  warm  body  beside  me.  But  I  never  wish 
the  desire  away. 

A  friend  of  mine  does.  Out  of  fear,  he's  with- 
drawn from  seeking  sex.  He  thinks:  play  with  fire 
and  you  get  burned.  I  tell  him  it  depends  on  how 
you  play.  Sure  we  must  bank  our  fires,  but  we 
needn't  extinguish  them  altogether. 

I  don't  try  to  change  his  mind.  Abstinence  is  a 
choice  and  his  fears  run  deep.  But  I'd  like  to  con- 
vince him  it's  not  the  supreme  choice.  His  self- 
righteousness  disturbs  me — the  lash  of  tongue  and 
the  look  in  his  eyes  for  men  still  lustily  pursuing  sex. 
The  look  is  one  of  pure  hatred.  This  is  not  only 
scary  but  irrational:  he  knows  nothing  about  what 
these  men  do. 


survive  on  the  street  in  Cleveland:  fodder  for  their 
cameras.  He  tells  them  he's  a  sexually  active  pro- 
stitute —  unlikely,  since  his  genitals,  rectum  and 
most  of  his  lower  body  are  covered  in  herpes  sores. 
Perhaps  he  tells  them  this  because  he's  desperate 
and  lonely;  it's  a  sure  hook  to  keep  the  crew  with 
him  and  the  money  coming  in.  He'll  tell  them 
anything  they  want  to  hear. 

The  crew  informs  the  Cleveland  Health  Depart- 
ment. Fabian  flees  to  Houston  but  the  film  crew  fol- 
lows and  informs  officials  there;  when  police  pick 
Fabian  up  the  crew  swoops  in  to  film  the  ruckus. 

Ray  Hill,  a  local  gay  activist,  finds  Fabian  sur- 
rounded by  police  and  more  than  two  dozen 
reporters. '  Tn  the  middle  of  all  this  was  a  frighten- 
ed, lonely,  hungry,  tired,  confused  gay  man,"  he 
says  later.  Then  sudden  mercy:  Ray  takes  Fabian  in- 
to his  home. 

Was  he  with  you,  Fabian,  when  death  came  in 

November? 

• 

Music  jolts  me  back  to  here  and  now.  Under  a 
store  awning  is  a  bearded  boy  in  worn  clothes, 
strumming  a  guitar,  shooting  me  full  of  warm 
chords.  His  tune  is  rolling  and  sad.  Each  strum  is 
a  tiny  fire  for  you,  Fabian;  for  all  those  dead  or  dy- 
ing of  AIDS;  and  for  the  Ray  Hills  of  this  world. 
Each  strum,  on  such  a  sunny  day,  is  also  pure  flame 
of  desire. 

• 

What  were  your  desires,  Fabian?  What  moved 
you?  How  did  you  come  to  such  an  end? 

Maybe  you  caught  the  virus  before  we  knew  what 
safe  sex  was.  Or  maybe  you  thought  you  were 
charmed;  wcall  think  that  at  times,  usually  in  the 
heat  of  passion.  Or  was  it  a  form  of  suicide?  Cut  off 
from  your  family,  maybe  you  were  reckless  to  spite 
them  and  yourself.  God  forbid  1  should  get  AIDS. 


Perhaps  he  would  not  be  moved  by  your  story, 
Fabian.  Perhaps  he'd  think:  you  deserved  it  In  a 
subtle  way,  he's  accepted  AIDS  as  a  punishment  for 
certain  homosexuals.  Which  is  only  a  stone's  throw 
away  from  believing  that  AIDS  is  a  punishment  for 
all  homosexuals.  That's  when  self-loathing  sets  in 
—  the  worst  burn  of  all. 
• 

The  bearded  boy  is  playing  something  fast  and 
smoky.  A  little  boy  dances  to  it;  his  mother  smiles. 
A  lesbian  I  know  flies  by  on  a  bicycle  with  a  grin  and 
a  wave.  It's  a  long  way  from  November,  Fabian.  1 
wish  you  were  here  to  enjoy  the  sun  on  the  back  of 
your  neck. 

Across  the  street,  a  humpy  guy  waits  for  the  light 
to  turn  green.  When  it  does,  he  struts  along  in  time 
to  the  music,  outrageously  loose-limbed  and  sexy. 
Oh  Fabian,  he  has  blue  eyes  and  wild  black  hair, 
and  coltish  legs  in  shorts.  A  gypsy  boy.  Here  comes 
the  fire,  from  my  toes  to  my  fingertips.  He  sees  the 
ardour  in  my  eyes  and  returns  it.  Passing  me,  he 
winks  and  smacks  his  lips.  And  is  gone 

Nothing  escapes  the  surge  of  desire  running 
through  me:  not  heart  nor  mind  nor  dick.  Nor  the 
hair  on  the  back  of  my  neck.  I  imagine  us  weighdess 
and  tangling  naked  on  a  bed ,  on  a  beach ,  in  the  cool 
back  seat  of  a  '56  Thunderbird.  Skin  to  skin, 
mouth  to  mouth,  two  guys  loving  one  another. 

Spring  is  really  here.  My  dick  presses  against  my 
jeans.  Fabian,  I'm  alive. 

If  you  live  you  burn.  In  your  pain.  Fabian.  I  hope 
you  remembered  hew  sweet  the  fire  can  be. 

Michael  Toizkr  • 
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Remembering  Cocteau 


Conversations  with  Glenway  Wescott 


When  Glenway  Wescott  set  sail  for  France  in 
February,  1925,  he  didn't  know  that  his  destina- 
tion would  be  the  Hotel  Welcome,  Villefranche 
home  of  French  poet-playwright-novelist-artist- 
filmmaker  Jean  Cocteau.  At24,  Wescott  had  just 
published  his  first  novel,  The  Apple  of  the  Eye, 
and  with  encouraging  praise  from  such  writers  as 
Sinclair  Lewis,  he  became  known  as  a  new  Mid- 
western writer.  A  farmboy  with  a  year  of  college 
at  the  University  of  Chicago,  he  had  already  pub- 
lished poetry,  reviews  and  translations  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  "little"  magazines.  Now  the  success  of 
his  first  novel  gave  him  a  new  opportunity.  With 
the  help  of  a  patroness,  Frances  Robbins,  he  was 
able  to  join  the  growing  number  of  expatriates  in 
Europe  and  begin  work  on  his  second  novel,  The 
Grandmothers. 

Remembering  the  pure  oxygen  of  that  time, 
Glenway  Wescott  today  can  share  a  personal  per- 
spective not  reflected  in  the  biographies.  Wes- 
cott, 84,  lives  most  of  the  time  at  his  brother's 
large  farm  in  rural  western  New  Jersey  and  keeps 
an  apartment  in  midtown  Manhattan.  He  gladly 
recalls  that  momentous  trip  to  France  with  Mon- 
roe Wheeler  (his  lifelong  lover  who  eventually  be- 
came director  of  exhibitions  at  New  York's  Mu- 
seum of  Modern  Art). 

As  Wescott  remembers  it,  their  first  weeks  in 
Paris  in  the  cool  spring  of  1925  were  happy,  but 
he  was  accomplishing  little  with  his  new  novel. 

' '  We  were  being  very  sociable  and  it  was  a  very 
good  time,"  he  says,  "except  that  I  wanted  and 
needed  to  get  to  work." 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  friends,  including 
Ford  Madox  Ford,  they  decided  to  travel  south 
to  the  Mediterranean  port  of  Villefranche.  Wes- 
cott recalls  it  vividly. 

"Villefranche  is  a  small  town,  actually  a 
suburb  of  Nice,  where  the  American  Navy  has 
been  going  since  the  Civil  War.  It's  an  almost  cir- 
cular port,  very  beautiful,  very  deep,  and  the 
ships  come  in  quite  close.  The  Alps  come  right 
down  to  the  water,  which  means  the  town  gets 
protected  from  the  north  winds.  It's  the  most  ex- 
traordinary climate  in  the  world." 

At  first,  Wescott  and  Wheeler  stayed  at  a 
pleasant  hotel  where  things  were  quiet,  but  really 
too  quiet.  Nearby  was  a  waterfront  building  far 
more  interesting,  the  sturdy  four-story  Hotel 
Welcome.  Without  hesitation  they  moved  in. 

"Monroe  and  I  took  two  great  rooms,  one 
flight  up  and  facing  Italy.  Cocteau  had  a  large 
room  and  a  little  room  at  the  other  end ,  facing  the 
harbor." 

It  was  only  a  few  days  before  Wescott  first  saw 
and  met  Cocteau,  then  35  and  already  an  ac- 
claimed writer  and  artist.  The  hotel  bar  was  on 
the  level  of  the  water  and  had  windows  facing  the 
harbor.  Wescott  was  talking  to  a  friend,  an 
American  woman,  who  suddenly  pointed  out  to- 
ward the  water  and  said,  'See  that  rowboat  com- 
ing? That's  Cocteau.' 

"And  there  was  a  fairly  good-sized  seagoing 
rowboat,  with  a  tiny  ragamuffin  of  a  boy  sitting  in 
the  prow,  and  Cocteau  in  his  eternal  Terrycloth 
robe  rowing  very  deftly." 
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Wescott,  the  most  joyous  of  storytellers,  has  a 
clear  memory  of  the  Jean  Cocteau  of  1925.  "I'll 
tell  you  something  about  his  appearance.  He  had 
a  strange,  long  Egyptian  head,  long  French  face, 
with  eyes  high  and  a  long  nose.  He  was  very  tall 
and  very  inclined  to  be  like  a  dancer,  with  extra- 
ordinarily elegant  sharp  movements. 

"We  made  friends  very  rapidly.  He  was  the 
most  sociable  person  you  could  imagine.  He  got 
up  early  every  morning  to  write  and  dictate  let- 
ters. He  would  hold  his  writing  tablet  with  one 
hand,  with  his  pencil  in  the  other,  and  write  as  if 
he  were  drawing,  and  very  fast,  even  putting  in  lit- 
tle drawings,  and  all  the  time  talking.  I  never 
heard  anyone  talk  so  beguilingly  and  passionate- 
ly, all  showing  off—  not  vain,  but  just  like  Fourth 
of  July,  just  fireworks!"  Wescott's  marvelously 
resonant  voice  drops  an  octave.  "Underneath  it 
all  there  was  a  great  deal  of  sorrow,  and  never  be- 
ing quite  satisfied  with  his  work,  or  with  the  peo- 
ple who  held  back  on  him  in  their  admiration." 

But  if  there  was  a  dark  side  to  Cocteau's  na- 
ture, it  was  at  first  overshadowed  by  the  creative 
and  carnival  atmosphere  of  the  Hotel  Welcome. 
In  a  future  letter  to  Catholic  philosopher  Jacques 
Maritain,  Cocteau  would  mention  his  1925  co- 
residents  at  the  hotel:  Christian  Berard,  Mary 
Butts,  Georges  Hugnet,  Philip  Lassell,  Monroe 
Wheeler,  and  Glenway  Wescott.  Among  the  visi- 
tors were  Isadora  Duncan,  Francis  Rose,  Igor 
Stravinsky,  and  Pablo  Picasso.  On  the  water- 
front side  of  the  building,  the  glittering  lights  of  the 
harbor  at  night  stretched  far  out  to  a  residence  of 
Cocteau's  friend  W  Somerset  Maugham. 

"We  lived  as  the  Victorians  wrote,"  says 
Wescott  with  a  high  laugh,  "what  should  have 
taken  months  we  did  in  weeks." 

Still,  even  then  it  was  becoming  clear  that  Coc- 
teau's year-old  practice  of  smoking  opium  was 
developing  into  a  real  problem. 

"Opium  is  one  of  the  hardest  habits  of  all  to 
break  if  used  in  early  and  middle  life,"  Wescott 
remarks  quite  clinically . '  'Older  people  can  get  it 
under  control,  as  indeed  Cocteau  did.  I  was  never 
tempted.  I  was  strongly  disciplined  to  drugs,  and 
I  saw  him  when  he  was  as  sick  as  a  dog." 

To  explain  why  Cocteau  took  to  opium,  he 
says,  "I  must  go  back  in  my  story  to  1923,  when 
the  great  Radiguet  died." 

Raymond  Radiguet,  of  course,  was  the  gifted 
and  tragic  boy-novelist.  In  1 91 9,  at  the  age  of  1 6, 
he  was  referred  to  Cocteau  by  poet  Max  Jacob. 

"He  was  a  sturdy  little  boy  with  a  pretty  face 
and  a  walking  stick  who  knocked  on  Cocteau's 
door  and  offered  him  some  manuscript,  and  the 
manuscript  was  brilliant,  and,  in  fact,  a  great 
many  people  think  Radiguet  was  the  more  brilli- 
ant of  the  two.  This  boy,  with  only  an  ordinary 
education,  was  able  to  indict  Cocteau  for  affecta 
tion  and  mannerism  and  repetition  and  poetical 
fantasy,  and  made  him  try  to  write  short  senten- 
ces with  impact,  as  he  himself  did.  His  first  novel, 


The  Devil  in  the  Flesh,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful books  you  can  imagine.  Cocteau  taught  him 
everything  he  knew  and  learned  everything  he 
could  learn  and  was  very  happy  for  awhile." 

But  in  December  1923,  at  the  age  of  20,  Radi- 
guet suddenly  caught  typhoid  fever  and  died. 
While  Cocteau  had  always  been  helpful  and  en- 
couraging to  all  his  creative  friends,  Wescott 
points  out,  it  was  different  with  Radiguet.  "He'd 
devoted  himself  so  intensely  to  the  work  of  Radi- 
guet, and  he  built  him  up  into  a  very  famous 
young  writer,  and  meanwhile  he'd  learned  a  kind 
of  humility  about  his  own  work.  And  when  Radi- 
guet died  Cocteau  completely  went  to  pieces.  He 
stumbled  along  and  one  day  met  a  boy  carrying 
opium  pipes. 

"Opium  is  a  curious  drug.  The  Egyptians  call 
it  kif  which  means  peace.  It  gradually  disables 
you  in  physical  ways  but  it  also  relieves  you  of  all 
your  anxiety  and  ambition  and  jealousy.  Pres- 
ently you  lie  on  the  floor  a  great  deal  too  much, 
daydreaming,  and  it  gradually  undermines  the 
sexual  intimacies.  When  the  addiction  gets  bad  it 
becomes  impossible  to  sweat,  to  ejaculate,  to 
urinate.  And  then  the  person  has  to  be  carried  off 
to  a  sanitarium  and  dried  out.  The  best  way  to  do 
it  is  cold  turkey,  and  it's  a  grueling  experience." 

Wescott  volunteers  an  interesting  theory.  "I 
decided  that  opium  addiction  varied  with  the  rea- 
son for  taking  it.  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  re- 
portedly took  it  for  pain  and  became  addicted, 
but  without  the  psychological  effects  one  gets 
when  one  takes  it  for  escape.  Cocteau  went  head- 
long into  it  and  became  extremely  intoxicated. 
But  he  wasn't  sick  enough  not  to  fall  in  love  or  not 
to  care."    • 

A  prominent  figure  in  Cocteau's  life  at  this 
time  was  Jean  Bourgoint.  He  and  his  sister 
Jeanne  were  a  strange  young  pair  whom  Cocteau 
had  met  a  few  years  earlier  in  Paris  and  invited 
down  to  Villefranche  in  1925.  By  the  time  Wes- 
cott got  to  know  them,  he'd  learned  a  good  deal 
about  their  background  from  Cocteau. 

"They  were  very  eccentric  middleclass  Parisi- 
ans. Jean  looked  like  Greek  sculpture;  pale,  very 


handsome,  with  broad  shoulders,  large  and 
blond.  They  lived  in  a  small  house  and  shared  the 
same  cluttered  double  room,  beds  side  by  side, 
and  they  quarreled  and  had  hobbies  and  strange 
games.  She  presently  got  into  a  tragic  marriage. 
When  Jean  became  involved  with  Cocteau,  she 
hated  it  and  hated  him  and  blamed  him.  Cocteau 
later  went  on  and  wrote  the  book,  The  Terrible 
Children,  about  them  both  living  together.  And 
Jeanne  minded  it.  She  didn't  like  it  at  all." 

Meanwhile,  Cocteau's  opium  problem  had 
necessitated  a  sanitarium  stay,  one  of  several 
temporary  cures  he  would  experience  over  the 
years. 

"They  did  it  the  hard  way  (cold  turkey)  and 
the  days  were  terrible.  Jean  Bourgoint  would 
come  into  the  adjacent  park  and  wave  to  him  and 
Cocteau  would  come  out  and  wave,  so  that  they 
didn't  touch  during  the  whole  thing.  But  Cocteau 
said  to  me  afterward  that  the  most  shocking  ex- 
perience in  his  entire  life  was  when  we  met  him 
when  he  first  came  out  —  with  all  his  senses  in- 
tact, fresh  and  anxious  to  get  back  to  work — and 
he  saw  Jean,  and  he  felt  as  if  he'd  never  seen  him 
before,  as  if  he'd  seen  a  postcard  of  him,  or 
somebody  else's  snapshot;  it  was  no  one  he  knew. 
And  it  was  then  that  he  told  me  about  his  suicidal 
influence  on  people. 

"He  told  me  that  five  boys  he'd  known  had 
killed  themselves  and  he  had  then  on  his  hands  a 
sixth  one  who  he  was  very  worried  about.  It  was 
the  theme  of  his  life.  Of  course,  he  had  this  magic, 
especially  with  young  people  —  as  a  poet,  and 
doomed,  comparing  himself  to  Dante  and  Pet- 
rarch, feeling  that  he  worked  as  hard  as  that." 

Usually  Cocteau  was  hard  working  and  proli- 
fic. Among  his  works  between  1927  and  1930 
were  The  White  Paper,  Opium,  the  play  Orphe- 
us, and  Les  Enfants  Terribles,  the  little  novel  in- 
fluenced by  Jean  and  Jeanne  Bourgoint.  Seeking 
a  new  protege,  he  helped  young  friend  Jean 
Desbordes  to  produce  two  novels  and  a  play. 

At  the  same  time,  Wescott  made  good  on  his 
early  promise.  The  Grandmothers,  a  chronicle- 
style,  Midwestern  and  expatriate  novel,  went 
through  26  print  runs  in  its  first  six  months  and 
won  the  Harper  Prize.  Between  1928  and  1932, 
he  published  Goodbye,  Wisconson,  stories  and 
an  essay,  The  Baby's  Bed,  along  story,  A  Calen- 
dar of  Saints  for  Unbelievers,  a  humorous 
chronicle,  and  a  large  book  of  essays,  Fear  and 
Trembling.  The  last  was  badly  received  and  Wes- 
cott says  of  this  painful  setback,  "I  tried  in  a 
much  too  soft  and  elegant  way  to  alarm  the 
United  States  about  the  intentions  of  Germany." 

The  separate  callings  of  their  work  and  lives 
caused  Wescott  to  move  to  Paris  and  Cocteau  to 
Toulon  in  the  late  twenties.  Finally,  like  other  ex- 
patriates, Wescott  felt  it  was  time  to  return  to 
America,  settling  in  New  York  in  1933.  Distance 
and  time  would  frame  his  remaining  encounters 
with  Cocteau. 

In  1935,  Lloyd  Wescott  married  Barbara  Har- 
rison, publisher  of  Harrison  of  Paris  deluxe 
books,  and  brother-in-law  Glenway  was  asked  to 
accompany  and  direct  their  honeymoon  trip  to 
Europe.  Inevitably,  the  excursion  included  a  stay 
in  Villefranche. 

Once  more  Wescott  found  Cocteau  at  the 


Hotel  Welcome,  this  time  with  a  new  friend, 
young  Marcel  Khill.  "Half  a  German,  with 
North  African  blood,  Khill  had  been  a  servant  at 
a  party  when  Cocteau  met  him,"  Wescott 
remembers,  "and  they  immediately  teamed  up.' ' 
By  this  time,  Cocteau  was  solidly  establishing 
himself  as  a  playwright  and  filmmaker,  and  Khill 
had  a  minor  role  in  the  play,  The  Infernal 
Machine.  Moving  somewhat  to  the  background 
of  Cocteau's  life  were  Jean  Bourgoint  and  Jean 
Desbordes.  Still  in  the  forefront  was  opium. 

In  1 936 ,  it  was  Marcel  Khill  who  suggested  that 
Cocteau  go  around  the  world  in  eighty  days,  as  in 
the  Jules  Verne  odyssey .  Paris  Soir  financed  the 
trip  and  published  Cocteau's  popular  travel  arti- 
cles. The  journey  included  stops  in  California 
and  New  York. 

"When  Cocteau  went  around  the  world  I  met 
him,  Jean  Desbordes  and  Marcel  Khill  here  in 
New  York,"  Wescott  says,  "and  we  took  him  to 
Coney  Island  and  we  took  him  to  Minsky's."  He 
produces  a  funny  postcard-photo  of  the  whole 
group  in  Coney  Island.  Then,  with  a  laugh,  he 
recalls  yet  another  opium  tale.  "I  remember  a  re- 
orter  from  the  Times  doing  an  interview  that  went 
on  forever.  Cocteau  excused  himself  to  make  a 
phone  call,  and  presently  a  strange  smell  came 
from  the  other  room.  The  reporter  sniffed  and  I 
began  telling  stories,  bringing  out  more  and  more 
secrets  of  Cocteau." 

Their  next  meeting  was  in  the  spring  of  1938  in 
Paris.  Accompanied  by  actor  Jean  Marais,  the 
star  of  his  plays  and  films,  Cocteau  had  just 
returned  from  suburban  Montargis  where  he'd 
written  his  new  play,  The  Terrible  Parents. 
Wescott  was  beginning  a  strange  solitary  trip  to 
the  land  of  his  early  expatriate  years.  Over  sever- 
al weeks  he  had  one  more  look  at  Cocteau  in  mid- 
dle life  and  the  people  around  him. 

One  of  Cocteau's  projects  then  was  the  reclama- 
tion of  boxer  Al  Brown,  the  ex-featherweight 
world  champion.  Perhaps  to  prove  a  point  to  him- 
self, Cocteau  resurrected  Brown  from  a  life  of 
Jrink  and  drugs  and  supervised  his  comeback. 
Brown  won  back  his  title  that  March.  More  signifi- 
cant, Wescott  observed,  was  the  good  influence  of 
lean  Marais.  Far  more  than  an  accomplished  ac- 
ox,  Marais  was  a  true  friend  who  was  beginning  to 
Dressure  Cocteau  to  end  the  opium  habit — a  habit 
hat  harmed  others  more  than  Cocteau. 

"One  problem  about  opium,"  Wescott  ex- 
)lains,  "is  that  the  good  kind  is  very  expensive 
md  the  other  kind  is  very  bad  for  your  health." 
locteau  smoked  only  the  good  kind.  But,  as 
Wescott  noticed  during  the  1938  trip,  former 
Docteau  favorites  such  as  Jean  Bourgoint  and 
vlarcel  Khill  were  reduced  to  smoking  poor- 
juality  street  opium,  when  they  could  get  it.  Khill 
ook  advantage  of  Wescott's  arrival  to  visit  Coc- 
eau's  hotel  and  join  the  party  atmosphere. 

"Unfortunately,  as  soon  as  Marcel  got  near 
Cocteau  he  got  drugs.  He  was  very,  very  drugged 
>y  the  end  of  ten  days." 

Other  memories  of  the  spring,  1938,  visit  stand 
>ut. 

"I  remember  one  night  in  his  hotel,  Cocteau 
trapped  up  in  his  bed  with  pillows,  the  boys  sit- 
ing around  on  the  floor,  and  I  at  the  bottom  of 
he  bed.  And  Cocteau  reading  to  us  the  manu- 
cript  of  his  play,  The  Terrible  Parents.  Later, 
he  kids  all  went  to  sleep  —  and  Cocteau  and  I 
tayed  up  and  talked  our  age. 

"Another  day,  when  I  went  to  the  suburbs,  the 
>oys  couldn't  wake  Cocteau  in  the  morning.  Fi- 
ally  they  lit  up  a  pipe  of  opium  and  Jean  Marais 
rew  it  in  and  blew  it  into  Cocteau's  mouth  and 
'oke  him.  That's  when  he  told  him,  'You've  got 
1 3  stop  it.' "  It  would  be  three  more  years  before 
Docteau  did  stop  using  opium  completely,  but 
he  influence  and  friendship  of  Marais  prevailed. 


Glenway  Wescott:  Remembering  the  early  years, ' '  We  laughed  all  the  time. ' ' 


Unfortunately,  tragedy  was  still  a  part  of  the 
legend  and  myth  surrounding  Cocteau.  Before 
leaving  Paris,  Wescott  had  a  chilling  premonition 
when  he  last  saw  his  friend  Marcel  Khill,  the 
young  man  who  had  suggested  Cocteau's  trip 
around  the  world. 

"  I  saw  it  in  the  light  in  Marcel '  s  eyes .  He  would 
become  a  martyr.  That  was  the  farewell.  I  came 
away  in  great  anxiety  and  grief.' '  Khill  died  in  ser- 
vice at  the  battle  of  Sedan  in  May,  1940. 

Jean  Desbordes,  who  had  written  lyrical  no- 
vels and  plays  as  Cocteau's  student,  was  also  a 
victim  of  the  war.  A  famed  resistance  fighter,  he 
was  killed  by  the  Gestapo  in  the  summer  of  1 944. 

Jean  Bourgoint,  the  large  gentle-natured  mo- 
del for  the  brother  in  Les  En/ants  Terribles,  had 
a  different  fate. 

"After  the  army  he  was  employed  as  a  garden- 
er in  the  south  of  France.  Then,  after  the  war,  he 
decided  he  had  a  vocation  and  took  vows  with  the 
Trappist  monks  —  who  don't  talk  except  with 
permission  —  and  ended  up  working  in  a  lepro- 
sarium in  Africa,  where  he  died."  (Years  later 
Wescott  heard  from  his  American  publishers  that 
theologian  Thomas  Merton  considered  Bour- 
goint —  Brother  Pascal  —  a  candidate  for  saint- 
hood because  of  his  miraculous  work  among  the 
lepers.) 

It  would  be  a  long  time  before  Wescott  saw 
Cocteau  again.  Meanwhile,  he  rekindled  some  of 
the  reputation  he'd  earned  in  the  twenties.  The 
Pilgram  Hawk,  1940,  is  perhaps  Wescott's  most 
important  work  and  is  part  of  the  popular  Dell 
anthology,  Six  Great  Modern  Short  Novels.  In 
1945,  he  published  a  suspenseful  World  War  II 


novel,  Apartment  in  Athens,  a  Book  of  the 
Month  Club  Selection.  In  1947,  he  was  elected  to 
the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Cocteau's  reputation  suffered  temporarily 
during  the  war.  Wescott  recalls  that  Cocteau, 
when  asked  what  he  would  do  if  the  Germans 
came,  replied,  "Corrupt  them."  Nonpolitical, 
he  was  in  an  unpopular  position  in  Occupied 
Paris.  On  the  one  hand,  he  had  communist 
friends,  like  Picasso.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was 
publicly  friendly  to  German  artists  and  intellec- 
tuals. But  he  remained  prolific,  and  when  Wes- 
cott visited  Europe  well  after  the  war  he  found 
Cocteau  opium-free  and  productive. 

"I  didn't  see  Cocteau  again  until  my  1952  vis- 
it. By  that  time  Jean  Marais  was  somewhat  a  mat- 
inee idol,  but  still  a  real  professional  and  he  was 
the  only  one  around  Cocteau  who  did  what  he 
had  intended  to  do,  using  Cocteau  and  saving 
Cocteau  by  so  doing.  The  plays  went  downhill  a 
little  but  they  were  real  plays  and  they  were  put 
on.  And  Cocteau  had  recovered  his  health  and 
made  friends  with  his  fellow  writers  and  got  for- 
given for  his  ambiguity  during  the  war." 

By  this  time  Cocteau  had  befriended  Francine 
Weisweiller,  the  beautiful  estranged  wife  of  a 
wealthy  banker,  and  they  were  constant  compan- 
ions for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Also  on  the  scene  was 
artist  Edouard  Dermit  who  became  Cocteau's 
chauffer  in  1 947  and  was  soon  elevated  to  adopt- 
ed son  and  heir. 

Wescott's  last  visit  with  Cocteau  was  made 
awkward  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  W  H 
Auden. 

I  went  to  sec  Jean  in  his  rooms,  and  it  was 


amazing  because  Auden  came  in  at  the  same 
time.  And  there  we  sat,  we  two  expatriates,  with 
Cocteau.  Auden  didn't  speak  very  good  French 
and  Cocteau  didn't  know  what  to  say  to  him,  and 
scarcely  knew  who  he  was,  and  wanted  to  gossip 
with  me.  Still,  we  sat  up  talking.  And  that  was  the 
last  time  I  saw  him." 

Over  the  next  several  years  Cocteau  was  hon- 
oured by  his  peers  for  a  distinguished  career.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  French  and  Belgian 
Academies  and  received  an  honorary  degree 
from  Oxford  University.  From  1958  to  1962, 
Wescott  served  as  president  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute of  Arts  and  Letters  and  the  Institute  made 
Cocteau  an  honorary  member. 

During  1962,  Wescott  published  Images  of 
Truth,  literary  criticism  and  remembrances,  and 
set  out  on  a  long  lecture  tour  around  America.  In 
spring  of  the  same  year,  72-year-old  Cocteau, 
travelling  with  Edouard  Dermit,  took  one  last  trip 
to  Villefranche,  staying  at  the  Hotel  Welcome 
and  surrounding  himself  with  the  memories  of  his 
life  and  friends  there  in  the  twenties. 

The  following  year  Cocteau  died  at  his  country 
home  at  Milly-la-Foret.  He  was  buried  at  the 
town's  Chapel  of  Saint-Blaise-des-Simples 
whose  walls  he  had  adorned  with  frescoes. 

Summing  up  Cocteau's  life  and  work  in  con- 
versation is  impossible,  but  Wescott  gives  a  few 
last  impressions. 

"He  used  to  tell  me  that  he  felt  he  was  a  victim 
of  all  these  boys  who  used  him  as  if  he  were  a  kind 
of  altar.  He  was  one  of  the  greatest  celebrities  in 
the  world,  although  he  didn't  have  top  rank  in 
any  of  the  arts  that  he  practiced.' ' 

"I  think  the  poetry  was  too  mannered  ,  too 
tight.  He  learned  to  draw  and  he  drew  and  drew 
and  drew,  almost  as  much  as  Picasso,  and  Picas- 
so admired  him  very  much  and  taught  him  a  lot. 
His  best  prose  is  like  Collette.  Collette  loved  him 
and  she  was  his  last  great  friend. 

"If  it  weren't  for  drugs  he  could  have  been,  for 
one  thing,  the  next  Sarah  Bernhardt  of  France. 
His  own  plays  that  he  put  on  were  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  most  fascinating  things  you  could  ima- 
gine. I  wish  the  American  theatre  would  use  the 
theatrical  effects  Cocteau  put  into  his  plays.  I 
think  it  makes  a  difference." 

Today  Wescott's  main  concern  is  the  eventual 
publication  of  his  journals  in  several  volumes  by 
Farrar,  Straus  &Giroux.  To  him  any  singular  to- 
pic, such  as  Cocteau,  is  part  of  a  much  larger 
story  encompassing  the  many  writers,  artists  and 
others  that  he's  known.  Speaking  about  Cocteau 
only  makes  him  more  diligent  about  his  text. 

"His  was  a  life  marked  by  exhibitionism,  in- 
tense love  affairs,  reconversion  to  Catholicism, 
and  addiction  to  opium  over  a  long  period  of 
time.  I  was  in  the  background  of  his  life  and  I'm 
going  to  have  to  cover  it  all  in  a  cursory  way  in  my 
journal." 

There  is  one  point,  however,  that  Wescott 
wants  to  emphasize  now,  about  Cocteau  and  his 
large  circle  of  friends. 

"I'm  afraid  that  people  who  learn  about  Coc- 
teau's sorrows,  drug  problems,  religious  prob- 
lems and  love  affairs  will  think  it  is  all  tragic." 
Wescott  shakes  his  head  and  smiles.  "But  it 
wasn't  like  that,  because  we  laughed  all  the 
time."  Reprintedfrom  Sequoia  • 

Formerly  a  journalist.  Jerry  Rosco  has  contributed 
short  stories  and  articles  to  a  wide  vanel)-  of  publica- 
tions, and  is  a  devoted  student  of  novelist  Cilcnway 
Wescott, 
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Sodomite  subculture  in 
fifteenth-century  Italy 

In  spite  of  the  threat  of  being  burned  alive,  men  in 
Renaissance  Venice  managed  to  meet  and  have  sex. 


The  Boundaries  of  Eros:  Sex  Crime  and  Sexuali- 
ty in  Renaissance  Venice  by  Guido  Ruggiero.  Ox- 
ford University  Press,  1985.  (Published  as  pari  of 
Studies  in  the  History  of  Sexuality,  Guido  Rug- 
giero and  Judith  Brown,  general  editors.) 

Michael  Schwarz  • 

Hhad  long  been  commonplace  to  assume 
that  homosexuals,  as  we  now  think  of 
them,  have  existed  throughout  history.  Homo- 
sexual acts  probably  have.  But  in  the  last  10 
yean,  gay  scholars  have  become  interested  not  so 
much  in  homosexual  acts  themselves,  but  in  the 
ways  such  acts  have  been  defined  in  different  soci- 
eties at  different  times.  Neither  sexual  behaviour 
nor  the  meaning  ascribed  to  it  are  now  viewed  as 
unchanging,  unproblematic,  or  "natural."  Sex- 
uality, like  so  much  else  in  our  culture,  is  now  seen 
as  a  socially  constructed  response  to  a  larger 
symbolic  universe. 

Unfortunately,  the  whole  matter  isn't  so  sim- 
ple. For  if ' '  homosexuality' '  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
socially  constructed  category  —  and  especially  if 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  peculiar  to  our  own  historic- 
al epoch  —  then  we  should  be  able  to  agree  on 
precisely  how  and  when  it  came  into  being.  So 
far,  historians  have  largely  been  unable  to  do  this. 

In  The  Boundaries  of  Eros,  Guido  Ruggiero 
makes  an  important  contribution  to  this  debate. 
Although  only  one  of  the  book's  seven  chapters 
deals  explicitly  with  same-sex  relationships, 
there  is  much  here  to  capture  the  imagination  of 
anyone  interested  in  gay  history,  not  to  mention 
the  history  of  sexuality  more  generally.  Indeed, 
Ruggiero  has  given  us  nothing  less  than  an  ency- 
clopedic description  of  the  sexual  culture  of  Re- 
naissance Venice. 

To  be  more  precise,  The  Boundaries  of  Eros 
elaborates  two  sexual  cultures:  a  licit  one  based 
on  marriage  and  childbirth;  and  an  illicit  one 
built  on  rape,  prostitution,  adultery  and  homo- 
sexuality. Ruggiero's  thesis  is  that  by  fixing  the 
boundaries  between  the  two,  church  and  civic 
leaders  helped  articulate  a  new  social  meaning  for 
sexuality.  In  this  way,  he  argues,  ruling-class  per- 
ceptions of  sex  became  linked  to  a  whole  range  of 
social,  religious  and  political  concerns. 

These  concerns,  of  course,  had  special  impor- 
tance for  practitioners  of  the  "sin"  of  sodomy. 
Unlike  adultery  or  prostitution,  which  were  view- 
ed as  relatively  minor  transgressions,  sodomy 
was  perceived  as  a  direct  threat  to  the  structure  of 
the  family  and  community.  Part  of  this  threat  was 
thought  to  be  divine  in  origin.  Civic  leaders  in 
Venice,  like  officials  in  many  parts  of  fifteenth- 
century  Europe,  were  fearful  that  God  would 
punish  the  entire  Christian  community  if  the 
"problem"  of  same-sex  practices  was  ignored. 

Sodomy  was  thus  regulated  even  more  careful- 
ly than  the  so-called  "sex  crimes  against  God" 
(intercourse  with  priests  or  nuns;  fornication  un- 
der the  church  organ),  which  were  viewed  as  sub- 
ject to  divine  dislike,  but  not  vengeance.  During 
the  fifteenth  century,  medical  practitioners  were 


required  by  law  to  report  cases  of  rectal  damage 
associated  with  anal  sex  to  the  commune's  police, 
and  known  sodomite  meeting  places  such  as  bar- 
ber shops,  were  carefully  watched.  Despite,  or  be- 
cause of,  these  rules,  between  the  years  1476  and 
1500  in  Venice,  196  people  were  prosecuted  for 
sodomy;  many  of  those  convicted  were  burned 
alive  between  the  columns  of  justice  before  the 
Ducal  Palace. 

This,  of  course,  is  what  we  have  come  to  expect 
of  fifteenth-century  Europe.  Part  of  what  is  so  in- 
teresting about  the  information  presented  in  The 
Boundaries  of  Eros,  however,  is  that  it  shows 
church  and  government  officials  were  far  from 
even-handed  when  applying  the  law. 

The  severity  of  punishment  in  sodomy  cases 
often  depended  on  one's  social  status,  and  the 
status  of  one's  accusers.  But  high  status  was  no 
guarantee  of  leniency.  So  eager  were  the  Venetian 
authorities  to  set  an  example  that  even  some  con- 
victed nobles  were  burned. 

Sexual  specifics  came  into  play  as  well.  Unlike 
in  other  late-medieval  European  cultures,  where 
the  "passive"  partner  was  seen  as  more  culpable 
than  the  "active"  one,  in  Venice  those  who  took 
the  "passive"  role  were  often  shown  more  lenien- 
cy, especially  if  they  were  young,  or  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  they  had  been  unwilling  participants 
in  the  affair.  Older  men  proven  to  be  passive  part- 
ners in  anal  sex,  on  the  other  hand,  were  often 
dealt  with  especially  severely;  it  was  believed  to  be 
a  greater  indignity  for  an  older  man  to  be 
penetrated. 

More  surprising  still  is  evidence  that  there  may 
have  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  sodomites 
in  Venice  during  the  years  from  1300  to  1500.  In 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  sections  of  the  book, 
Ruggiero  gives  an  account  of  the  growth  of  what 
appears  to  be  a  fifteenth-century  sodomite  sub- 
culture. The  fourteenth  century  saw  little  in  the 
way  of  meeting  places  for  sodomites,  but  things 
seem  to  have  changed  markedly  by  the  middle  of 
the  1400s.  As  one  government  report  suspicious- 
ly noted  in  1444,  "certain  teachers  of  musical  in- 
struments, singing  and  gymnastics  keep  their 
schools  open  until  three  or  four  hours  after 
dark."  Many  young  boys  apparently  gathered  in 
these  schools,  and  it  was  feared  that  this  situation 
"might  lead  some  of  these  youths  to  commit  pro- 
hibited deeds." 

Apothecary  shops  came  under  similar  suspi- 
cion. According  to  commune  records,  such 
shops  frequently  had  private  rooms  intended 
"for  games  and  exercise,"  but  which  were  used 
instead  by  boys  for  "immoral"  purposes.  The 
list  of  suspected  meeting  places  for  sodomites  is 
very  long  indeed:  not  only  schools  of  music  and 
gymnastics,  but  also  those  teaching  fencing  and 
the  abacus;  not  just  apothecaries  but  barbers' 
and  pastry  makers'  shops  as  well;  even  the  dark- 
ened porticos  of  some  churches  were  viewed  as 
threatening  rallying  points  for  sodomitical  prac- 
tices, and  were  chained  shut  at  night. 

Ruggiero's  perspective  on  the  night  life  of  fif- 
teenth-century Venice  forces  us  yet  again  to  re- 
think the  question  of  when  sodomite  subcultures 
first  emerged  in  Western  Europe.  Before  the  pub- 


lication of  The  Boundaries  of  Eros,  it  had  been 
widely  assumed  that  such  subcultures  developed 
no  earlier  than  the  late  seventeenth  or  early  eight- 
eenth centuries.  Ruggiero  is  expanding  here  on 
the  developmental  framework  presented  by  John 
Boswell  in  his  1980  opus,  Christianity,  Social 
Tolerance  and  Homosexuality.  Boswell  noted 
that  the  late  Middle  Ages  saw  the  growth  of  an  in- 
creasingly negative  attitude  toward  same-sex 
practices,  and  that  by  the  thirteenth  century  the 
urban  centres  of  Italy  were  most  active  in  repres- 
sing it.  Ruggiero  argues  that  the  fifteenth-century 
subcultures  of  Venice  represented  a  resurgence  of 
activity,  and  that  by  then  "homosexuality  could 
become  a  style  and  a  way  of  life  that  it  had  not 
been  before." 

What  he  also  shows,  however,  is  that  this  new 
visibility  met  with  increased  repression.  The  ris- 
ing number  of  sodomy  persecutions  Ruggiero 
documents  indicate  the  existence  of  a  trend  of  in- 
tolerance which  increasingly  seems  to  have  been 
pan-European  in  scope. 

What  is  heartening  is  the  fact  that  this  tide  of 
intolerance  seems  to  have  had  little  immediate  ef- 
fect on  the  growth  of  sodomite  networks  in  the 
city  of  Venice.  It's  a  lesson  that  we  should  not 
soon  forget.  • 

Michael  Schwarz  is  a  graduate  student  in  history  at 
Princeton  University. 


POEMS 


Beatles,  blood 
and  bourbon 


When  the  cells  start  getting  strange 

there  is  no  way 

to  hold  on  to  the  blood 

you  have  to  go  on 

without  it 

like  Caesar,  like  Marie  Antoinette 

moving  on 

blood  or  no  blood 

C.K.  de  Rugerism 

C.K  de  Rugeris,  who  lives  in  Pleasantville,  NJ,  has 
been  published  in  several  gay  mags,  Including  RFD 
and  James  White  Review. 


toward  I'Androgyne 


young  men 

along  St  Catherine's  Street 

drive  their  jeans 

like  Cadillacs 

through  the  horny  summer  haze 

®  Robin  Metcalfe  1986  m 

Robin  Metcalfe  is  a  Haligonian  who  writes  poetry, 
articles,  stories  and  other  good  things. 


XTRA! 

MORE 


TO  COME! 


In  Xtra!  TBP's 
Toronto  paper. 

What's  on  and  what's  up 
in  the  city  —  movies, 
plays,  conceits,  bar-nights, 
dances,  and  just  about 
everything  else! 

It's  complete,  it's  current, 
and  it's  free  at  these 
locations: 


Theatre  Passe  Muraille  16  Ryerson.  Tarragon 

Theatre  30  Bridgman,  Colby's  5  St  Joseph, 
Backstreet  5  St  Joseph  (upstairs),  Club  Z  HA  St 
Joseph.  Book  City  663  Yongc,  Glad  Day  Book  Shop 
648A  Yonge  (upstairs).  Jocks  488  Yonge  (upstairs),  Trax 
Toronto  529  Yonge,  Chaps  9  Isabella,  Komrad's  I 
Isabella,  Return  of  the  Empire  Cafe  678  Yonge, 
Living  Well  Cafe  692  Yonge,  The  Quest  665  Yonge, 
The  Fare  Exchange  4  Irwin,  Chez  Moi  30  Hayden. 
SI9  Church  St  Community  Centre  519  Church, 
Murphy's  553  Church,  Hassle  Free  Clinic  556 
Church,  Windows  on  Church  562  Church,  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  66  Wellesley  E  (upstairs). 
Church  St  Cafe  485  Church,  This  Ain't  The 
Rosedale  Library  483  Church,  East  Side  Cafe  7 
Mainland.  Altered  States  471  Church.  The  457  457 
Church,  The  Barn  83  Granby.  Les  Cavaliers  418 
Church,  Oscar's  177  Church,  Buddy's  370  Church. 
The  Club  Baths  231  Mutual,  Pimblett's  249  Gerrard 
E.  Dress  Rehearsal  473  1/2  Parliament.  Peter  Brown 
Travel  546  Parliament,  Purple  Onion  547  Parliament. 
Lipstick  580  Parliament.  The  Selby  Hotel  (Boot's 
and  Bud's  at  The  Selby)  592  Sherbourne.  Catnaps 
246  Sherbourne,  Yofi's  19  Baldwin,  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  73  Harbord,  Courage  My  Love  14 
Kensington,  Cinema  Lumiere  290  College,  Burken 
Guest  House  322  Palmerston,  By  the  Way  Cafe  400 
Bloor  W.  Renaissance  Cafe  509  Bloor  W,  The  Bloor 
Cinema  506  Bloor  W.  Book  City  501  Bloor  W, 
Bathurst  St  Theatre  736  Bathursi  St.  The  Epicure 
Cafe  512  Queen  W,  Bragg  446  Queen  W,  The 
Cameron  408  Queen  W.  The  Rivoli  334  Queen  W, 
Peter  Pan  373  Queen  W,  Raclette  361  Queen  W. 
Pages  Bookstore  256  Queen  W.  Queen  Mother 
Cafe  206  Queen  W.  The  Barracks  56  Widmer. 
Bersani  &  Carlevale  595  Bay.  Show  Biz  3  Gould. 
Score  100  1/2  B  Bond.  Emilio's  127  Queen  E.  Griffon 
Arms  117  Dundas  E.  Chat  Travel  366  Adelaide  E.  18 
East  Hotel  (Tool  Box)  18  Eastern.  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  2029  Gerrard  E,  Priape  1661  Ste 
Catherine.  Montreal 


Pick  it  up  when 
you  go  out 
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What  can  you 
do  in  the 
country? 


TERATURE 


sauna 

hot  tub 

hike 

bike 

dine 

glide 

read 

relax 

listen  to  the  quiet 

forget  your  troubles 

get  happy 

talk  to  the  animals 

meet  your  friends 
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Manfred's  Meadow  Guest  House, 
R.  R.  #1, 

Grand  Valley,  Ontario,  Canada 
LON  1G0 


%/-■ 


(519)  925-5306 

(416)  223-4714 

VISA  &  MasterCard  accepted. 

Brochure  available. 


A  catalogue  of  passions 

Documenting  the personal  records  oj "pleasure 


Obsessions:  Enquete  sur  les  delires  amoureux, 

by  Jean-Luc  Hennig.  Albin  Michel  (22,  rue 
Huyghens,  Paris,  75014),  1985.  95  French 
Francs. 

John  Taylor  • 

Jean-Luc  Hennig  has  just  published  Ob- 
sessions: Enquete  sur  les  delires  am- 
oureux,  the  fourth  in  a  series  of  books  devoted,  to 
use  the  author's  own  words,  "to  a  few  of  the  im- 
pure passions  of  our  times."  The  preceding  vol- 
umes are  entitled  Garcons  de  passe  (1978), 
Morgue  (1979)  and  Le  Voyeur  (1981).  Hennig  is  al- 
so the  co-author  ofLesjuges  kaki  (with  Mireille 


ous  obsessions,  to  monomaniacal  passions  which 
bear  them  off  to  the  very  depths  of  their  souls, 
sometimes  even  to  blood  and  cruelty."  Besides  the 
several  interviews  with  sadomasochists  and  fetish- 
ists are  those  conducted  with  Michel,  a  sexagenar- 
ian who  is  compiling  an  encyclopaedia  "contain- 
ing the  entire  world,"  even  the  banana  used  in  a 
Parisian  production  of  Krapp's  Last  Tape;  with 
Freidl,  whose  passion  is  to  photograph  herself, 
thousands  and  thousands  of  times  over;  and  with 
Raphael,  who  has  lived  under  the  strict  regimen  of 
an  integriste  monastery,  where  he  observed  several 
of  his  fellow  seminarists  infused  with  an  erotic  love 
for  the  images  of  Christ.  The  most  extraordinary 
document  is  superficially  the  most  invariably  ba- 
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...anytime. 


Debard,  preface  by  Michel  Foucault,  1977)  and 
Les  Francois  de  la  home  (with  Guy  Hocquen- 
ghem,  1983).  Like  the  other  three  works  in  the  se- 
ries, Obsessions  is  a  collection  of  "portraits,"  23 
in  number,  based  on  interviews,  letters,  diary  pas- 
sages and  other  documents,  some  of  which  were 
previously  published  in  the  now  defunct  literary 
review,  Lefou  parte. 

In  Obsessions,  Hennig  gives  voice  to  those  who 
"by  defiance  or  fate  dedicate  themselves  to  amor- 


nal:  a  passage  from  the  note  book  of  Monsieur 
Edouard,  a  bachelor  living  in  Tours,  who  kept  log 
of  his  nearly  daily  meetings  with  Mmc  Georgina 
Gatineau,  a  prostitute,  in  the  following  fashion: 
I  saw  Georgina  Gatineau  on  Friday,  Nowmher 
30  on  the  rue  de  Grande  Marche,  near  the  rue 
du  FVlit-St-Martin.  around  4:30  in  the  after- 
noon and  gave  her  2000  Francs. 

I  saw  Georgina  Gatineau  on  Monday,  DecCD 
bcr  3,  around  twenty  to  (he  in  the  owning.  She 


came  to  see  me,  rue  du  Champ-de-Mars. 

I  saw  Georgina  Gatineau  on  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 4,  around  8:45  in  the  morning,  at  her  house, 
and  gave  her  3000  Francs... 

In  the  notebook  passage  which  Hennig  quotes 
there  are  over  two  hundred  such  entries,  devoid  of 
the  slightest  sentiment  or  description. 

Many  of  the  sexual  obsessions  expressed  are  of 
a  bisexual  nature.  Distinguishing  between  the  in- 
terviews or  documents  strictly  concerned  with  ho- 
mosexual or  heterosexual  relationships  (or  phan- 
tasms) is  thus  not  always  possible,  or  appropriate. 
Hennig  interviews  Alain,  so  obsessed  with  his 
male  lovers'  hairstyles  that  he  has  compiled  a  lex- 
icon defining  to  the  most  specific  details,  inventing 
words  where  necessary,  the  various  ways  in  which 
hair  grows,  at  the  nape  of  the  neck,  at  the  frontal 
hairline,  along  the  ears.  Hennig  prints  Oswald's 
desperate  love  letters  to  Manuel,  a  Portuguese  ma- 
son who  has  become  the  sole  passion  of  his  life  and 
whom  he  intends,  nonetheless  to  flee,  surrepti- 
tiously. He  interviews  Manolo,  a  night-duty  male 
nurse  who  describes  the  eroticism  of  massaging 
and  exercising  back  to  life  the  body  of  Jean-Pierre, 
smashed  up  in  an  automobile  accident. 

The  reader  himself  becomes,  like  Proust  ob- 
serving M  de  Charlus,  a  sort  of  voyeur  peeping 
through  an  oeil-de-boeuf  at  obsessions  which  in 
most  cases  will  be  foreign,  and  in  some  cases  even 
disgusting  to  him.  But  even  in  the  latter  cases  (such 
as  Daniel  G's  monologue  on  how  to  torture  a  20- 
year-old  woman)  there  is  much,  as  Proust  knew,  to 
be  learned.  What  must  be  emphasized  is  Hennig' s 
ability  to  draw  out  the  logic  inherent  in  such  obses- 
sions, to  get  the  interviewee  to  explain,  in  his  own 
terms,  why  he  considers  it  perfectly  logical  to  put 
on  a  pair  of  heels  and  nylon  stockings,  or  to  wish 
to  be  burnt  by  lighted  candles,  or  to  pursue,  for 
years  on  end,  the  elusive  otter  which  he  has  "seen 
three  times  but  never  touched."  In  his  introduc- 
tion, Hennig  distinguishes  three  factors  common 
to  the  sundry  obsessions  he  has  gleaned: 

1)  A  moral  conduct  based  on  withdrawal  and 
invisibility:  in  order  to  experience  their  passions 
(...),  they  take  refuge,  they  circumscribe  their 
passions  in  secret,  they  defend  them  behind 
chicanery  and  salient  angles.  2)  A  strategy  of 
rules,  of  rigorous  protocol,  of  methodical 
passion  (which  sometimes  is  entirely  reduced  to 
the  text  of  the  prescription  for  action,  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  to  the  sadistic  ritual  or 
spiritual  exercise);  no  people  are  more  dissimi- 
lar to  the  partisans  of  amorous  spontaneity,  of 
inconstancy,  of  surprise;  everything  is  coded, 
meticulously,  maniacally,  in  the  working  out  of 
the  amorous  relationships.  3)  An  esthetic  of 
detachment  and  distance,  achieved  by  means  of 
the  staging  of  their  own  scenarios,  by  means  of 
the  dramatization  of  their  emotional  agitation, 
by  means  of  their  peculiar  way  of  confiding  in 
others,  of  writing  about  their  obsessions,  of 
keeping  the  evidence  and  the  proof,  of  trans- 
cribing their  torments. .." 

Barely  within  the  limits  of  the  describable,  the  acts 
and  lifestyles  evoked  in  Obsessions  —  so  Hennig 
makes  clear  in  his  brief  prefaces  to  each  document 
—  are  beyond  the  realms  of  the  analysable.  The 
author  expresses  wonder  that  in  a  society  marked 
by  its  absence  of  passion  —  "a  society  full  of  soft- 
ware, relaxation  and  humour"  —  such  pariahs 
can  be  found  at  all,  these  "social  outcasts  still  ca- 
pable of  creating  scandal,"  these  "excluded  indivi- 
duals upon  whom  the  anathcnui  Us."  "It  is  in 
their  corseted  existences,"  writes  Hennig,  "in  their 
gestures  repeated  ad  infinitum,  meticulously  done 
up,  in  their  lives  moiKiMically  and  mystically  at- 
tached to  detail,  in  their  methodical  arrangements 
and  neatly  folded  pleasures,  that  spring  up  in  fact, 
without  warning,  our  most  archaic  tollies,  our 
most  inexplicable  beliefs.  "• 

John  Tavlor  is  an  American  writ, r  ami  imnslulor  cur- 
rrnllv  living  in  Rub 
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Looking  at  the  life  of  Byron 
in  a  new  light 

Scholar  Louis  Crompton  argues  that  Lord  Byron  was 
one  of  the  victims  of  early  19th  century  homophobia. 


Byron  and  Greek  Love:  Homophobia  in  1 9th 
Century  England  by  Louis  Crompton.  Univer- 
sity of  California  Press.  $28.50  US. 

Richard  Dellamora  • 

W9k  the  19th  century,  the  name  of  Lord 
I  Byron  was  synonymous  with  the  fig- 
ure of  the  poet-as-womanizer.  This  reputation 
was  shadowed,  however  by  rumours  of  sexual 
perversity:  Byron  was  said  to  have  committed  in- 
cest with  his  half-sister,  Augusta  Leigh.  Even 


Giraud,  in  Greece.  He  received  material  assis- 
tance from  Byron  as  did  Lukas  Chalandrutsanos 
during  the  final  months  of  Byron's  life.  He  pro- 
vided Lukas  and  his  family  with  a  great  deal  of 
money.  Lukas,  however,  did  not  reciprocate  the 
sexual  aspect  of  Byron's  regard;  and  the  relation 
appears  to  have  been  a  painful  and  humiliating 
one  for  Byron. 

Besides  these  connections,  there  were  many 
transient  ones,  frankly  physical,  about  which 
Byron  boasted  in  letters  sent  home  to  his  Cam- 
bridge friends.  Three  of  these  were  homosexual, 


-- 


| 

X 

X 

o 
£■ 

S 

1 

m 

I 


Lord  Byron:  His  name  was  synonymous  with 

worse,  gossip  had  it  that  he  was  bisexual. 

In  retrospect,  gossip  has  turned  out  to  be  cor- 
rect. Byron's  most  positive  relationship  with  a 
woman  may  well  have  been  with  Augusta:  and, 
yes,  he  did  sleep  with  her.  As  well,  both  early  and 
late  in  his  short  life  of  36  years,  he  did  have  homo- 
sexual experiences  and  romantic  relationships 
with  young  men.  The  experience  probably  began 
at  his  school,  Harrow.  The  most  serious  relation 
began  just  after  he  went  up  to  Cambridge.  In  Octo- 
ber 1 805  he  met  John  Edlestone,  at  1 5  a  member  of 
Trinity  College  choir  and  a  boy  of  humble  back- 
ground who  later  undertook  a  career  in  business  in 
London.  Secretly  and  chastely,  Byron  fell  in  love 
—  and  the  feeling  was  reciprocated.  Later  he  of- 
fered to  help  Edlestone  financially.  After  Byron 
left  for  the  Orient,  he  received  word  that  Edlestone 
had  been  arrested  by  police  in  London  on  a  morals 
charge.  Shortly  thereafter,  Edlestone  died. 

Although  Edlestone  remained  the  touchstone 
of  Byron's  affections  for  males,  other  adolescents 
of  modest  background  followed.  He  took  abroad 
with  him  handsome,  young  Robert  Rushton  as 
his  page.  After  sending  Rushton  home,  Byron 
became  intimate  with  a  schoolboy,  Nicolo 


the-poet-as-womanizer 

and  their  mutual  support  and  gossipy  bonding 
were  yet  another  feature  of  Byron's  life  as  a  ho- 
mosexual. While  he  was  still  abroad,  one  of  these 
friends,  the  irrepressible  Charles  Matthews, 
drowned  while  swimming  in  the  Cam.  The  loss 
was  a  serious  one. 

When  Byron  returned  to  England,  he  made 
some  serious  mistakes:  first,  his  soon-to-be-regret- 
ted liaison  with  Lady  Caroline  Lamb  and  then,  in 
1814,  his  marriage  to  a  woman  determined  to 
reform  him.  The  marriage  failed  at  once.  Only 
during  his  exile  in  Italy  did  he  sustain  a  durable 
relationship  with  a  woman,  Theresa  Guiccioli. 

Early  19th  century  England  was  distinguished 
among  Western  countries  by  its  malice  towards 
homosexuals.  Louis  Crompton,  the  author  of 
Byron  and  Greek  Love,  emphasizes  the  fact  that 
60  men  were  hanged  in  England  between  1800 
and  1830.  Another  20  were  hung  under  naval 
regulations.  Almost  as  horrendous  was  the  bru- 
tality and  mass  spectacle  of  the  pillories.  The 
public  character  of  these  displays  underlies  the 
significance  of  the  regulation  of  homosexual  con- 
duct as  a  symbol  of  social  order.  Crompton  asso- 
ciates these  phenomena  with  xenophobia  during 
the  Napoleonic  period  and,  more  generally,  with 
British  imperialism .  The  regular  execution  of  ho- 
mosexuals was  also  a  relatively  easy  way  for  offi- 


cials to  respond  to  the  lobbying  of  Samuel 
Wilberforce's  Society  for  the  Supression  of  Vice. 
Doing  so  was  more  convenient  than,  say,  outlaw- 
ing slavery  in  England,  another  one  of  Wilber- 
force's obiectives.  Slavery  remained  legal  in  En- 
gland until  1833. 

The  wealthy  and  the  titled  did  not  escape  at- 
tempted prosecution  under  the  law.  A  number  of 
cases  involving  prominent  people  occurred  during 
Byron's  lifetime.  And  even  more  common  was  li- 
bel in  the  press  or  private  attempts  at  blackmail. 

In  contrast,  in  the  most  novel  part  of  the  book, 
Crompton  for  the  first  time  discusses  the  unpub- 
lished writing  of  Jeremy  Bentham  on  the  subject 
of  homosexuality.  Bentham,  founder  of  the 
philosophical  movement  known  as  Utilitarian- 
ism, believed  that  homosexual  acts  betwen  con- 
senting adults  should  be  effectively  decriminal- 
ized. He  assembled  notes  on  the  subject  at  the  age 
of  26  in  1774,  completed  a  long  essay  in  1785, 
then  returned  to  the  topic  and  wrote  hundreds  of 
pages  more  between  1814  and  1816.  In  1824,  at 
the  age  of  76,  he  was  still  writing  about  reforming 
the  law.  This  writing  has  two  aspects.  First  there 
is  an  element  of  rational  analysis.  He  argues  that 
homophobia  originates  in  religious  fear  and  a 
craving  for  social  order.  The  occasional  sacrifice 
of  homosexuals  helps  sustain  the  status  quo.  Sec- 
ondly and  particularly  in  the  later  writing,  Ben- 
tham becomes  a  major  homosexual  mythmaker. 
He  argues  that  homosexual  practices  are  more 
useful  than  heterosexual  intercourse  insofar  as 
they  produce  pleasure  while  avoiding  the  dangers 
of  overpopulation,  unwanted  offspring,  abor- 
tion, and  infanticide.  He  also  speaks  positively 
about  love  between  teachers  and  students.  In  a 
later  manuscript,  in  which  he  attacks  the  body- 
hatred  to  St.  Paul,  Bentham  argues  not  only  that 
Christ  tolerated  homosexuality  but  also  that  he 
himself  may  well  have  been  a  homosexual. 

Crompton's  treatment  of  English  homopho- 
bia and  of  Bentham's  rational  (and  mythic) 
counterattack  provides  the  context  for  the  bio- 
graphical treatment  of  Byron.  Bigotry,  persecu- 
tion, and  fear  of  exposure  help  account  for  his  life 
in  exile,  for  his  paranoia,  and  for  some  of  the  mis- 
takes that  he  made  in  choosing  partners.  On  the 
other  hand,  Bentham's  analysis  of  homophobia 
provides  the  rational  answer  to  prejudice  that  By- 
ron instinctively  felt  but  which  he  was  unable  to 
articulate. 

This  "solution"  to  the  questions  implicit  in 
Byron's  struggles,  however,  leaves  most  of  them 
unanswered.  Crompton  does  not  show  that  By- 
ron's experience  of  homosexuality  affected  his 
best  writing  in  important  ways.  Nor  is  there  evi- 
dence that  Byron  was  able  to  link  his  political  lib- 
eralism with  sensitivity  to  the  social  and  legal  sta- 
tus of  women  or  to  his  own  sexual  preferences. 
And,  presumably  in  order  to  emphasize  the  ob- 
jective character  of  Bentham's  analysis,  Cromp- 
ton refrains  from  drawing  the  obvious  conclusion 
that  Bentham's  obsessive  return  to  the  subject  of 
homosexuality  was  matched  by  a  long,  slow  pro- 
cess of  forging  a  gay  identity  for  himself.  In  those 
times,  he  was  able  to  share  this  awareness  mainly 
with  pen  and  paper  in  the  privacy  of  his  study. 
But  one  hopes  that  he  communicated  with  some 
at  least  of  his  intimate  associates.  Very  likely  he 
felt  compelled  to  lead  a  celibate  life  lest  he  dis- 
credit the  public  philosophy  of  pleasure  that  he 
bequeathed  to  19th  century  social  thought.  Nev- 
ertheless, his  self-affirmation  was  of  a  sort  heroic. 
Louis  Crompton,  who  has  been  a  pioneer  of  gay 
studies  in  North  America,  deserves  credit  for 
bringing  Bentham's  writings  on  homosexuality 
to  attention.  His  interest  in  homosexual  pleasure 
places  in  a  new  light  the  philosophical  tradition  of 
Utilitarianism.* 

©  Richard  Dellamora,  1985 
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Show  us  your  strength 

TBP  is  looking  for  women  and  men  who  are 
interested  in  sharpening  their  skills  in  writing, 
editing  or  corresponding.  And  who  want  to 
have  a  mighty  good  time  doing  it. 
Interested? 


SMALL  PRESS 


THE  THIRD  TEXT 

David  MacLean  • 

Moderns  in  love 

The  love  story  is  an  ancient  entity;  it  wraps  itself 
around  our  everyday  understanding  of  the  world 
as  one  of  the  "givens"  we  collectively  accept, 
such  as  eating  and  breathing.  Sex  is  also  to  be 
found  on  this  behavioural  list  we  carry  around  in 
our  back  pockets  as  a  guide  to  that  land  mass 
called  "experience."  Where  there  exist  two  peo- 
ple there  also  exists  the  possibility  of  contact 
and  the  folklore  of  relationships  handed  down  to 
us  over  the  centuries  has  produced  archives  of 
myth  and  legend  about  this  nebulous  thing  called 
"love."  For  gay  men,  who  for  years  had  nothing 
but  heterosexual  models  to  look  to,  what  is  the  es- 
sence of  the  love  story  when  it  is  translated  into 
one  that  has  two  men  as  the  lovers  in  the  garden? 

In  my  year  of  reviewing  books  for  this  paper  I 
have  read  many  novels,  collections  of  poetry  and 
short  stories  that  have  dealt,  in  one  way  or  anoth- 
er, with  the  pursuit  of,  struggle  with,  or  fall  from 
this  thing  we  call  "love."  In  fact,  there  exist  vol- 
umes of  gay  novels  that  re-map  this  territory  but 
often  what  we  get  is  simply  the  retracing  of  the 
familiar  routes  —  the  known  highways  are  the 
safe  highways.  The  result  of  all  this  tire  wear  is  not 
good  writing,  but  it  does  sell  books.  There  are 
many  who  would  argue  with  me  that  there  is  a 
very  important  place  for  the  gay  "pulp"  novel, 
that  it  serves  the  purpose  of  reaching  out  to  those 
who  have  little  access  to  gay  socialization.  In  fact, 
most  of  these  torrid  little  novels  about  the  profes- 
sor who  falls  in  love  with  his  student,  or  the  gay 
detective  who  fights  crime  like  a  man  and  loves 
like  one  too,  or  the  ones  about  the  young  beauty 
banished  from  the  high  life  in  Manhattan  who 
must  now  find  the  true  meaning  of  love  in  the 
arms  of  a  football  player  are  bought  by  urban  gay 
men  to  be  read  on  the  beach,  on  the  bus  or  in  a 
cafe.  These  books  serve  a  purpose  all  right,  the 
same  purpose  Harlequin  novels  serve  —  to  ro- 
manticize and  mystify  the  modern  love  relation- 
ship. I  hesitate  to  call  them  trash,  but  I  don't  hes- 
itate to  say  that  most  of  this  writing  misses  by  a 
long  shot  being  included  in  the  realm  of  "litera- 
ture" because  it  is  not  original,  not  inspired  and 
not  an  honest  exploration  of  the  real  complexities 
of  homosexual  relationships. 

There  have  been  some  works  that  tried  to  find 
new  ways  to  talk  about  sex,  love  and  the  modern 
urban  dilemma  and  it  was  these  that  I  felt  it  was 
important  to  single  out  because  if  gay  men  want 
to  claim  a  literature  of  their  own,  then  these  dis- 
tinctions will  have  to  be  made. 

This  is  going  to  be  my  final  column  for  the  time 
being  as  I  have  a  number  of  projects  I  will  be 
working  on  over  the  summer.  I  am  shooting  a  vid- 
eotape in  July  and  working  on  producing  a  play 
for  the  fall  and,  as  was  the  case  this  time  around,  I 
find  myself  at  the  typewriter  on  the  day  of  my 
deadline  avoiding  answering  the  phone.  Thomas 
Andrew  Keith  will  be  carrying  on  with  the  col- 
umn for  the  summer.  Before  I  leave  you  for  the 
summer  I  thought  it  appropriate  to  go  out  talking 
about  a  book  which  I  feel  exemplifies  the  form  of 
the  new  gay  writing  I  have  been  referring  to. 

In  an  exploration  of  the  modern  gay  man's 
search  for  love  and  comfort  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountain  of  sexual  desire,  Robert  Gluck  has 
brought  us  not  only  a  new  version  of  the  love 
story,  but  a  book  that  questions  the  very  act  and 
purpose  of  perception  itself.  Jack  the  \foderni\i 


is  a  number  of  things  at  the  same  time.  The  story 
teller  is  a  guy  called  Bob  who  it  appears  is  Gliick 
himself.  Bob  attends  a  weekly  writing  workshop 
and,  through  the  activity  of  writing,  he  attempts 
to  uncover  the  "meaning"  of  his  unquenchable 
desire  and  also  the  "meaning"  of  existence  itself. 
The  object  through  which  Bob  attempts  to  find 
himself  reflected  is  a  man  called  Jack  —  the  Jack 
of  the  title  who  is  the  embodiment  of  modernism, 
as  Gliick  sees  it,  because  Jack  is  in  a  constant 
state  of  flux,  unable  to  pin  down,  like  the  ever- 
changing  world  around  him  which,  it  seems, 
serves  only  to  mock  Bob's  search  for  stability  and 
warmth.  Jack  is  both  the  serpent  and  the  saint  in 
Bob's  garden.  He  offers  Bob  little  more  than  his 
presence  alone,  but  that  is  enough  for  Bob  to  at- 
tach a  rope  to  and  begin  climbing  into  the  future. 
How  can  Jack  and  I  be  so  united  in  play  yet 
share  no  other  base?  Our  conversations  are 
packed  with  subject  matter  but  devoid  of  fu- 
ture. A  future:  will  I  know  Jack's  age  then?  — 
will  he  arrive  for  dinner  on  time?  Will  we  relin- 
quish the  pleasures  of  cultural  nuance  for  less 
upholstered  sexuality  where  boundaries  are 
really  in  question  and  the  self  returns  refresh- 
ed? In  the  vacuum  made  by  Jack's  lack  of  story 
I  project  a  likeness  and  tangle  my  heartstrings 
around  it. 

Jack  moves  in  and  out  of  Bob's  consciousness  but 
never  leaves  it.  Through  the  advice  of  friends,  for- 
ays into  altered  sexual  experience  and  the  exam- 
ple of  literary  tradition,  Bob  pulls  himself  along 
certain  that  if  he  cannot  "have"  Jack,  then  he  will 
at  least  acquire  some  knowledge.  Gliick  plays 
with  the  device  of  the  ancient  searcher  and  some 
of  the  book's  most  enjoyable  passages  are  those 
which  describe  Bob's  stream  of  consciousness  as 
he  sails  toward  the  outer  rim  of  experience.  This  is 
where  Jack  the  Modernist  moves  into  territory 
that,  while  challenging,  is  extremely  satisfying. 
The  book  points  to  how  life  itself  has  no  structure 
but  is  merely,  as  Bob  discovers,  an  attempt  to 
keep  the  constantly  changing  currents  from  tip- 
ping the  boat  over.  If  they  do,  you'd  better  be  able 
to  swim.  Desire  begets  desire,  as  Bob  sees  it: 
"The  more  you  get  fucked  the  more  you  want  it; 
eventually  the  pornographic  'hungry  hole'  be- 
comes merely  accurate."  The  search  for  under- 
standing through  the  sexual  encounter  and  the 
use  of  the  body  as  marker  for  all  inner  experience 
brings  Bob  to  a  place  that  is  more  like  another  be- 
ginning than  an  end  —  which  again  is  much  like 
life  itself.  Jack  the  Modernist  is  a  book  that  talks 
about  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  simple  answer 
about  the  meaning  of  love,  homosexual  desire  or 
existence  itself,  but  it  describes  the  search  for  that 
understanding  beautifully,  creating  a  language 
all  its  own.  Bob  cannot  "have"  Jack,  in  as  much 
as  we  cannot  lay  claim  to  anything  in  life  except 
our  own  desire;  the  recording  of  that  desire  is  per- 
haps the  only  real  story.  "We  are  modern,  sleek, 
with  an  arched  waist  echoed  by  huge  Deco  arcs  to 
an  infinity  of  longing."  Robert  Gliick  has  created 
a  very  modern  love  story  with  a  vision  that  is 
unique  and  voluptuous  but,  like  the  central  ob- 
ject of  desire  that  is  Jack,  it  disappears  and  be- 
comes something  else  when  you  get  close  to  defin- 
ing it,  leaving  you  wanting  more.* 

Jack  (he  Modernist  by  Robert  Gluck.  Seahorse  Books 
(GqyPrtSSeSQf  V(-»  )ork.  Box  294,  I  illagc  Station, 
V)   V)  10014).  $7.95(1  S) 
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AND  THE  CHANCE  TO  HAVE  YOUR  PHOTOGRAPHS  ON  EXHIBIT 

IN  A  TORONTO  GALLERY!! 


ELEBRATE  GAY  LIFE  '86 


In  celebration  of  The  Body  Pontic's  15th  year  of 
publishing,  we  are  devoting  ourfirst  national  photo 
contest  to  a  celebration  of  gay  life  in  1986. 

So  grab  your  camera,  a  roll  of  film,  and  get  snap- 
ping! There's  a  lot  to  celebrate  in  gay  life,  and  we  want 
you  to  show  us  just  how  much  there  is. 

Maybe  it's  the  final  inning  excitement  of  a  lesbian 
softball  game.  Or  the  fevered  motion  of  the  dance 
floor.  You  celebrate  your  gay  life  through  a  thousand 
different  erotic  moments  —  capture  the  passion  of  it, 
capture  the  tenderness  of  it,  and  send  it  to  us.  There's 
the  turmoil  of  political  struggle,  the  courage  of 
thousands  in  the  face  of  AIDS,  the  dignity  of  age  and 
the  effervescence  of  youth  —  all  that  and  more  is  part 
of  gay  life  as  we  know  it. 


We  want  you  to  capture  it,  to  share  with  the 
thousands  of  Body  Politic  readers  coast  to  coast. 

First  prize  is  $300.00.  Second  prize  is  $200.00  and 
third  prize,  $100.00.  And  even  if  you  don't  win  a  prize, 
your  work  may  be  selected  to  appear  in  a  Toronto 
gallery  as  part  of  a  show  sponsored  by  The  Body 
Politic  on  the  theme  of  gay  life. 

Send  as  many  entries  as  you  like  to: 

Body  Politic  Photo  Contest 

Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W1X9. 

Just  do  it  before  August  31,  and  you  could  be 
sharing  your  view  of  gay  life  with  thousands  of  other 
gay  people  coast  to  coast.  This  is  a  year  of  celebration 
for  us.  And  we  want  you  to  be  part  of  it. 


THE  RULES 

1.  Photographs  must  be  on  the  theme  of  gay 
life. 

2. Photographs  must  be  black  and  white.  Max- 
imum size  is  9  1/4  inches  wide  by  12  inches 
deep.  Photographs  must  be  submitted  un- 
mounted. On  the  back  of  each  photograph 
entered  you  must  print  your  name,  address 
and  phone  number  Colour  prints  or  slides  are 
not  acceptable. 

3.  All  entries  must  be  received  by  August  31, 
1986. 

4.  Entries  will  not  be  returned.  All  winning 
entrants  agree  that  Pink  Triangle  Press  will 
have  sole  right  to  use  the  winning  photographs 


for  editorial  or  promotion  purposes  without 
compensation  other  than  proper  credit  to  the 
photographer. 

5.  Entrants  guarantee  that  photographs  submit- 
ted have  not  been  previously  published  and  are 
not  subject  to  any  copyright  other  than  the 
entrant's.  Signed  releases  must  be  available  for 
photographs  showing  recognizable  person(s). 

6.  Names  of  the  winners  and  the  winning 
photographs  will  be  published  in  the  November 
and  December  1986  issues  of  The  Body 
Politic. 

7.  Entrants  agree  that  their  work  may  appear, 
without  compensation,  in  a  public  art  gallery 
as  part  of  a  show  on  the  theme  of  contem- 
porary gay  life.  If  their  work  is  selected  to 


appear,  entrants  will  be  informed  and  work  will 
be  properly  credited. 

8.  Employees  of  Pink  Triangle  Press  and  staff 
photographers  for  The  Body  Politic  and  Xtra 
are  not  eligible.  A  staff  photographer  is  defined 
as  someone  whose  name  has 

appeared  on  the  masthead  of  The  Body  Politic 
or  Xtra  after  February  28,  1986. 

9.  Judges'  decision  is  final.  Prizes  must  be 
accepted  as  awarded. 

10.  Entries  must  be  mailed  to:  Body  Politic 
Photo  Contest,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1X9.  Pink  Triangle  Press  accepts  no 
liability  for  loss  or  damage  of  entries. 


CANADA'S     FINEST.    ALL     MALE     HOTEL 


AIR  CLIMATISE        PRIVATE  BATHS 
CONTINENTAL  BREAKFAST       TERRASSE 


COLOR  TV.     DIRECT  DIAL  TELEPHONES 
SUN  DECK       DOUCHES  COM  M  UN  AUT  AIRES 


minimi 

':;:: 

107  0,   RUE    MACKAY,    MONTREAL 


H  3  G 


2  H  1 


(5  14)        8  7  8-9393 
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EXPERIENCE  THE  WILD 

Or  the  tame.  From  bicycle  day  tours  in  the  city 
to  white-water  canoeing,  skydiving, 
hiking  and  horse  back  riding... 
The  Out  and  Out  alternative  - 
get  involved. 


AESTHETERA 


YOU'VE  GOT  IT  MADE 
with 

MARLENE  and  PAT" 

THOROUGH 
CLEANING  SERVICES 

TO  FIT 
YOUR  REQUIREMENTS 


•BONDED 
FRIENDLY  WITH  PETS 


653-0953 


Jonathan  E.  Fedder 


BARRISTER,  SOLICITOR 
&  NOTARY  PUBLIC 


for  the  general  practise  of  law 


Suite  300,  243  Queen  St.  West 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5V  IZ4 

(416)977-7464 


The  Sisters  are  presently  re-evaluating  their  relevance  to 

the  community.  Your  input  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Write  to  us  and  let  us  know  what  you  think  of  us. 

Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  Drawer  OPI  -  Post  Office  Box  #7289 

Postal  Station  "A".  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W  1X9  photo  jakePeterr, 


PINK  DREAMS    PINK  POSTAGE 


Writing  a  play,  a  poem,  or  fiction  —  submitting  it 
to  a  competition,  and  winning.  The  stuff  that 
dreams  are  made  of,  or  reality.  We  all  think  at 
times,  what  it  would  be  like  to  actually  write 
something  and  have  it  published  somewhere  — 
have  it  performed  somewhere.  And  now  the  op- 
portunity has  come  for  some  of  us  to  realize  this 
dream.  The  summer  has  brought  out  many  liter- 
ary competitions;  a  few  that  some  of  the  readers 
will  be  very  interested  in. 

The  Meridian  Gay  Theatre  in  New  York  has 
announced  their  seventh  annual  Jane  Chambers 
Memorial  International  Gay  Playwriting  Con- 
test. Complete  full  length  plays,  as  well  as  one-act 
plays  will  be  considered.  Entries  must  have  a  gay 
character,  or  an  overall  gay  theme.  Plays  submit- 
ted must  be  in  English  and  must  not  have  pre- 
viously been  produced  in  the  New  York  area. 
Deadline  for  all  entires  is  October  1, 1986.  A  de- 
cision will  be  made  on  the  winning  plays  by  Feb- 
ruary, 1987.  Winning  works  shall  receive  a  staged 
reading  in  the  Meridian  Gay  Theatre's  Play- 
wrights and  Directors  Series  in  the  spring  of  1987 
—  taking  place  in  New  York  City.  Anyone  inter- 
ested in  the  competition  should  write  for  more  in- 
formation to  the  Meridian  Theatre  Playwrights 
and  Directors  Group,  Box  294,  Village  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  what  my  opinion  may  be  worth,  I  think 
that  Mandate  is  on  of  the  classier  "meat"  mags 
on  the  market.  And  as  of  the  July  issue,  it  seems 
that  they  are  entering  the  realm  of  the  literary 
elite.  Possibly.  Editor-in-Chief  Freeman  Gunther 
has  announced  a  fiction  contest  with  a  top  prize 
of$2000. 

At  Mandate  we  believe  that  the  brain  is  the 
most  potent  sex  organ  of  all.  Sensuality  begins 
in  the  mind,  with  an  idea,  an  image,  a  concept. 
Our  aim  is  to  enlarge  the  self-imposed  boun- 
daries of  gay  literature  to  demonstrate  that 
writing  of  equal  quality  can  enrich,  inspire, 
and  arouse. 
All  submissions  will  be  considered  for  publica- 
tion in  the  magazine.  There  is  also  a  second  prize 
of  $500.  Those  interested  can  either  pick  up  the 
July  issue  (a  special  Gay  Pride  Month  Issue),  or 
write  Mandate  Magazine  ,155  Avenue  of  the  Am- 
ericas, New  York,  NY  10013,  for  further  details. 
Deadlines  for  entries  is  December  31,  1986  and 
the  contest  winners  will  be  announced  in  mid 
1987.  Who  knows,  maybe  you'll  be  a  winner. 
Then  you'll  have  the  privilege  of  having  Canada 
Customs  tell  you  that  no  one  up  here  will  be  able 
to  read  it! 

The  Caddo  Writing  Centre  publishes  three 
books  of  interest  to  writers  with  the  competitive 
streak  in  them.  There  is  a  Contest  Directory  for 
Poetry,  Fiction/Drama,  and  Non-fiction  —  each 
listing  over  350  perennial  competitions  offering 
2000  different  cash  prizes.  Each  directory  costs 
$9.95  US,  and  is  available  from  Caddo  Writing 
Centre,  Box  37679,  Shreveport,  LA  71133-7679. 
So  whoever  you  are  out  there  —  you  know  who 
you  are,  the  ones  who  read  a  "best-seller"  and 
think,  "I  could  do  better  than  that,"  here's  your 
chance  to  give  it  a  try.  Best  of  luck! 


Didn't  everyone  collect  stamps  when  they  were 
young?  All  those  pretty,  coloured  pieces  of  paper 
that  you  would  spend  hours  looking  at  with  Fa- 
ther or  friends  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  —  remem- 
ber? Some  of  us  have  carried  the  tradition  on  into 
our  golden  years  (over  the  age  of  20)  and  are  now 
known  as  philatelists. 

The  Gertrude  Stein  Philatelic  Society  is  one  of 
the  only  gay  Philatelic  Societies  in  the  world. 
They  offer  full  trading  services,  as  well  as  pub- 
lishing the  International  Gay  Philatelic  Journal. 
Annual  memberships  are  available  for  only  $10 
US  (GSPS,  Box  14665,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114) 
and  back  issues  of  the  journal  are  available. 


PINK  RAGS 

Congratulations  to  the  boys  in  Manchester.  Issue 
one  of  Gay  Life:  The  Magazine  for  the  Gay 
North  has  hit  the  stands  as  of  June.  Formerly 
known  as  the  Mancunian  Gay,  the  magazine  has 
gone  through  a  tremendous  face-lift.  And  now 


that  the  bandages  have  been  removed,  we  have 
another  example  of  up-beat  British  gloss.  The  big 
type  and  layout  remind  me  a  lot  of  The  Face,  City 
Limits,  and  ID.  Great  design  work  by  Ian  Price 
and  Paul  Wishart.  But  great  looks  aren't  the  only 
plus  going  for  this  new  fag-rag.  Inside  you'll  find 
lots  of  interesting  reviews,  interviews,  communi- 
ty events,  and  in  Issue  1,  a  condom  consumer 
guide. 

Anyone  interesting  in  subscribing  to  Guv  /  jfe 
can  write  to  Gay  Life,  Medlock  Publishing,  1-3 
Stevenson  Square,  Manchester  Ml  1DN. 

Thomas  A  ndrew  Keith  • 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40C  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75c  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  S5.00. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  15% .  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20%;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assip  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 
How  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Sin  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 

■  ■■■■■■■■■■■■■a.     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  — and  it's  free. 


^*       a  ■  •       a         ^P»i  m%         ■        r%      %•  a  •     *  ■  •at*         ■  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 

Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic  s  classifieds. 


My  heading  is  ^  GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 


My  text  is 


STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

BOLD 

Maximum  27  characters 


$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8  00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

$10.00 

$10.40 

$10.80 

$11.20 

$11.60 

$12.00 

$12.40 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

$14.80 

$15.20 

$15.60 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

$17.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

$1960 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40c  per  word  (75c  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Deadline  for  the  August  issue 
5  pm,  Wednesday  July  9 

Deadline  for  the  September  issue 
5  pm,  Wednesday  August  6 


Basic  costS                      limes 

number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

Grabber  ($1 5.00  x  number 
Standout(S10.00x  number 
Bold(S5.00xnumber 

of  runs): 
of  runs): 

of  runs): 

Total  cost  before  discounts: 

Discounts 

2runs.  Deduct  15% 
3-4  runs.  Deduct  20% 
5-9 runs.  Deduct 25% 
I0-I2runs. Deduct  30% 

I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  S2. 00 
I '  m  going  to  subscribe  no* .  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  S4.00  per  zipe r  is  sue 

Subscribe! 

I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


.J 

.J 

_J 

.$                 2  IK) 

.J              2.00 

Subtotal  S 

Subtotal  $ 

Canada  J        24.95  CN 

International  $         24.95  US 

Name: 


Address: 


City: 


Prov/Sute: 


Code: 


Total  payment  $ 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9. 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my  Visa  Mastercharge 

Card  number:   


Expiry  date: 


Signature: 


02  BPC076 


shown  below: 


□ 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
MSW  1X9 


Affix 

sufficient 

postage 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It's  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you'd  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  we'll 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 
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Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GAY 
fllATEf 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,  LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  1 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

70  CAMBRIDGE  AVE.,  SUITE  1521, 
TORONTO.  ONTARIO  M4K  2L5 


•  PAPER  HANGING  -  GRASSCLOTHS, 
FABRICS,  MYLARS,  VINYLS 

•  PAINTING 

•  REFINISHING  AND  RESTOREING 
FURNITURE 

Personal  Service  By:  Judy    Mitchell 

(416)  465-8339 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 
B.A.S.  (Finance) 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


REGAN  MORRIS 


M 


POKPEII  NOW 


■  t  ^*>^-t  i 


mm  ■■■■■!■  —■  ■  i-n 


MERCER  UNION 

333  ADELAIDE  ST.  W.  5th  FLOOR  TORONTO  CANADA  M5V1R5  (416)977-1412 


opening  SPitjuitf  15  -juluis  -A"j9 


w 


K 


PERSON  NEEDED  TO  SPEND  summers  on  guesthouse 
operation.  Duties  in  exchange  for  free  board.  Ideal  for 
teacher,  writer,  artist  etc.  Please  call  (416)  822-4484. 

MESSAGES 

WERE  YOU  THERE! 

1923-1930  Protestant  Infants'  Home,  Queen  Mary  Rd;  Mon- 
treal, 1935-1940  St  Laurent  High  School,  St  Laurent  Que; 
1943  May-Oct  RCAF.  St  Johns  Que;  1943-1946  RCAF  126 
Squadron  Spitfire  Reconnaissance  Wing,  Biggin  Hill, 
England  to  Schleswig,  W  Germany;  1946-1950  Sir  Geroge 
Williams  College.  Philip  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Drawer 
G54. 

LOOKING  FOR  LOST  FRIEND.  Will  anyone  who  knows 
the  whereabouts  of  Ed  Robins.  Formerly  of  Niagara  Falls, 
friend  of  Jean  Chadwick.  Please  call  this  No.  (416)  783-0787. 
Urgent. 

TRAVEL 

SANTO  DOMINGO  For  Latin  Lovers.  Free  hotel  newsletter. 
Jack  Edwards,  Box  1987,  Santo  Domingo.  D.R. 
(809)  682-2991. 

NOVA  SCOTIA:  COUNTRY  INN:  Alpine  setting;  antiques. 
Rate:  $25/double.  Brochure.  Drawer  G108. 

TERRIFIC  GAY  SAILING  TORONTO 

CLASSIC,  CAPABLE,  42'  KETCH.  Share  expenses,  meet 
new  people  on  a  regular  or  occasional  basis.  Several  times  per 
week,  day  and  evening.  (416)  461-7924. 

ESCAPE  THE  RAT  RACE!  Room  and  board  in  private  cot- 
tage on  Trent  River.  Swimming,  fishing,  boating,  sun.  Relax 
and  recharge  your  batteries.  Call  Hawk  (705)  653-4493. 

•BRITISH    COLUMBIA"* 

SEASIDE  BED  &  BREAKFAST.  Visit  Expo  86. 1889  Holly- 
wood  Crescent,  Victoria  BC  V8S  1J2. 

VANCOUVER  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

REGISTRY  FOR  GAY/LESBIAN  VISITORS  to  stay  with 
friends.  Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86,  745  Clark  Vancouver 
BC  VSL  3J3.  (604)251-9713.  VISA,  MC,  AMEX. 

EXPO  86  VANCOUVER  BC.  Bed  and  breakfast,  ten  minutes 
to  Expo  site.  $40  per  night  in  gay  home.  Write  Box  65682,  Stn 
F,  Vancouver  BCV5N5K7. 

EXPO  '86,  VANCOUVER.  Accomodation  in  gay  homes. 
$40/pcrson;  $95  for  suite,  sleeps  up  to  four.  Box  4646, 
VMPO,  Vancouver,  BC. 

EXPO  VANCOUVER  ACCOMODATION 

(ONLY)  IN  GAY  HOUSEHOLD.  Ensuite  bath,  walk-in 
closet,  walk-out  patio,  $35  single,  $40  double.  Call 
(604)879-7852. 

GOOD  EXPO  86  home,  $45  double  room.  Call  for  details 
(604)  687-4225. 

EXPO  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

15  MINUTE  WALK  TO  EXPO  grounds.  2  blocks  from  Kit- 
silano  Beach.  Comfort  and  convenience  for  one  or  two.  $60 
Canadian.  Micheal  and  Greig.  1849  Creelman  Ave,  Van- 
couver  BC  V6J1B7.  (604)731-2221.      

EXPO  VANCOUVER 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST  IN  OUR  solarium  or  garden  patio; 
good  neighbourhood,  easy  access  to  Expo.  $40/night,  in- 
cludes continental  breakfast.  Full  breakfast  available. 
(604)  222-1425. 

•MONTREAL* 

MONTREAL  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

ACCOMODATION  in  private  gay  home,  downtown.  $35 
nightly.  Box  601,  Montreal  QC  H2L  4LS.  (514)  521-2238. 

MONTREAL  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

DEAR  DISCRIMINATING  TRAVELLER:  If  you  knew  so- 
meone who  has  been  a  guest  in  our  home,  we  would  not  have 
to  run  this  ad.  Comfortable  accomodation  with  private  bath, 
gourmet  breakfasts;  non-smokers  welcome.  Info:  Alex, 
(514)  844-9218.  (Visitor  services  and  guides  available). 

•NEW     ENGLAND^ 

NEW  ENGLAND 

BED-AND-BREAKFAST  accomodation  in  private  homes 
and  guesthouses.  Contact:  New  England  Lavender  Hospital- 
ity, Box  3757,  Plymouth,  MA  02361.  (617)747-6354. 


NEW  ENGLAND  COUNTRY  INN 

PEACE  AND  PRIVACY  on  100  scenic  acres  in  New  Hamp- 
shire's White  Mountains.  Charming  rooms,  private  baths. 
Pool  and  hot  tub  at  the  inn  with  antiquing,  hiking,  canoeing, 
golf  and  tennis  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118P, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi, 
Innkeepers. 


Bed  and  Breakfast  $35/night 

Private  location  on  top  of  Blue  Mountain, 

close  to  Wasaga  Beach.  Extensive  grounds, 

comfortable  rooms,  sunporch  and  whirlpool. 

PEAK o  BLUE 
I  MOUNTAIN 
Iguest  RANCH 

P.O.  Box  190,  Collingwood,  Ontario 
Canada  L9Y  3Z5  •  (705)  444-1262 


LAUDERDALE  MANOR  MOTEL 


■£"■ 


SUMMER  SPECIAL:  Canadian  money  AT  PAR 

June  1st  to  October  31st 

2926  Valencia  Street,  Fort  Lauderdale 

Florida  33316,  305-463-3385 


Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saltaire  Moments. 


They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde  stroll,  continue  poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
Into  a  fulfilling  Fort  Lauderdale 
evening.  Visit  us  soon  and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 


Inviting    suites,    efficiencies 
rooms  at  Inviting  rates. 

2831  Vlstamar  Street 
Ft    Lauderdale.  FL  33304 
dUtA  (305)5661689  ■ 

US    1  800231  3432         a 


and 


FORT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH  -^jB 
mmAAmAAM  H 
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•T  ^fc  <■  OCEANSIDE  ACCOMMODATIONS 

3016  ALHAMBRA.  FT    LAUD    FL    33304 
1-800-356-6111  •  IN  FLA    (305)  463-4827 


H 


M      E      S 


•    H    A    M    I    L  T   O    N    • 

SHARE  HOME  WITH  one  other  discreet  male,  own  hV 
ingroom,  bedroom,  bath,  share  kitchen.  All  utilities  included 
in  rent.  Patio,  parking,  near  university.  Available  Sept.  I. 
$250/mo  negotiable.  Harvey,(4l6)522-0762. 

•_T    O    R    O    N    T    O    • 

ACCOMODATION  SOUGHT  Quiei.  clean,  reasonable. 
Annex  to  Riverdale,  shared  or  private  (ie:  flat,  bachelor  or 
large  room)  by  employed,  responsible,  non-smoking  GWM. 
33,  for  August  or  September  1.  References  available.  Drawer 
G89.     

HELP! 

GWF  NEEDS  ONE  or  two  large  rooms  in  home  with  one 
other,  or  stable  couple.  High  Park/Bloor  West  area,  near 
TTC.  Non-smoking,  quid  and  athletic.  financialK  Ran 
Reference  S-uxi  mo  inclusive  (negotiabici.  Ms(7)  \ueustor 

September  1st  Drawer  (172. 
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PHONE 
ULTIMATE 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 


For  Lifeguards,  Surfers. 
Beach  Boys,  etc.,  call  our 
Beach  Line:  302-227-SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M   C  •  VISA  •  AMEX  •  C/B  •  D/C  •  CHECKS 

free  (dll  BdiKs 

Discreet  Killing       Reasonable  Kju-n 

718-204-6666 


CO      ^^                        ^^ 

=       X 

340  Somerset  W..  Ottawa 

jiii 

Wai 

Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 

JUL! 

PRIVATE  LINES 

Telephone  Fantasies 

ALONE? 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  FULFILL 

YOUR  WILDEST  DREAMS. . . 

ANYTHING  YOU  WANT? 

A  CANADIAN  SERVICE 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 
7  AM  TO  2  PM 


5  -  *  I  2  'a  3  -  *  s ;  1 
^iSi **sstt| 
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Sailor  in  the  Wild 


IZ2.Q  £5T}  fiua  SJE~  CATHERINE       0 
MONTREAL  >  QUEBEC        J23  '323? 


Stallion  Cleaners 
is  the  bonded 
and  insured 
cleaning  sen/ice 
that  can  change 
all  that! 


WHAT  A  DUMP! 

Is  your  house  a  wreck? 
Your  apartment  a  gross-out? 
Your  office  an  embarassment? 


WE  REGULARLY: 

Vacuum  rugs,  floors  and 
furniture 

Dust  and  polish  furniture 
Clean  Mirrors 
Remove  smudges  and 
handprints  from  doors,  light 
switches  and  walls 
Empty  ashtrays  and 
wastepaper  baskets 
Clean  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


STALLION  CLEANERS 

Serving  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  A  FREE  ESTIMATE  690-9177 

Leave  message  with  answering  service. 
Calls  returned  within  the  hour. 

References  on  request. 


IN  THE  KITCHEN,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  sink,  outer  surfaces 
of  counter  tops  and  appliances 

•  Wipe  cabinet  doors 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 

IN  BATH  ROOMS,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  tub,  sink,  toilet 
and  tile 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  mirrors 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


OPENINGS 

available  for  part-time,  leading 
to  full-time,  employment. 
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MALE,  45, STEADILY  EMPLOYED,  blue-collar  worker, 
member  of  gay  Softball  league  is  looking  for  a  pleasant  place 
to  live,  close  to  downtown;  smokes,  social  drinker,  prefer 
shared  gay  house.  Bob.  923-9528,  late  evenings. 

ROOMMATE 

QUIET  GWM,  48,  slim,  5'11",  young,  blue  eyes  needs  room- 
mate to  share  large  one  bedroom,  twin  beds.  Parkdale, 
$350/incl.  Completely  funished.  Seeks  single  quiet  GWM 
35  to  45,  not  into  an  affair,  no  drugs,  barflies.  Okay  for 
smoking,  drinking.  J/O,  B/J,  nudity.  Prefer  afternoon  shift 
worker.  Picture  appreciated,  but  not  necessary.  Drawer  G83. 

BEACHES 

BRIGHT  NEW  BASEMENT  one  bedroom  apt,  to  quiet 
individual  or  couple  with  references.  Wall  out  to  private 
garden.  Non-smokers.  Microwave  cooking.  $480/mo  inc. 
690-5757  evenings  or  weekends. 

GREAT  HOUSE  TO  SHARE 

GAY  MALE  NEEDED  TO  join  two  others  in  attractive, 
non-smoking  downtown  home.  Fully  furnished,  lots  of  lux- 
uries, $385/mo.  Available  July  1st  or  August  1st.  Call  Peter 
or  Ed,  368-6971. 

SHARE  QUEEN  ST  E  two  bedroom;  dishwasher,  bathroom 
skylight,  furnished  (or  unfurnished  $375)  with  interesting, 
competent  GWM,  39.  461-7924. 

HELP! 

2  GAY  MEN  NEED  ACCOMODATION 

ONE  A  FULLTIME  professional,  the  other  a  working  stu- 
dent. We  require  a  room  EACH  in  a  gay/lesbian  household, 
or  own  two  bedroom  flat  or  apartment  for  AUGUST  1. 
We  are  both  reliable,  responsible,  clean,  quiet  (usually),  polit- 
cally  and  socially  involved  and  require  reasonably  priced 
lodgings  (meaning  cheap-and-cheerful,  not  luxury).  Long- 
term  arrangement  desired.  Please  call  Michael  at  920-6757 
or  Andrew  at  967-6192  (evenings). 

BUY     &     SELL 

•BOOKS* 

GAY  LESBIAN  FEMINIST  BOOKS 

BY  MAIL.  In  English  and  French.  Send  name  and  address 
to  receive  three  free  bulletins  per  year.  Librairie  L'an- 
drogyne,  3642  St  Laurent,  Montreal  QC  H2X  2V4. 

THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE 

London's  Gay  News  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's 
Village  Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive...  engage  any  gen- 
erous intelligence."  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  It!  A 
Decade  of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's 
yours  for  $8.95  plus  $1.00  for  postage  and  handling.  Order 
the  book  that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure  to 
read... so  well  edited  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the  first 
decade  of  gay  liberation."  Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting 
It!,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1G2. 

NUDE  MALE  PHOTOS 

FOR  THE  BEST,  see  the  boys  from  the  West.  Top  nudes. 
Send  $2.00  for  catalogue  to  ALMIK  Studios  PO  Box  2831 
Stn  M,  Calgary  AB  T2P  3C2. 

LET  US  "DO"  YOUR  LAUNDRY 

MY  TWO  CUTE  friends  and  I  are  trying  to  get  money 
together  for  school.  Send  us  an  article  of  clothing  you'd 
like  us  to  have  some  fun  with,  along  W/A  donation  tucked 
away  in  the  pocket/pouch  etc.  We  take  it  from  there.  In  a 
week  your  laundry  will  be  "done"  and  returned.  Rick's 
Friends.  Box  1363,  North  Bay,  ON  P1B  8K5. 

GAY  GAMES 

ROUND  TRIP  AIR-FARE  to  San  Francisco.  Depart  Aug 
9,  return  Aug  17.  Male.  $399.  Peter  (416)368-2081. 


TRANSVESTISM 

Sensual,  Delights  with  Female  Attire! 

Heavenly  lacy,  frilly,  silky  things; 
lingerie,  night  gowns,  hosiery,  garter 
belts,  dresses,  skirts,  wigs,  shoes.... 

DEBBIE'S 

580  Yonge  Street  at  Wellesley 
Open  only  Tues-Fri  12-7,  Sat  10-6 


O      T      H 


PROFESSIONALS  UNDER  40 

CONDUCTING  A  STUDY  of  gay  male  professionals  who 
have  disclosed  their  homosexuality  to  their  co-workers.  The 
purpose  of  the  study  is  to  explore  the  way  these  men  see 
their  world,  why  they  chose  to  come  out  to  others,  what 
they  feel  are  the  repercussions  of  their  decisions,  and  how 
they  see  their  future.  To  find  out  more,  please  write  to 
David  Shallenberger,  738  Buckingham  Place,  No  2, 
Chicago  IL  60657. 

ANDROGYNOUS?  Do  people  sometimes  mistake  you 
for  the  wrong  sex  —  when  you're  just  being  you?  I'd 
like  to  photograph  you  for  a  possible  book.  Free  8x10 
portrait  for  you.  Vancouver,  Seattle  area.  Phone  Holly. 
(604)874-1387.  


LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  for  peer  counselling  and  in- 
formation. Phone  line.  Should  possess  empathy,  good 
listening  skills  and  common  sense.  Phone  TAG 
(416)  964-6600. 

GAY  COURTWATCH 

General  court  information,  lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals, 
support  services.  If  you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assis- 
tance with  the  court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337, 
Old  City  Hall,  Toronto,  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We 
are  here  to  help  you. 


•VANCOUVER* 

DISCREET  -  ATTRACTIVE 

DISCREET,  ATTRACTIVE,  YOUNG,  blond  athlete  seeks 
escort  position.  Travel  a  possibility.  Phone  Tom 
(604)  683-5182. 

•TORONTO* 

CLEAN-CUT,  HANDSOME,  athletic  young  man 
available  for  personal  model/escort  services.  469-8144. 

BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE:  handsome  and  discreet  22  year 
old  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve  at  961-4680  for  ex- 
citing time. 


PHOTO:    MARK    BRICKELL 


LESBIAN  HISTORY 

THERE  IS  A  WHOLE  GENERATION  of  women  who 
carry  with  them  a  rich  history  that  will  not  be  with  us 
forever.  We  want  to  uncover  some  of  these  stories  and  tales 
from  women  who  were  lesbians  in  and  around  Toronto  in 
the  1940s  and  1950s.  We  want  to  record  how  lesbians  sur- 
vived prior  to  and  since  the  60s  wave  of  feminism  and  ex- 
plore their  private  and  public  struggles.  Lesbians  Making 
History  is  a  collective  of  eight  women  who  are  attempting 
to  uncover  these  memories  through  interviews  with  lesbians 
over  55  years  old.  If  you  or  anyone  you  know  would  be 
willing  to  be  interviewed,  or  if  you  have  any  other  informa- 
tion, please  write  us.  Strict  confidentiality  is  assured.  Les- 
bians Making  History,  c/o  PRG,  Suite  309,  229  College  St, 
Toronto  ON  M5T  1R4. 

FEMALE  CANCER  SURVIVORS.  For  research  on 
love/sex  after  cancer  book.  Survivors,  mates  and  lovers  to 
receive  questionnaire.  Please  write  to  Jacquelyn  Johnson, 
Box  92,  Powassan  ON  P0H  IZO.  Confidentiality  assured. 

VANCOUVER  MEN'S  CHORUS,  Canada's  only  active 
gay  chorus  and  member  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Assiciation 
of  Choruses.  Entering  fifth  season.  50+  singers.  Seeking 
interim  conductor  during  regular  conductor's  leave  of 
absence  September  to  December  86.  Stipend  and  housing 
arrangements  in  Vancouver  negotiable.  Preference  given  to 
experienced  conductors  familiar  with  both  the  classical  and 
choral  repetoires.  Call  Willie  Zwozdesky,  Artistic  Director, 
VMC  (604)681-4440. 

•VOLUNTEERS* 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help 
and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

PHOTOGRAPHER?  LIKE  TO  see  your  erotic  work  in 
these  pages?  No  payment,  but  we  do  print  order  informa- 
tion so  people  can  order  directly  from  you.  If  you're  in- 
terested, please  send  your  work  to:  Gerald  Hannon  at  The 
Body  Politic  Box  7289,  Stn  A  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X9. 
Unused  photographs  will  be  returned.  Please  include  a 
SASE.  

MODELS    &    ESCORTS 

•ENGLAND* 

FILLIPINO  GUY.  Very  attractive,  friendly  young  masseur 
gives  complete,  satisfying  services.  Call  London  (UK) 
01-244-7070  (24  hours). 


SELECT-A-STUD.  Quality  men  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  We  travel,  and  hire  world-wide.  Credit 
cards  accepted.  Also  phone  fantasies  and  photos. 
(813)823-5629  anytime. 

TORONTO'S  HOTTEST 

BLOND  BODY  BUILDER  50"  chest,  32"  waist,  18" 
arms,  26"  thighs,  17  1/2"  calves.  Call  Paul  860-1065,  24 
hours. 

IF  YOU'RE  LOOKING  for  hot  all-male  action  with  a 

clean,  handsome,  muscular,  young  buck,  your  search  is 
over.  964-7902.  Dan. 

ROGER! 

HOT,  HEALTHY,  UNINHIBITED,  bright,  beautiful. 
5'10"  160  lbs,  br/br,  athletic  build,  sensuous  massages  or 
kinky  fantasies.  Your  scene  your  way!  921-2614. 
(lpm-llpm). 


PRICK  UP  YOUR  EARS 

To  the  sexy  sounds  of: 

(1)  Hunks  in  heat 

(2)  Delivery  boy's  delight 

(3)  A  taste  of  leather 

$10  gets  telephone  number  for  un- 
limited free  calls.  24  hour  service. 

Unicorn  Enterprises,  253  College  St, 
#204-A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5T  1R5. 


HANDSOME  RAUNCHY  STUD  will  model  escort.  Call 
Brad,  22,  hairy,  hung  and  willing  to  indulge  in  hot  kinky 
fantasy  scenes.  964-3990  ext.  ]49. 

PRICK  UP  YOUR  EARS 

TO  THE  SEXY  SOUNDS  of  (l)  Hunks  in  heat,.  (2) 
Delivery  boy's  delight,  (3)  A  taste  of  leather.  J 10  gets  tele- 
phone number  for  unlimited  free  calls.  24  hour  service. 
Unicorn  Enterprises,  253  College  St,  #204-A,  Toronto,  On- 
tario, Canada  M5T  1R5.     

CALIFORNIA  BEACH  BOY 

GORGEOUS  BLUE-EYED  BLOND,  well-built  in  more 
ways  than  one,  tanned,  wailing  for  you  on  my  beach. 
Available  for  generous  gentleman.  Mark  964-3990  cm  IP 


MEDITERRANEAN  DREAM 

IF  YOU'RE  EVER  in  Toronto,  don't  miss  the  chance  of 
a  life  time  to  meet  Apollo.  He  will  make  your  little  needs 
into  big  thrills.  Call  369-0346  and  ask  for  Apollo. 

TORONTO'S  BIGGEST  BLOND  bodybuilder,  titleholder, 

very  handsome,  hot  and  hung.  I  visit  Montreal  often. 
Photo  in  August  issue  of  Advocate  men.  Call  Paul  Becker 
at  (416)366-0097. 

FOXIES  ESCORT  SERVICE.  Our  discreet  and  easy-going 
gendemen  make  us  a  first  class  agency.  Treat  yourself  and 
give  us  a  call!  All  credit  welcome.  947-9601. 

TREAT  YOURSELF  to  a  relaxing,  reasonably  priced 
massage.  From  12  to  12.  Craig.  Model/escort.  364-4816. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  WELL-BUILT  21-year-old  college 
jock  seeks  established,  generous  man  or  woman  for  friend- 
ship/tuition assistance.  Experienced  escort  —  pro  model. 
Brad,  465-7588. 

•MONTREAL* 

MONTREAL  HOT  MODELS 

SEND  $1  TO:  Domicile  J.L.  INC.  7879  St-Denis  St.  Mon- 
treal,  Quebec,  Canada  H2R  2E9. 

SERVICES 

GOOD  MASSAGE.  Mr  T  Fung.(416)46S-9810. 

MASTERFOTO 

SUMMER  SPECIAL:  $35  for  12  snapshots.  Discretion 
assured.  Studio  facilities  available.  (416)839-6429  mornings 
or  leave  message. 

PSYCHIC  CONSULTING  on  all  aspects  of  life  by  an  ex- 
cellent, sensitive  medium.  Development  classes  also  avail- 
able. (416)782-1476. 

CALCULUS  TUTOR  WANTED 

UNIVERSITY  LEVEL  AND  BEYOND,  with  applica- 
tions. Please  reply  stating  qualifications  and  teaching  ex- 
perience. Drawer  G65. 

PAINTING  PLUS 

INTERIOR  AND  EXTERIOR,  repairs  and  maintenance. 
Reliable  and  honest,  reasonable  cost  on  all  work.  Call  Rick 
(416)532-0436.  Free  estimates. 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Oiv. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 


Buying  a  piano!  A  used  instrument! 
Be  careful!  It  may  look  pretty  but  who 
knows  what  evil  lurks.... 
Call  me  for  advice. 


James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St.  Toronto 
967-6653 


FRIENDS 

•SOUTHERN    ONTARIO* 

ORILLIA:  LESBIAN  COUPLE  would  like  to  meet  other 
lesbian  or  gay  male  couples  or  singles  in  area  for  social 
gatherings,  outings,  etc  (not  for  sex).  Please  write  to 
Drawer  F993. 

FRIENDS 
FEMALE 


LESBIAN  INTRODUCTIONS,  MEET  NEW  WOMEN, 
make  new  friends,  expand  vour  network.  Write  LINK,  Box 
207, 253  College  St.  Toronto  ON  M5T  lRI.  (Confidentially, 
by  dykes.) 

•VANCOUVER^ 

GWF,  21,  CUTE,  athletic  visiung  Vancouver  in  July,  seeks 
attractive,  tasteful,  androgynous  tour  guide,  20-30.  Please 
respond  with  letter  and  photo  to  Drawer  F978. 

•SOTJTHERN^  ONTARIO* 

KITCHENER  WOMAN.  27.  who  enjoys  music  dancing, 
movies,  and  quiet  evenings  with  friends  seeks  the  same  for 
companionship  and/or  relationship.  Discretion  a  neccessity. 
Please  write  including  interests  and  phone.  Drawer  G19. 
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LOCK 
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ASK  FOR  IT! 
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HERE  ARE  TWO  REASONS  TO  VISIT  VANCOUVER  THIS  YEAR... 
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EXPO 
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BRSNG  THIS  AD  WITH  YOU  AND  I'LL  GIVE  YOU  A  10%  DISCOUNT  ON  CHAPS. 
(IF  I  DON'T  HAVE  YOUR  SIZE  IN  STOCK,  I  GUARANTEE  NEXT-DAY  SERVICE.) 

FOR  CATALOGUE  SEND  $3  TO:  IMAGE  LEATHER 
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A  Telephone 

Fantasy  Service 

For  Discriminating 

Gentlemen. 

Uncensored. 

Uninhibited. 

Total  Discretion. 

Come, 

Take  The  Plunge. 

AMEX/VISA/MC 


(41 6)  862-0883 


Thousands  of  men 
wore  the  pink  triangle. 
Only  one  has  ever 
told  his  story. 

In  The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle, 
Heinz  Heger  tells  his  true,  life  and 
death  story  as  a  homosexual  prisoner 
in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps. 

The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle 

$5.95  in  bookstores,  or  clip  this  ad  to  order 

Enclosed  is  $6.50  (postpaid)  for  The  Men  with  the  Pink  Triangle. 
name address 


city 


state 


zip 


Alyson  Publications,  Dept   P-59,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118 

TBP/June86 


Carpentry  •  Drywall  •  Masonry 
Ceramic  Tile 


General  Repair 
Service 


REG  GILES 

Bus.  (416)  962-5352 

Pager  589-7219 


Reading  the 

Maybe  you 
should  try 
writing  one. 


The  Body  Polilic's  classifieds  are 
a  good  way  to  find  a  place  to  live 
or  offer  one,  to  gel  a  job  or  fill 
one,  or  to  catch  someone  you'd  ' 
like  to  spend  some  time  with. 
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•NOVA      SCOTIA* 

CAPE  BRETON 

WF,  38,  BLONDE,  5'5"  110  lbs,  extremely  well-groomed. 
Would  like  to  meet  female  18-35  years,  any  race  or  colour, 
preferably  Glace  Bay/Sydney  area.  Bars  and  clubs  not  my 
thing.  Absolute  discretion  a  must.  Photo  and  phone 
please.  Drawer  G14. 

•TORONTO* 

HOT  FUCKS  AND  QUICK  flings  downtown  Toronto, 
casual  sex  and/or  late  night  dancing  dates  only.  Drawer 
F970. 

GAY  WOMAN  WANTED  by  gay  man  to  share  expenses 
on  trips  to  the  sun  and  elsewhere.  Object:  to  avoid  high 
single  supplement  charges.  Drawer  G119. 

FRIENDS 
'  MALE 

♦INTERN  ATION  AL» 

DADDY'S  BOY,  20s,  wanted  for  total  slavery;  willing 
to  give  over  all  control.  Returnable  photos  required. 
Perm  only.  San  Francisco,  Cali.  Drawer  F930. 

GWM,  30s,  average  looking,  passive,  seeks  sincere  pen- 
pals and  friends  from  anywhere.  Interests  include 
movies,  quiet  evenings  at  home.  Drawer  G6. 

EUROPE  FALL  '86.  Gentleman,  mid-30s,  travelling  to 
Europe  early  fall,  looking  for  a  self-sufficient  travelling 
companion.  Drawer  G13. 

ACTIVE  50s  6'1"  185  lbs,  good  body,  6"  uncut, 
American  Polish  extract.  Checking  out  Auyuittuq.  Pass 
area  NWT  June  6  thru  17.  Am  clean  and  safe.  JO  for 
past  six  yrs.  Am  not  looking  for  sex  but  for  someone 
who  like  myself  enjoys  outdoors,  is  adventurous  JO 
cocksucker  as  well.  Write  or  look  for  eye-contact.  In 
Pangnirtung.  Likes  books,  sports,  music,  sDence,  con- 
templation of  wonders  in  unexpected  places.  Fran- 
cophone ami.  Drawer  G16. 

SEVENTH-DAY  ADVENTISTS 

SDA  GAY  PERSON  looking  for  other  gay/lesbian  peo- 
ple of  SDA  background  for  mutual  support  and  fellow- 
ship. Confidentiality  guaranteed/expected.  Jeremy,  Box 
408B,  Stn  C,  Toronto  M6J  3PS.  (416)533-5896. 

GAY  MALE,  residing  in  Warsaw,  would  like  to  corres- 
pond with  gay  people  in  Canada.  Interests  include 
theatre,  opera,  cinema,  music  and  travelling.  Good 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.  Find  out  more 
about  my  country  (and  me);  I'd  like  to  discover  more 
of  this  world.  Marek  Wyloga,  Skrytka,  Poczt.  142, 
00-953,  Warszawa  30  POLAND. 

LONDON  (ENGLAND)  ASIAN,  29,  enjoys  the  arts, 
architecture,  nature,  hoping  to  visit  Toronto,  and  Van- 
couver seeks  mature  friends.  Please  write  to  Nadir,  31 
Pennard  Road,  London  ENGLAND  W12  8DW 

LONELY  BOY  IN  AFRICA.  Unaccepted  by  family  and 
tribe.  Help  yourself  to  a  helpless  boy.  Will  fly  over  for 
right  person  with  some  help.  Greg,  PO  Box  2236, 
Kampala  UGANDA. 

I  AM  AN  ENLIGHTENED  ANARCHIST  who  fives 
the  life  and  principles  of  anarchism  in  my  daily  life.  I 
feel  person-to-person  contact  is  more  important  than 
contact  with  groups.  Because  of  this  I  wish  to  make 
contact  with  intelligent  and  spirtual-minded  individuals 
in  Canada  and  other  countries,  to  exchange  thoughts. 
If  you  ever  come  to  India,  please  visit  us  and  spend 
a  week  or  two  here.  We  have  a  guest  house  where  you 
may  stay.  You  may  even  bring  your  partner  with  you. 
You  should  write  to  us  in  advance  and  fix  up  your 
programme  as  we  may  have  other  guests.  Swami  Nir- 
malananda.  Viswa  Shanti  Nikethana,  BR  Hills  571-317 
Karnataka,  INDIA. 

MY  MOUTH  &  YOUR  FEET.  I  am  a  handsome, 
masculine  hunk.  Write:  Advocate  Box  No  4949498  Ad- 
vocate  Classifieds,  Box  8991,  Malibu  Cali  90265. 

GAY  MALE,  22,  into  music,  the  arts,  swimming,  sun 
and  visiting  new  places  would  like  to  correspond  with 
like-minded  people.  Exchange  visits  possible.  Please 
write  to  Peter  Sweet,  32  Ewe  Close,  Market,  North 
Road.   London  ENGLAND.   N7  RTE. 

YOUNG.  HANDSOME  ASIAN  student  wants  to  meet 
an  educated,  masculine  gentleman  for  lifetime  friend- 
ship. Please  send  photo.  Serious  replies  only  please. 
Bert  Puzon,  Postfach  1109,  83  Landshul,  WEST 
GERMANY. 

BRAZILIAN  MALE,  28,  would  like  to  write  to  per- 
sons from  around  the  world.  I  have  lived  in  Brazil  all 
my  life  and  would  like  to  find  out  more  about  people 
in  other  countries.  Tell  me  about  your  interests.  Celso 
de  Carvallio,  Rua  Bom  Jardim  dc  minas,  19  Street,  apt 
22c,  cohab  5,  Carapicuiba,  San  Paulo  BRAZIL. 

MALE,  21.  SEEKS  INTELLIGENT,  FUN,  easygoing, 
flatmate  in  London  —  1/1/87-6/1/87.  Also  European 
correspondents.  Mike  Friedman.  710  South  Slate, 
Champaign.  Illinois.  61820-5115,  USA. 


•VANCOUVER* 

GWM  WANTS  PLF  TO  share;  goodtimes,  badtimes,  re- 
sponsibilities, business,  challenges,  home,  walks,  Softball, 
diapers,  plastic  panties,  caring,  talk,  listen,  communica- 
tion, sex,  giving,  forgiving,  learn,  teach,  you,  me,  together, 
partner,  lover,  friend.  Write  us,  Box  926,  Vancouver 

COME  WEST  YOUNG  MAN 

REGULAR  GWM,  32,  HAIRY,  tough,  athletic,  beach 
crazy,  looking  for  smooth  athletic  visitor,  July  and 
August,  for  fun,  sun,  friendship  and  accomodation. 
Photo  necessary.  Drawer  G55. 


TRYING  TO  BEAT  THE  odds.  I'm  30,  5'9"  168  lbs. 
Loving,  sensitive,  discreet.  Straight-looking,  GWM  with 
a  good  sense  of  humor,  seeking  similar,  aged  30-50  for 
friendship  and  outings,  with  possibility  of  developing  a 
loving,  supportive  relationship.  I  enjoy  theatre,  travel, 
swimming,  dining,  and  sharing.  Sincerity,  patience,  in- 
dependence and  communication  are  important.  Not 
looking  for  one  night  stand  or  for  a  purely  sexual  rela- 
tionship. Photo  exchange.  Interested?  Drawer  G97. 

STABLE,  SINCERE,  GWM,  30s,  5'11"  190  lbs,  seeks 
friends/lover  to  share  the  good  times  with.  Not  in- 
terested in  one  night  stands.  Photo  please.  Drawer  G84. 


PHOTO:    MARK    BRICKELL 


Anyone  interested  in  ordering  a 
Mark  Brickell  photograph  can  con- 
tact the  artist  at  (416)469-3138. 


GWM,  40,  5'10",  slim,  blue  eyes,  nervous  about  plac- 
ing this  ad,  relationship  priority,  satisfied  with  less 
(sex).  Penpals?  Box  33781,  Stn  D,  Vancouver  BC 
V6J4L6. 

YOUNG,  PROFESSIONAL  FROM  MONTREAL, 
albinos,  32,  5'll"  145  lbs,  moustache,  blue  eyes,  would 
like  place  to  stay  in  Vancouver  to  spend  good  time 
during  Expo  86,  by  August.  Will  share  expenses.  Have 
many  interests.  Please  send  letter.  Drawer  G94. 

•ALBERTA^ 

MIDDLE-AGE  GWM  PROFESSIONAL,  good-looking, 
intelligent,  good  sense  of  humour.  5'8"  170  lb  hairy 
body.  Grey  beard.  Varied  interests  from  acting,  classical 
music,  opera,  reading,  cooking,  dining,  walking,  talk- 
ing, cuddling.  Age  or  race  is  not  important.  No  one 
night  stands.  Please  answer  with  photo.  Drawer  G2. 

•CALGARY* 

CALGARY  AREA 

HARD  BODY  BUILDER  wanted  by  serious  beginner, 
29,  150  lbs,  for  training,  inspiration  and  whatever  your 
pleasure.  I'm  inspired  but  need  teacher  to  keep  strict 
regime.  Drawer  G10. 

GWM  42,  5'5"  130  lbs,  seeks  straight-acting  GWM 
35-45  for  possible  relationship.  Only  sincere  and  honest 
males  not  into  short  term;  one  night  stands  need  not 
respond.  I  have  many  interests  including  travel  and 
photography.  Somewhat  a  homebody.  Not  into  bars. 
Drawer  G17. 

WHY  LEAVE  CALGARY? 

GWM  33  YRS  6'3"  210  lbs,  br  hair,  br  eyes.  Attrac- 
tive. Searching  for  guys  20-40  yrs,  who  don't  have  pa- 
tience for  gay  bars.  I  need  a  sensitive,  caring,  fun  and 
together  relationship  to  keep  me  proud  and  living  gay. 
Looking  for  straight-acting  friends  and  maybe  a  lover  to 
live  the  80s  with.  Warmth,  caring  and  a  future  is  a  big 
part  of  this  ad.  There's  fun  in  this  city.  Photo  ap- 
preciated.  Drawer  G73. 


•SOUTHERN     ONTARIO* 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38  years,  5*11"  175  lbs,  pre- 
sentable, sincere,  honest.  Looking  for  serious  relation- 
ship with  slim  GWM,  G/Asian  18-32  years.  Detailed 
letter,  photo.  I  am  financially  secure.  Will  help  relocate. 
Drawer  F987. 

BIKERS 

LONDON  ONTARIO.  ARE  YOU  tall,  very  good- 
looking,  muscular  build,  21-30?  Do  you  like  wearing 
tight  levis  and  leather  gear?  Do  you  fantasize  about 
dominating  (very  discreetly)  an  attractive,  submissive 
GWM  in  a  health-conscious  safe-sex  scene?  Does  the 
idea  turn  you  on?  Then  turn  me  on  with  your  photo(s) 
and  fantasy(s).  Also  hot  cops,  leathermen,  engineers, 
construction  type,  etc.  Write  Box  947,  London  ON 
N6A  SKI.  Discretion  assured. 

BODY  SHAVING,  SHORT  haircuts.  Experienced 
barber  will  do  it  for  you.  Bondage?  Barber  chair 
master,  &  son,  22.  Drawer  G122. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  24,  6'  172  lbs,  seeking  attrac- 
tive men  21-40  for  friendship  and/or  safe  sex.  Reply 
with  phone.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  G121. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO  WRESTLERS 

IF  YOU  ARE  A  MAN  in  Southern  Ontario  looking 
for  wrestling  partners,  join  W.I.N.,  a  newly  established 
directory  for  men  who  enjoy  wresding  action.  Absolute 
discretion  assured.  Free  membership!  For  info  write  Box 
873,  Stn  P,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2Z2. 

MALE  50,  6'  225  lbs,  wishes  to  meet  younger  males 
18  to  22  for  friendship,  good  times.  Enjoy  long  walks, 
relaxing  dinners.  Send  photo  and  phone  number. 
Drawer  G18.  

HANDSOME  TANNED  MALE  35  needs  muscular 
submissive  studs  to  age  40  for  imaginative  B/D,  S/M, 
Ottawa  or  Toronto.  Marc,  Box  526,  377-B  Somerset  St 
W,  Ottawa  ON  K2P  OKI 


LONDON  ONT 

GWM  5'8"  140  lbs,  29,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  likes 
music  and  movies,  quiet.  Looking  for  GWM  6'  30-35, 
slim  with  nice  build,  non-smoker  preferred.  Please 
write,  include  your  phone  no  and  photo.  Drawer  G64. 

SINCERE,  AFFECTIONATE  gay  male  31,  5'8"  165 
lbs.  New  to  area,  looking  to  make  friends  30-45,  especial- 
ly into  accountant  office  types,  chubby  or  "femmie"  wel- 
come, all  answered.  Box  804,  London,  ON  N6A  4Z3. 

•HAMILTON* 


YOUNG  CUDDLY  HAMILTONIAN 

22,  ATTRACTIVE,  QUIET,  clean-shaven.  Likes  movies, 
cycling  seeks  same  to  23  for  friendship.  Send  photo  if 
available  and  letter  to  Mark,  Drawer  G103. 

•OTTAWA^ 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  35,  6'2"  185  lbs.  Prof  new  to 
Ottawa  interested  in  meeting  dominant  older  man  40-65 
who  will  take  charge.  Very  health  conscious.  Interests 
are  movies,  sports,  workouts.  Drawer  G52. 

MALE,  33,  5'6"  140  lbs,  professional,  Greek  active, 
interested  in  meeting  male;  18-38,  safe  sex,  tennis, 
squash,  bars,  drives  in  the  country,  etc.  Drawer  G95. 

RELATIONSHIP-ORIENTED,  WARM-HEARTED,  pro- 
fessional GWM,  43,  interested  in  meeting  stable, 
similarily  inclined  males.  Drawer  G90. 

I  want  to  suck  your  cock,  ass,  tits  and  fuck  you  long 
and  hard.  I'm  22,  6'4"  slim  attractive  and  horny. 
Drawer  G123. 

•MONTREAL* 

EDIBLE  MAN! 

THIS  45-YEAR-OLD  goat  is  at  heart  (and  mouth)  a 
suckling  kid.  5'11"  145  lbs,  French  in  more  ways  than 
one.  69  favorite  number.  Considered  beyond  average  at 
both  "heads."  Short  beard,  blue  eyes,  lean  and  hungry 
for  30+  man,  any  race  but  likewise  oral  "creed." 
Drawer  G8. 

WANNA  BE  A  TEACHER'S  PET? 

I'M  AN  INTELLIGENT,  very  good-looking,  32  yr  old 
jock.  I  have  short  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  a  slim 
muscular  runner's  build,  5'11"  170  lbs.  After  13  years 
in  the  clubs,  I'm  looking  for  a  viable  alternative.  You 
are  an  athletic  young  man,  25-32,  possibly  a  dancer, 
a  gymnast,  a  swimmer  or  a  runner.  You're  a  little 
shorter  than  I  and  you  have  a  nice  build  with  classic 
Greek  buns.  You're  passionate  in  bed  and  you  have 
something  interesting  to  say  afterwards.  You  are 
together  and  your  only  major  problem  is  that  you  are 
unattached.  Please  write  to  me.  Drawer  G67. 

•NOVA      SCOTIA"* 

A  PROPOSAL 

BY  SINCERE,  STRAIGHT-APPEARING  GWM  to 
meet  same  in  Yarmouth  vicinity.  Homebody,  30.  5'8" 
150  lbs  who  however  enjoys  occasional  travel.  Pasttimes 
include  gardening,  pets,  reading,  music,  movies  and 
studying  French.  Feel  free  to  ramble  in  reply,  phone 
appreciated.  Discretion  assured/expected.  Drawer  G76. 

ONE-ON-ONE  RELATIONSHIP.  Masculine,  closet, 
GWM  38,  5'11"  165  lbs,  desires  friendship  and  safe 
clean  sex  with  slim  GWM.  Likes  swimming,  hiking, 
cycling,  camping.  Halifax  to  Valley  Area.  Drawer  G78. 

MIDDLE-AGED  MAN  NEEDS  a  clean  jock  to  cum 
and  suck  his  lonely  cock.  He  must  be  honest  and  very 
discreet.  I'm  safe  and  horny  so  let  us  meet.  Drawer 
G81. 

NEW  TO  NOVA  SCOTIA.  Any  model/escort  services 
in  Halifax,  either  personal  or  agencies?  I  have  the  hots. 
Drawer  G82. 

•HALIFAX* 

GOOD-LOOKING  GWM,  5'10"  160  lbs,  27,  profes- 
sional, looking  for  well-hung  males  for  hot  cocksucking 
sessions,  your  place  only,  cleanliness  and  discretion 
assured  and  expected.  Drawer  G51. 

STATUS  INDIANS! 
CRAZY  ABOUT  KIDS  with  nut  brown  skin,  jet  black 
hair,  dark  angry  eyes.  Non-status  boys  welcome,  call 
me  (reverse  charges),  but  ask  operator  to  listen  to  mv 
answering  machine  for  the  dav  and  hour  of  my  return! 
I'm  away  a  lot.   1-902-423-7771   (Halifax) 
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•TORONTO* 
YOUNG  MALE  NEEDED 

GAY  MALE,  36,  5 '6"  160  lbs,  seeking  a  young  male  for 
weekend  outings.  Prefer  a  male  who  is  cut,  has  dark,  bushy 
cock  hair,  hung  cock  and  balls,  easy-going  and  feels  casual 
in  snug  jeans,  G-strings  and  gym  shorts. 
Should  have  own  car  and  apartment  in  Toronto.  Please 
give  me  a  try.  Thanks.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated. 
Drawer  F949. 

YOU  ARE  IN  YOUR  20s  or  late  teens  and  have  often  im- 
agined a  "father"  figure  —  someone  who  is  caring  but 
who  has  no  hesitation  in  taking  your  pants  down  to  apply 
hand,  strap,  or  English  cane  when  you  deserve  it.  I  am 
5'10"  168  lbs,  40s.  I  have  a  sympathetic,  paternal  interest 
in  you,  but  when  necessary  I'll  make  you  fetch  the  strap. 
Drawer  F972. 

HELP  ME  FIND  MY  WAY 

A  SHY,  HONEST,  ATTRACTIVE,  fit,  sexually  healthy, 
sincere  male  (modest!),  age  23,  hopes  to  form  a  rela- 
tionship/bond with  another  masculine,  muscular  male, 
18-35.  I  have  dark  green  eyes,  5'9",  tall,  dark  brown  hair, 
moustache  and  medium  build.  Enjoy  camping,  coun- 
tryside, mountain  biking,  fitness,  big  bear  hugs  and  quiet 
times  with  someone  who  cares.  So  take  the  time  and  write 
now.  All  will  be  answered.  Drawer  F986. 

J/O  ENTHUSIASTS 

22-YEAR-OLD,  ATTRACTIVE,  horny,  hunky,  hairy-assed 
J/O  artist,  looking  for  long  hot  J/O  sessions  with  other 
masculine  male(s).  Group  sessions  possible.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer  F988. 

HOW  ARE  WE  EVER  GOING  TO 

MEET  IF  YOU  don't  write?  28,  6'  145  lbs,  dark  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  trim  beard,  enjoys  meeting  people  and 
loves  to  travel.  Prefers  21-35,  hairy,  hunky,  tall,  dark  and 
...?  Box  6427,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  MSW  1X3.  Salut! 

MASTER-SLAVE-SLAVE-MASTER 

YOUNG  MALE  25,  5 '5",  good  build,  good-looking,  seeks 
male  under  28,  for  any  master  slave  scenes.  Looking  for 
someone  to  experiment  and  switch  around.  Not  very  ex- 
perienced but  creative.  I  am  very  clean  and  healthy  and  ex- 
pect same,  will  try  anything.  Photo  and  letter  gets  mine. 
Frank,  65  Front  St  W,  Suite  030-142,  Toronto,  M5J  1E6. 
No  weirdos,  only  young  and  serious. 

MALE,  30,  HAIRY,  not  a  bar  fly.  Many  interests  and  in- 
teresting. Not  your  Prince  Charming  but  charming.  Just  a 
touch  shy.  I  am  looking  for  friends  no  older  than  36.  Take 
a  chance  on  me.  Box  1245,  Stn  F,  Toronto. 

FT,  BT,  TT,  BD:  Am  top  and  bottom  in  all  of  these  and 
am  seeking  others  who  are  also  top  and  bottom  in  all  of 
these.  Drawer  G12. 

GWM  WILL  MOUTHE  uncut  Latinos  and  Orientals.  No 
reciprocation  necessary.  Have  good  technique.  Must  have 
own  place  to  meet.  Drawer  G26. 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET  Chinese  30-35  for  caring 
friendship  who  does  not  smoke  and  enjoys  classical  music. 
I'm  43,  discreet,  of  Christian  background,  average  build, 
fair  complexion.  Not  interested  in  bars  or  drugs  and  like 
a  quiet,  easy-going  lifestyle.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  G27. 

TIRED  OF  DANCING  ALONE!?  Cuddly,  personable 
GWM,  professional  student,  "Harold  and  Maude'VJoan 
Armitrading  fan,  26.  5'7"  140  lbs,  black  hair/moustache 
seeks  friendship/possible  relationship  with  intelligent,  witty, 
25-38  Prefer  hirsute  and/or  muscular  men.  Drawer  G29. 

GWM,  31.  5'8"  140  lbs,  slim,  brown  hair/moustache, 
green  eyes,  has  8".  very  left-wing,  seeks  fun/friend(s)/re- 
lationship  with  like-minded  individual(s).  Loves:  Faust, 
New  Wave/Alternative  music  (especially  Nina  Hagen!!), 
philosophy,  spirituality,  movies.  Photo  (a  MUST!!!)  gets 
mine.  Drawer  G36. 

GOOD  LOOKING,  PREPPY,  32 

5'8"  130  lbs  and  well-equipped,  looking  for  partner  for 
summer  fun  and  sex.  Partner  should  be  masculine,  good 
looking,  20  to  40,  well-hung  and  health  conscious,  with  a 
good  head  (on  his  shoulders).  Send  photo  and  letter  for 
quick  reply  and  for  play.  Drawer  G74. 

MATURE  LOVER  NEEDS  THE  SAME 

ROMANTIC  SEEKS  35  to  50  lover.  Into  all  good  sex  in- 
cluding fantasy/kink.  Men  only  please.  (Silk  panties  on  a 
guy  wearing  a  three  piece  suit  is  a  turn-on,  if  macho.) 
Object?  A  live-in.  broadminded,  soulmate.  I'm  45. 
Drawer  G66. 

MORE  THAN  A  SUMMER  LOVER 

ROMANTIC,  LOVING  45  year  old,  interested  in  all 
aspects  of  the  arts  including  music,  ballet,  theatre  plus 
world  travel  and  antiques,  candlelight  dinners,  walks  in  the 
country,  etc,  seeking  monogomous  lover  32-40  with  univer- 
sity education  who  would  like  to  share  a  lifetime  of  hap- 
piness. Box  100,  260  Adelaide  St  E,  Toronto  ON 
M5A  INI. 


GWM,  35,  5'11"  155  lbs,  sincere  professional  seeks  new 
friends  for  quiet  evenings  at  home  or  a  night  at  the 
movies. Drawer  G68. 

BI  WHITE  MALE,  34,  nice  looking,  masculine,  wants 
younger,  attractive  bi  or  gay  with  small  build  for  friend- 
ship. Orientals  welcome.  Drawer  G69. 

WE'RE  WORTH  IT 

GWM.  28,  5'7"  135  lbs,  seeks  stable  fit,  uncloseted  male, 
21-35.  My  intertest  are  tennis,  classical  music,  dancing, 
chess,  cards.  I  will  be  a  U  of  T  student  in  September  86; 
therefore  other  students  especially  welcome  for  campus 
whatever.  Filipinos  and  hommes  Canadiens  francais  also 
especially  welcome.  Drawer  G70 

SPECIAL  FRIEND,  CO-WORKER 

ANYONE  OUT  THERE  who  also  thinks  that  there  should 
be  more  to  a  gay  relationship  than  just  sex  and  games? 
Self-employed,  biWM  early  thirties,  married,  open  to  lov- 
ing wife;  I'm  5'8  "  140  lbs,  with  good  slim  looks,  honest, 
warm,  sincere,  quiet  but  also  enjoys  nights  out.  Looking 
for  special  friendship/relationship  with  younger  male.  You 
must  be  18-25,  gay  or  bi,  small  or  medium  muscular  build, 
slim,  masculine,  clean-cut,  health  concious,  honest  and 
discreet.  Race  no  barrier.  I  have  for  the  right  man  a  good 
job  offer  with  great  futrure,  opportunities  and  a  place  to 
stay  in  Toronto  East  suburbs.  Must  be  prepared  to  work 
hard  in  construction  industry  and  ready  for  long-term 
commitment,  have  grade  11  or  12  to  register  in  sheet  metal 
worker's  apprenticeship.  Speak  English  and/or  French.  Sal- 
ary approximately  $15,000  first  year  to  $50,000+  per  year 
in  five  years  or  once  licensed.  No  drugs,  no  wierdos  need 
apply.  Reply  with  description  of  self  and  present  job,  ad- 
dress, phone,  number  and  photo  if  possible  for  evening 
contact.  Drawer  G71. 

YOUNG.  OUTGOING,  SINCERE  Aquarian  male  with 
good  values  seeks  someone  to  share  good  times  and  bad 
times  and  everything  in  between.  Discretion  assured.  Please 
reply  with  phone  number  to  Box  327,  Stn  S,  Toronto  ON 
M5M  4M9.  All  replies  answered. 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE  SPECIAL 

ATTRACTIVE,PROFESSIONAL,STRAIGHT-acting,  ap- 
pearing GWM  24.  Interests  include  tennis,  squash,  skiing 
quiet  evenings  at  home.  I  am  new  to  Toronto  and  would 
like  to  meet  guys  with  similar  background.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  G77. 

THIS  IS  NOT  FOR  RAUNCHINESS 

GWM  ALMOST  34  seeks  real  friend  for  loyal  loving  car- 
ing ongoing  relationship.  I'm  a  practising  Christian  and  it 
means  a  lot  to  me.  You  may  be  black  or  Jewish.  My  in- 
terests are  in  arts,  books,  music,  theatre,  travel,  quiet  home 
nights.  Kinky  stuff  scares  me.  I'm  kind  a  little  shy  but  I'll 
be  yours  if  you  want  me.  Drawer  G75. 

39  YR  OLD,  average  looks,  wants  to  meet  hot,  hung  men 
who  enjoy  being  the  boss.  WS  and  FF  with  right  person. 
Drawer  G7S. 

MASCULINE  VERSATILE  GUY,  18-24  with  good  body 
sought  by  established  GWM,  33,  6'  205  lbs,  for  friendship 
and  weekend  outings.  Drawer  G85. 

GENEROUS  AND  AFFECTIONATE 

GWM,  43,  REQUIRES  VERY  muscular,  smooth-bodied 
submissive  body  builder  for  light  B/D  fantasies.  No  S/M. 
Photo  and  phone  to  Drawer  G86. 

I  AM  MUCH  MORE  concerned  with  the  quality  of  my 
love  life  than  the  auantity  of  bodies  that  pass  by.  At  38, 
this  active,  dominant,  debonnair,  bearded,  leftist 
humaninst  has  come  into  his  own.  My  interests  are  eclectic; 
from  the  arts  to  the  purely  physical,  from  nature  to 
breakfast  in  bed,  from  philosophy  to  candlelight  and  wine. 
Like  you,  I  am  looking  for  someone  special.  Write  and  tell 
me  about  yourself  with  phone  and  photo  if  possible.  New 
to  gay  scene  are  welcomed.  Discreet  reply  assured.  Drawer 
G87. 

GWM,  22,  5'll"  160  lbs,  just  coming  out,  seeking  so- 
meone to  teach  me  the  pleasures  of  gay  sex,  preferably 
Italian,  Greek,  or  Portuguese.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Send  photo  and  phone  to  55  McCaul  St,  Box  154, 
Toronto  ON  M5T  2W7.        

AUTHORTARIAN,  DOMINANT,  CHUBBY  SEEKS  ex- 
ceedingly obedient  submissive,  slim,  age  to  35  only.  I'm 
50,  hairy  (grey),  glasses,  plain.  Lousy  cocksucker.  Into  A/P 
anal  rough  rucking.  No  T/V  or  grand  dames.  Fetishes 
welcome.  Non-smoker.  Downtown.  Andy.  (416)921-7666. 

ARE  YOU  HORNY,  YOUNG,  slim,  hung  with  own  place? 
If  so,  GWM,  34,  6'  185  lbs,  has  eager  mouth  and/or  hairy 
ass  to  be  filled.  Relative  virgin  anally!  Any  race  welcome. 
East  metro.  Phone,  photo  (ret'd),  detailed  letter  for  quick 
reply.  Discreet.  Drawer  G88. 

MASCULINE,  RESPONSIBLE  MISSISSAGUA  male, 
42, 5  TO"  140  lbs,  seeks  straight-appearing  masculine  male 
to  share  my  one  bedroom  apartment  (Hwy  10  at 
Lakeshore).  Available  immediately,  $200/mo.  Interests  in- 
clude VCR,  cooking,  movies,  long  walks.  Prefer  younger 
male.  Phone  number  please.  Drawer  G9I. 

SLAVE  WANTED.  YOU  ARE  masculine,  clean,  healthy 
but  docile,  submissive  and  obedient  with  an  interest  in  col- 
lars, tit-clamps,  cockrings  and  discipline.  Let  me  use  those 
big  pecs,  nipples,  and  defined  abdominals  for  my  own 
pleasure.  Novices,  marrieds  or  singles  okay.  I'm  very 
discreet  and  healthy.  Drawer  G92. 


WEEKENDER 

WANT  A  OCCASIONAL  WEEKEND  up  North?  Like 
camping,  boating,  campfires,  quiet  times,  sun  &  fun?  I'm 
looking  to  share  my  weekends  away  with  someone  who  is 
18-25,  Intelligent,  easygoing  &  into  safe  sex.  Looks  not  im- 
portant. Transportation  provided.  I'm  a  GWM,  young  32, 
straight-looking  and  tired  of  the  bar  scene.  Lets  meet.  Call 
Dave  at  883-5850  after  6  pm. 

DADDY'S  SON 

WANTED  BY  ATTRACTIVE  BUILT  daddy  (38,  5'9") 
you  are  under  30,  submissive,  into  discipline  fantasies, 
B&D,  toys,  with  a  cute  hungry  ass  for  kinky  plays.  Very 
slim,  (waist  under  30)  smooth  body  (shaved?),  healthy. 
Looks  or  race  secondary,  small  build  and  cute  buns  a 
must.  Got  a  fantasy??  Let's  share  it.  Discreet,  all  answered. 
Expectations,  photo  (returned),  phone.  Drawer  G93. 

HOT  HAIRY  YOUNG  MASTER 

GWM,  24,  SEEKS  HOT  men  to  please  me  and  explore 
fantasies.  I'm  6'  175  lbs,  grad  student;  you  are  intelligent, 
energetic,  together.  Imagine  the  possibilities.  All  (safe) 
scenes.  Write  with  photo  now!  Drawer  G96. 

TOP  NEEDS  BOTTOM 

DOMINANT  MALE,  37,  5T1"  160  lbs,  seeks  younger, 
preferably  shorter,  submissive  into  safe  sex  who  enjoys 
denim,  leather,  rubber,  B/D,  humiliation,  boots,  W/S,  light 
SM,  fantansies...  Want  some  safe  fun?  Try  me.  No  drugs. 
Long  hair  OK.  Send  desriptive  letter  and  number;  photo 
nice  but  not  necessary.  Am  able  to  travel.  London  to 
Toronto  preferred.  Drawer  G33. 

YOU  NEED  COLLAR  &  LEASH 

MASTER,  32,  INTO  LEATHER  seeks  slave  who  wants 
domination,  humiliation,  boots,  W/S,  TT.  Must  like 
leather  and  be  totally  submissive.  Will  switch  for  truly 
dominant  leather  master.  Phone  action  okay.  Drawer  G98. 

HAIRY  BUNS 

GWM,  25,  SEEKS  MASCULINE  hairy  guys  who  would 
get  into  having  their  hairy  buns  shaved.  I'm  very  serious. 
Reply  Drawer  G99. 

HOT  COP  WANTED 

SADISM?  POLICE  BRUTALITY?  Toronto  to  Windsor.  I 
am  a  tall,  slim  GWM  sissy  type  who  wishes  to  be  toughen- 
ed in  a  long,  dragged-out  interrogation  scene  by  a  macho, 
good-looking,  armed,  uniformed  officer  who  enjoys  his 
work.  Must  provide  your  own  playroom.  No  imitation,  just 
the  real  thing  need  apply  with  photo(s).  Small  hick  town 
cop  welcomed  to  write.  Will  travel  anywhere  in  Canada  or 
the  States  for  the  right  cop  if  he's  man  enough  and  knows 
his  business.  Total  discretion  assured.  OK,  cop,  write. 
Drawer  G100. 

LACK  OF  DICIPLINE  in  both  homes  and  school  has 
produced  a  generation  of  arrogant,  irresponsible  young 
men.  This  very  big,  very  tall,  very  strict,  fifties  daddy  will 
provide  humiliation  and  corrective  punishment  for  needy 
daddy's  boy.  Drawer  G101. 

STRAPPED 

I'D  LIKE  TO  GET  MY  ASS  programmed  by  an  expert 
strapper  until  it's  getting  regular  heavy  thrashings.  I'm 
40's,  6',  beautiful  body,  smooth  swimmer's  build,  clean- 
shaven, dark  hair,  quiet,  masculine,  intelligent.  Box  334, 
Stn  K,  Toronto  ON  M4P  2G7. 

M/A  STUDENT  AT  U  OF  T 

HOPING  TO  FIND  someone  special.  I  am  Oriental,  new 
to  the  gay  world,  have  a  good  shape,  healthy  and  of  Chris- 
tian background.  Seeks  sincere  companion,  18-35,  for 
friendship.  Take  a  chance  on  me.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  G104. 

YOUNG  BLOND 

ATTRACTIVE,  ATHLETIC,  CLEAN-SHAVEN,  long- 
haired photography  student  seeking  healthy-looking  models 
(male  and  female)  for  books  on  running  and  vegetarian 
lifestyles.  Non-professional  and  inexperienced  welcome! 
Prefer  clean-shaven  with  medium  to  long  hair  and  lean, 
athletic  or  muscular  bodies.  Please  send  photo,  (returned 
on  request),  or  descriptive  letter.  If  fee  is  important,  some 
indication  of  your  requirements.  Payment  in  prints,  and 
other  services.  Sharing  and/or  friendship  also  possibility. 
Drawer  G102. 

GWM,  5'9",  BLUE  EYES,  slim,  attractive  25,  profes- 
sional. Enjoys  active  outgoing  life  style.  Would  like  to  meet 
down  to  earth  attractive  masculine  top.  25-35.  Write  with 
photo.  Drawer  G105. 

HOT  GUY,  37,  loves  to  suck  and  eat  ass.  Call  Jay 
762-3848  after  July  7.     

HOT  TIMES  IN  AND  out  of  leather,  levis  with  GWM, 
26,  5T1"  135  lbs,  8",  good-looking  professional.  Expect 
what  you  give,  back  or  better,  physically  and  emotionally. 
Send  phone  and  interests  to  Drawer  G107. 

SLAVE,  39,  VERY  obedient  and  submissive  wants  to  be 
dominated  by  a  strict  master.  Into  S/M  B/D  and  W/S  ete. 
Box  5541,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1N7. 

WILL  YOU  BE  MY  PAL? 

ME:  22,  GOOD-LOOKING,  TALL,  brown  eyes,  black 
hair,  tanned,  hairy.  You:  GWM,  22-25,  good-looking, 
sincere.  For  friendship  and  outings.  Enclose  photo.  Drawer 
G106. 


GOOD-LOOKING  GWM  25,  professional  5'8"  130  lbs, 
seeking  same  for  serious  friendships.  Interest:  MAGICK, 
mysticism,  running,  weight  training  and  falling  in  love. 
Drawer  G110. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  ASIAN  male,  24,  6' 
150  lbs,  seeking  companionship  in  other  men  (21-30) 
preferably  of  European  extraction  who  are  cultured,  well- 
travelled,  self-sufficient  and  romantic.  Photo  appreciated, 
SVP.  Drawer  Gill. 

SLIM,  ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  early  20s,  5'9",  dark- 
haired,  moustache,  blue  eyes  looking  for  older  moustached 
men  (30-40s)  for  dating  and  friendship.  My  interests  in- 
clude ballet,  theatre,  fine  foods  and  romantic  evenings. 
Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  G109. 

GWM  LOOKING  FOR  panty  clad  slave  who  does  what 
they're  told.  Garter  belts,  babydoll  nylon,  etc.  Let  me 
spank  your  bottom  for  starters.  Picture,  phone  number. 
Drawer  G113. 

GIVING  HEAD  SHOULD  be  a  mutual  affair.  If  you 
agree  and  are  under  35  then  let's  cum  together.  I'm  38, 
5'7".  Drawer  G114. 

GWM,  32,  INTO  G/P,  T/T,  S/M,  B/W,  cuddling,  kinky 
sex,  seeking  smooth-skinned,  well-muscled  BB  type  175 
lbs+,  23-35,  for  mild  to  wild  periodic  overnite  sessions. 
Not  into  head  games.  Reply  with  recent  photo  and  phone; 
remuneration  possible.  Drawer  G115. 

RELATIONSHIP  ORIENTED? 

GWM,  50,  LOOKING  for  relationship  with  Oriental  man 
20s  to  early  30s.  I'm  grey  haired,  5'9"  165  lbs,  profes- 
sional, kindly  nature,  easy-going.  You're  slim,  boyish  look- 
ing, bright  and  ready  for  a  steady  relationship.  Drawer 
G116. 

M,  25,  5'9",  good  looking,  good  body  seeks  permanent 
relationship  with  male  25-35  who  is  sadistic,  into  B/D, 
some  pain,  leather,  boots,  uniforms,  etc.  Must  be 
good  looking,  have  good  body,  moustache,  sense  of 
humor,  stamina,  intelligence.  Prefer  non-smoker,  technical- 
ly minded,  educated  individual.  Drawer  G80. 

GWM  2SOME  SEEKS  single  or  other  2some  for  sizzling 
action.  Drawer  G120. 

AFFECTIONATE,  MATURE,  40's,  male  seeks 
black/brown  brother  for  summer  fun.  Interests:  cycling, 
shows,  quiet  times.  Toronto  city  only.  Drawer  G118. 

INTIMATE  FRIENDSHIP 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM  34,  S'H"  165  lbs,  moustache,  blue- 
hazel  eyes,  dark  brown  hair.  Enjoys  popular  music,  theatre, 
movies,  some  television  sports,  quiet  times,  casual  tastes. 
Seeks  30-45,  Canadian,  European  who  values  sensitivity, 
trust,  honesty,  stability,  companionship.  Preferably  Metro 
West,  Mississauga,  Brampton.  Box  1176,  Stn  B,  Weston 
M9L  2R9. 

DADDY/MASTER,  BEARDED  fit-40,  experienced,  com- 
passionate, needs  son/slave(s),  21-50  to  explore  men- 
tal/physical highs  m  leather/rubber  bondage,  discipline, 
hoods,  masks,  mummification,  shaving,  enemas,  sensory 
deprivation  etc.  Equipped  playroom.  Bi's,  novices,  visitors, 
welcome.  Apply  stating  needs.  Drawer  G80. 


CONDOM  TIPS 

•  Practice  while  jerking  off, 
before  you  use  them  in  sexual 
encounters 

•  Don't  give  up  after  one  try.  It 
takes  a  while  to  get  used 

to  them 

•  Squeeze  the  air  out  of  the  tip 
when  you  start  putting  it  on 

•  Only  buy  condoms  made  of 
latex  (lambskin  membrane 
condoms  break  more  easily) 

•  Use  lots  of  lubricant,  but  only 
use  water-soluble  lube  (like  K-Y, 
Lubafax  or  Muco).  Don't  use 
Crisco,  Vaseline  or  other  oil- 
based  products  —  they  damage 
latex  rubbers 

•  To  avoid  leakage,  pull  out  soon 
after  ejaculating  (grabbing  the 
cock  and  condom) 

•  If  you  want  to  be  absolutely 
safe,  pull  out  before  ejaculating 

For  more  information 

about  safer  sex,  call  the 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto: 

926-1626,  or  write  to 

ACT,  Box  55,  Station  F,  Toronto 

M4Y2L4 

Condom  Tips  courtesy  of  the  AIDS  Committee 
of  Toronto 
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Coming  out  on  top 

A  long  struggle  to  tell  Mom  and  Dad  but  it's  worth  it. 
Andrew  Lesk  on  coming  out  without  coming  apart. 


"Are  you  and  Luke  having  a  relationship?" 

My  mother  asks  me  this  over  the  phone,  and  I '  m 
unprepared.  In  what  must  have  been  three  seconds 
of  silence,  I  make  up  thirty  excuses  which  are  varia- 
tions on  one  theme:  lie!  After  seven  years  of  hiding 
the  truth,  this  reaction  is  automatic.  Say  no.  It's 
thunderous.  Scrambling,  buying  time....  And 
finally  I  respond.  "Why,  I... yes,"  I  offer,  and  wave 
goodbye  to  those  seven  hidden  years.  I've  rocked 
the  boat. 

Proud  to  tell  Luke,  I  say  "See  what  happened. 
My  parents  know."  Their  reaction  was  one  of 
qualified  support,  I  explain,  but  it  worked  out  well . 
He  looks  at  me  wryly  —  his  parents  have  known 
forever  —  and  1  know  he  wants  to  say  "I  told  you 
so"  but  only  smiles.  Sure,  the  boat  might  have 
rocked  a  little  but  no  one  fell  out. 

Caught  up  with  this  seemingly  smooth  transition 
of  knowledge  —  they  know!  —  I  want  every  gay 
person  I  know  to  do  the  same.  My  friend  Sara, 
though,  is  reserved.  She  points  out  that  she  doesn't 
want  her  parents  to  know. '  'And  if  they  do  know,' ' 
she  says,  "it's  best  left  unspoken."  No  waves. 

Others  react  the  same  way  Sara  did,  and  I  see  a 

common  thread.  "I  don't  want  to  cause  a  painful 

situation' '  is  the  usual  excuse.  I  offer  understanding 

—  I  almost  continued  the  lie  myself  —  but  now, 

after  the  truth  was  dealt,  I  realized  that  I  was  the  one 

who  had  been  in  pain  all  along,  holding  back  all 

those  years. 

WV 

The  long  process  of  coming  out  to  my  parents 
began  with  moving  away  from  the  small  time  to  the 
big  time.  Sara  and  I  moved  together  and  set  up 
house  in  a  two  bedroom  apartment.  A  neat  cover, 


we  thought.  I  could  have  my  boyfriends  and  Sara 
could  have  her  girlfriends,  and  everyone  back  home 
will  be  none  the  wiser.  We  were  happy. 

Mother  was  not.  Her  main  concern  was  the  pro- 
tection of  Sara's  "reputation;"  what  would  the 
neighbours  think?  While  not  appreciating  the  irony 
of  the  situation,  I  firmly  denied  we  were  doing 
anything  wrong.  "Can't  you  find  a  nice  boy  to  live 
with?"  mother  asked.  "I'm  trying,"  I  replied, 
knowing  we  both  wanted  the  same  thing,  but  for 
different  reasons. 

Father  was  silent,  and  I  felt  that  it  really  didn't 
matter  much  to  him.  Waving  white  flags,  I 
visited  home  and  he  picked  me  up  at  the  bus  stop. 
He  told  me,  with  faint  amusement,  that  one  thing 
I  should  not  do  is  go  to  bed  with  a  girl  I  wouldn't 
marry.  I  assured  him  I  wouldn't. 

Upon  finding  a  new  girlfriend,  Sara  moved  in 
with  her,  and  I  entered  into  the  wonderful  world 
of  shared  accomodation:  three  men  and  a  woman. 
"I  don't  understand,"  mother  said  at  Christmas 
with  long-distance  feeling.  "Four  people  in  a  two 
bedroom  apartment?" 

Double  beds,  I  explained.  "And  who  do  you 
sleep  with?"  she  inquired,  trying  to  sound  natural. 

"Brian,"  I  responded,  smugly. 

"Sounds  cozy,"  she  said  drily.  Not  so  easy  after 
all. 

Sara  isn't  concerned  with  who  thinks  what  is 
cozy.  Her  own  comfort  is  paramount  and  she  still 
won't  tell  her  parents.  I  tell  her  it  would  probably 
be  easier  for  her  and  her  lover  if  her  parents  knew. 
"They  must  know  by  now,"  I  insist. 

"So?"  she  shrugs,  and  puts  on  a  Jane  Oliver 
album. 


I  let  down  my  guard  when  I  moved  in  with  Luke 
—  house,  dogs,  garden:  the  works.  I  didn't  make 
up  the  second  bedroom  when  we  had  visitors,  nor 
did  he.  The  folks  seemed  to  accept  this  situation  and 
I  secretly  hoped  they  would  figure  everything  out 
without  me  having  to  say  anything  concrete. 

They  came  close.  "Where  does  Luke  sleep?" 
mother  casually  asked  the  first  time  they  visited.  I 
pointed  to  a  double  bed  through  an  open  door,  and 
suddenly  realized  that  my  sleeping  quarters  would 
be  the  subject  of  the  next  question. 

It  was.  I  kept  pointing  in  the  same  direction. 
"Oh,"  said  mother.  Father  was  silent. 

That  night,  Luke  and  I  slept  on  separate  couches 
while  my  parents  occupied  our  bed.  Feeling  that 
enough  hints  have  been  dropped,  I  still  felt  no  closer 
to  telling  them  the  truth  than  I  was  seven  years 
earlier.  If  they  guess,  I  rationalized,  I  can't  be  blamed 
for  instigating  their  emotional  upset.  Something 
about  that  felt  unsettling,  but  I  shrugged  it  off  and 
went  to  sleep. 

Sara,  meanwhile,  had  just  broken  up  with  her 
girlfriend  and  was  visibly  upset.  She  tells  me  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  tell  her  parents  since  they  are  still  angry  with 
her  brother  for  his  coming  out.  "I  go  over  for  din- 
ner and  they  know  something  is  wrong,"  she  com- 
plains. She  bemoans  the  distance  between  them  by 
adding  "I  can't  share  this  with  them." 

I  feel  just  as  trapped  as  she.  I  knew  my  parents 
and  I  were  robbing  each  other  of  sharing  our  hves. 
The  waves  were  getting  bigger. 

But  when  my  parents  found  out — or,  rather,  con- 
firmed something  I  am  sure  they  already  knew  — 
I  was  lucky  that  the  truth  didn't  drown  me.  I'd 
heard  of  many  unaccepting  parents  who  cut  off 
their  children.  My  folks  weren't  exactly  overjoyed 
but  at  least  we  were  talking.  I  knew  now  that  much 
of  my  life  needed  explanation.  Not  Gay  Studies  101, 
but  close. 

Mother's  first  concern  was  the  cause.  Could  it 
have  been  the  major  accident  I  had  at  the  age  of 
one?  "Mother,"  I  said  assuringly,  "getting  a  bad 
burn  doesn't  induce  homosexuality."  I  thought  it 
important  to  point  out  that  the  blame,  as  I  saw  it, 
didn't  rest  with  them. 

1  gave  them  a  book  called  Consenting  Adults  by 
Laura  Hobson.  The  story  about  one  set  of  parents 
who  eventually  came  to  accept  their  son's  homo- 
sexuality was  a  good  educational  parallel.  None- 
theless, they  had  trouble  understanding  my  life 
and  still  felt  1  could  change.  When  I  was  bursting 
with  pain  over  breaking  up  with  Luke,  they  on!\ 
asked  where  the  dogs  would  go,  and  when  they 
found  out  about  Sara  my  mother  sighed.  "And 
she's  such  a  pretty  girl."  1  knew  that  books  weren't 
the  only  answei 

lannh  reunion,  and  m\  sister  and  1  are  sharing 
a  laugh  over  how  all  the  calls  I  used  to  get  from  local 
girls  had  angered  our  mother.  Mother  refascd  to  Bud 
the  irony  amusing  and  tried  a  different  tack  "Von 
know'  she  began  after  a  moment's  pause,  "I  just 


can't  imagine  myself  going  to  bed  with  another 
woman." 

"That's  exactly  how  I  feel!"  I  exclaimed.  When 
I  sent  them  issues  of  The  Body  Politic  they  seemed 
indifferent.  My  sister  related  that  mother  thought 
1  was  wasting  my  time,  while  my  father  sat  and  read 
the  classifieds,  nonplussed.  Last  Christmas,  when 
I  told  them  that  I  was  quitting  my  job  to  work  for  the 
paper  full-time,  mother  sighed  heavily:  "Anything 
but  that."  Even  long  distance  couldn't  hide  her 
dismissal. 

/W 
When  my  grandmother  died  earlier  this  year  I 
hadn't  spoken  to  my  parents  for  a  few  months.  I  still 
hadn't  dealt  with  their  inability  to  accept  and  I  won- 
dered how  to  break  ground  without  causing  anger. 
They  assumed  I  was  at  the  point  of  no  return  and  I 
questioned  the  wisdom  of  ever  having  told  them. 

I  watched  my  mother  at  the  gravesite  and  all  I 
could  see  on  her  face  was  a  certain  sadness.  For  some 
reason  I  thought  there  was  unfinished  business. 
Were  there  things  they  could  never  discuss? 

The  biggest  surprise  came  afterward,  before  they 
left  for  home.  My  mother,  maintaining  the  com- 
posure I  had  always  prided  in  her,  put  aside  the 
usual  mother-son  conventions  that  often  coloured 
our  conversations.  She  told  me  that  if  I  was  truly 
happy  with  what  I  was  doing  then  she  and  my  father 
were  happy  with  me. 

I  quickly  thought  back  on  what  she  had  told  me 
on  the  phone  when  I  admitted  being  gay  —  "You're 
still  our  son  and  we  love  you.' '  —  and  felt  proud  that 
they  had  finally  reached  acceptance.  The  moment 
I  had  waited  for  for  over  seven  years  had  finally 
arrived.  • 
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